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PART IIL 

t X ROM ibis temporary death I was at last 
^ recalled by a sound that made me wish it had 
I been indeed eternal ; the voice, the tremen- 
'^ dous voice of Williams. Of what horrors 
was my soul jnstantly susceptible I What 
dreadful images swam before those eyes I 
hardly durst open 1 Fearfully at length I 
cast them around— I saw 1 had been con- 
veyed into the great room of our Recesa ; 
sacred once to piety and innocence, but 
now^ alas! the dieller of rapine, perhaps 
of murder. A number of iU4ooking ruf^* 
fians stood re^dy to fulfil the worst com- 

T^Ii. iX. B 
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mands of their ferocious confederate^ who 
with malignant joy contemplated two hope- 
less victims unpitying heaven seemed to 
have d^lfvered ^i^rely to his vfngf ance. 
1 gave myself up for lost — myself-^ I 
alike gave np Lord Leicester; Who thus 
disarmed and surrounded^ collected his soul 
in silence, and resumed the majestic air 
which once could awe even this villain to 
subordination. 't«¥«y where perceived a 
variety of instruments, nameless to me, 
which I considered as the means of torture 
an4 of death ; and only si<pplipated the 
i^ln^ighty to spare us the first, since to avoid 
the latter I supposed a, fruitless prayer. 

*^ Yqu see at. last," cried the exulting^ 
vlll^uq, 7 fprtune's wheel has made its circle^ 
^nd my turn is come, Lord Leicester.—* 
T^oyr, coyld you hope tp conq^iex a man 
whose all wascoyrage? Neither Sir Franci§^ 
nor even Eliz^beth^ could lon^ coi){ine ^tTC 
whp dares precipit;ate himself into the ocean 
in search of freedom ; nptai" fidd^. l>e. iu,aA 
ironical ion^, ^' that I sha^l f§^iji to re- 
quite my obligation tQ you/* 



Lcurd Leicester replied bat with a looky 
9 look so superior^ po&temptuous^ and ^1« 
lected^ that it wrought the ragjB of Wil^ 
Uams to a stiU bighec pitch ; who twindf 
towards me> malignity burning in 0feryi 
sc»r of bis horrid face, ^' you are Welcome 
boxoej^ fair la^y/' contiiiuied he^ ^'t^ougb 
igottc vi»t is- an unexpected favoiWj without, 
the idle train too^ which once attended tbi» 
idle favourite. You see we have madie a 
little free with your hallowed mansion, butT 
the saints take all in good part. Do you 
not enqpire after your foster-father? htf 
would tell us^ no talesj nor will he ever now? 
tell you Qne." Oh ! AniJiony> I shuddered 
in silent for thee,. thou vener^able mMrder'^ 
ed friend ! '^ Monster," burst forth- Lord 
Leicester, ^^bast thou with unexampled cru- 
elty butchered an Ancbwitfe ?"— '^ I alwayil 
work safely,'* returned he ; ^^you have only 
saved me the trouble,, for never would % 
have rested 'till by some artifice X had 
drawn you once more hither, and God, ypa 
see, UAOst graciously has sent ybu." < 

^ Bla^heme not thy Maker>. oh cniel 
b2 
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wretch," sighed I in a tremulous accefit ^ 
^ just, though severe, are all his ordina- 
tions; and lo, with sad submission, I take 
the death appointed me even from thy 
kands/' 

''No,** cried he, ''dioughyou are not the 
haughty beauty I adored, yet, as the wife 
«f that imperious lord, you become but a 
more perfect means of exquisite revenge.*' 

The nature of that revenge blazed in 
his countenance^-^my heart turned to mar* 
ble within me. I raised my eyes towards 
beaven in speechless agony, then rivetting 
them on Lord Leicester, found life recede 
too fast, for my ear to distinguish one word 
of that bitter indignation, which the voice 
it loved so loudly uttered. 

I almost doubted whether my senses were 
indeed i^tiKned, when I found myself in- 
volved in impenetrable darkness. The 
piercing sigh of some one near me was the 
only sound that broke the stillness of the 
Qight. '' If,** cried I in a feeble tone, '' that 
is the voice to which my heliii was born to 
vibrate, oh tell me! beloved Leicester^ 
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whether the. scene which yet swims before 
my sight was real or a vision ?" '* Gracious 
heaven !*' retarded- he in- a voice yet more 
piercing/' you breathe again^ my souFs 
hest treasure ! the long^ long fainting^ caused 
by the threats of that execrable monster> 
and which held during your reaioval into 
^is dungeon^ gave me hopes that you had 
finally escaped a fate too horrid for reflection. 
Oh dire extr^n^ of despair and misery 
when I am condemned to wish you dead! 
and yet what else can deliver yonf-^-yet 
think not^ Matilda^ I fear to follow; — ah 
nd ! the best blood burning in this bosom 
should joyfiilly embalm you ; but the 
thoughts of ail which may precede that mo- ' 
ment, almost urges me to dash my distracted- 
brain against the atones on which I lie^ and 
shorten my own suffering^, since hopeless 
of averting yours." *' Call up your forti- 
tude, your reason, your religion/' returned 
I .in a firmer voice ; (an emotion which 
united all.tbose sentiments diifasing itself- 
dirough my frame) ^* dare I accuse the Al- 
mighty of injustice? Will he, who first 
b3 
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IgBve my helpless ianotisiiee. a hallowed 
liKher within fhUne waiis^ cNrdain thattbey 
th€<ii3d |iTOve its tonb? l3ie shades of CbMe 
wbo4*eiu^ me wiil surely rise in its defence/' 
•^ Alas, my lov-e/ sighed he ii> a despmriiig 
' v<»ce, ^' these vi«ionaryhopes may sooth the 
mind, Hiil Hhat sad moment nothing can 
iyfert— have yo« forgot that even in happier 
times yon hoped nothing from the Tillain ? 
and i« this aii hour to' expect a change i 
Revenge en<l want ha^re seared his soiil to 
iall hqme^iiy. Hcht, how eoutd k. e^er 
escape my memory, tl)a£ he was acqaahMd 
%i4}i the secret of the Reeeesf how, under 
iiuch " nhcertaattty, ^urst I erer venture 
within it? %at short-sighted man, jolely 
employed in wearing snares for others, too 
late finds his own feet entangled, «ad faMs 
an easy prey to the ignoble. Not satisified 
with heading this set or coinerfi, for such 
ihcir apparatuii proved them, the datinja^ 
temper of Winiatn« breaks . forth in acts of 
pTundcr and barbarity, and even at this 
inoment he is seeking new victims, though 
possessing, unsought, those he would out of 
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die whole jjKntlA havt cfaos^o/' '' Shall we 
cooit>lain HeaTen has qtiite abandoned us/' 
tesumed I^ '^ wbeli it has g^veti us hut one 
moment to ourselves i Oh, Leioester f you 
have hitherto found ine a tender^ anxious^ 
£e^aifot WQmati^ htft alas^ I knew not till 
«ow the powers of my own soul— -•Abhorrent 
A}f shame aiid dishonoiir^ it tempts me to 
the niiost desperate deeds; if youcs i& indeed 
co)iigeiikJ> it svirely undierstHAds me ; assume 
a ftotnad <X)urage> an^ save yo«r wife> yevx 
apotiess wife> from horrible pollution/' ^^So 
laach I agonize at the idea/' cried Lc^ 
JLeketter^ ** that were these hands free^ 
^th^ps •— " ^' and mine too," added I, 
'* ^feeble ^s they ate^ alike are bound; yet 
flarely despair will give me strength to loort 
them/' ' The violent etfoits I made hi last 
broke the slight thong the villidns had 
thought .more than sulSieient to confine one 
in my feeble state^ and encouraged by my 
success, I sought Lord Leicester. At the 
moment i restored his liberty^ I half re« 
vived, while the sole use the tender Leices- 
ter couid make of his arms^ was to press 
»4 
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me a thousand times to his swelled hearty 
'which almost burst with anguish. I stcag«* 
gled. against all the sad tenderness whieh 
throbbed at my own. '^Oh think no mere 
of love," cried I with increasing heroism^ 
'' it has given place to death — to worse than 
death—- rather imagine you hear this dun'- 
^on once more open."— ''But can I lift 
that band, which pledged itself for thy pro<» 
tection, against thy life^ thy precious liCe ?*' 
groaned be—'' can I deface that angel fonn> 
which still illumes my soul through all 
these .ccimpUcated horrors ? And obj our 
dear unborn J (or whom we gladly suffered^ 
can I^ can I destlroy it ?' " Think, think . 
my Ipve/' returned I, " that we have per* 
haps this only moment«-bad these wretches 
left any means of death in my own bands, 
do yod imagine I would supplicate it from 
yours? Strangle me now/ while darkness 
favours. Your wife demands of you this 
final proof of love and courage ; hers will 
at least vie with it ; no groan, no struggle, 
^hall issue from ^, heart which then will re- 
turn innocent to that dust from wliicb it 
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sprniig, devoied alone to the adored hus^ 
band with whose image it is doubly inha- 
bited." . '' Oh, matchless, matchless wo- 
man !*' cried my Lord, flooding my cheek 
with tears of . generous' anguish ; never, 
never can it be ; my sinews relax to child- - 
hood; your nnlooked*for fortitude totally 
subdues mine, and melts my aoul to woman's 
weakness.— Oh ! thou who gavest me this 
angel, canst thou have abandoned" her to 
brutality,, and me to distraction !" 

A peal of thunder, - which shook the 
ruins to their foundation, seemed to re- 
prove -his boldness. The- livid lightning 
pervaded our dungeon "through many a 
time-worn aperture. During every tremen- 
dgus illumination I gassed awe-struck ox| 
the pallid' face of my. love ; till suddenly 
glancing . around, I gave a cry which 
startled even, myself — glowing, gasping, 
transported, yet still unable to speak, I sunk 
before my Lord, ^nd clasping both his 
bands, alternately prest them to my heart, 
and Kfted them, with mine, towards heaven 
^* Whiit means my beloved ?" exclaiined 
« b5 
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it€^ in ahciost equal turprise and agiU^n^ 
^^ hub pilj^ing PvoTideace deprived her of 
iier leiiBeB'?" **Ah no, it is God himself 
imko hM illamiiiidd tbefn/' filtered I allftst; 
•'^ whatdvBgecm hastneud yset discoTered the 
-Almighfy* camiot'; you have often faeard> 
tny loy«^ of one ^oominiiiiicatioa from the 
Reeess to tiie Abbey: closed ap on the 
4leat)i of W^TB. Marlow^ it waa neirer opened - 
adfter^ iKnr <wa8 it known to that horrible 
villain Williams ^ this dismal deti contains 
9t^. and we tread ^on tbe anly spot in the 
cieation which could shelter ua horn the 
Xaffians. In the corner on the right faaad, 
coveied with inmber^ placed long ^nce on 
jpurpoie^ yoi» will find a trapdoor; if yon 
iiave atrength to taiae it^ strong fugteoings 
If ill aemre it- on the' other sid^ at least 
till we reach thejibbejr. Oh thou>!* added 
J, devoutly ratstng my eyes, *' who alone 
tiwidst ^pfBeaetf^m, ooDticine those; flashes, 
snore welcome idian ever yet the sun was/' 
/ ba|>ft8S6d sotely wilfa the {Mresent danger, 
kwas natiiil we bad desoeided into the 
Mnki^ aftd taajMwd that blessed doar be** 
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tw^n ourselves and the baoditU ^ that either 
reoollected what we might apprehend at 
the Abbey. Assured that none but an opu^ 
lent owner could reside in a seat so spleu^ 
did^ we vainly racked imagination to dis« 
cover its present possessor; yet persuaded 
^veo our worst enemies would rescue ui 
with pleasure from a peril so nearly qQti«- 
nected with tlien^selves^ we weie oblig^ed to 
defy every other,* The houiek^per'4 room» 
into which the passage \ed, was empty, yet 
scattered furniture, &c. indicatefd iiihabt^ 
tants. I hailed, with true devotioti, that 
power who gave me once more to see tb« 
tofi lustre of the moon, which on the sub« 
aiding of the storm diffused serenity. Rof 
taining in his hand the bar (which had been 
pne fastening of the Abbey entrance) as th« 
only weapon in his pQwer> Lord Leicester 
followed my trembUn^ steps; they turned 
ilituitively to the apartment of Mrs. Mar^^ 
low ; ah that there I could have found' her t 
I. paused at the door of the anti-«oliamber, 
joid my h«ftrt sickened with despondency-Hf 
Mnowing that there was an immediate ae^ 
b6 
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cecssity for rousing and arming the whole - 
family, yet convmced we must at first alarm 
them as preternatural beings, and after- 
wards, with the conviction that our escape 
introduced a danger to themselves, while 
ignorant whom we were going to appear 
l^fore, well might the firmest heart trem- 
ble. Engrossed by these various and afiect- 
ing idesis^ I hardly heard a sound, which 
inadeL3fd Leicester start, forward with an 
eagerness thai might easily have deprived^ 
.me of tfie little strength Heaven had left 
tk^i The anti-chamber into which I im- 
Inediatdy followed him viras dark, but' in 
the room • beyond I perceived a light, and 
beard. the voice of a won^an aj^parently 
supplicating. Scarcely h«d I distinguish- 
ed in that of the man wha answered her^ 
the dreaded .WilKams, ere I saw Lord 
Leicester start forward, levelling the bar 
with so desperate a boldness, that the fall 
tof the^liain ascertained our safety. In- 
stantly^natching a knife from the vrretch's 
basid, he pointed it at his bosom, but per- 
cerved a perforation in tb^ brain^ which 
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mBde hW punishment as terrible ais hi« 
guilty and his death immediate. '' Exe- 
crable monster^"^ cried my Lord^ dropping 
the knife, '' by unlooked-for means Heaven 
at last has finished thee !" — '' Gracious 
God," cried the lady, *^ dp I hear the voice 
of Lord L^cestei: !" Amazed at this dis- 
covery, and the preceding events hardly 
could my trembling limbs convey me ioto 
the chamber. '^ Approach, my dear Ma- 
tilda," cf ied my Lord, " never more rfiall 
this wretch appal thee. Eternal jiistipe is 
satisfied with one blow, nor need^ I turn 
assassin, even to him. Happy at the same 
moment in saving this Lady, endeavour 
to interest her for those misfortunes in 
which she already seems int^rwoven."--^ 
*' Can Lord Leicester ever know a misfor- 
tune in which I am not interwoven?** cried 
the lady ; ^^ to have received my life frcnn 
his b^ds alone could reconcile me' to it.'' 
Hftd I not known the speaker by h^r voice 
to be the fair Kose Cecil, .suc% language 
must havfe- ascertained it: yet to find our- 
selves i^dfelft^tbe roof of our ino^t mortal 
^emj^yv^ a cruel stroke. ^*'Is it possible 
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we should be in jthe house of Lor4 Biir* 
kigh i" cried Lord Leicester^ disdftinfuUy. 
Sbe^ sighing* replied^ ^^ he fortunately is 
nbseiit ; nor oan you ever be unsM*e in any 
boose Yvbere I am mistress/' ** You know 
not to whom you 8f>eak," cried I, in turn : 
f'ftlas! Mijss Cecil, do you. still remem- 
ber th^ friendship you have so often 
professed for the unfortunate Matilda? 
£vejr has she lamented the jsad necessity 
of Veiling her fMe from a heart so noble; 
lucoept then^ at this unexpected moment* 
that confidence I always longed to place 
in you i aod ^11 me whether you still can 
itesolv^ to love her who 'was tJie wife of 
Jj^rd JUeicester long ere she saw you i ber^ 
svbp at this moment renders hint a fugitive 
in his Qjwn couptry!" Miss Cecil'^ dis* 
tfessfol ey^f wandered from him to me 
for pome moments in silence; tfaen^ taking 
a baod of each, she first kissed^ and afters 
wards uniting themj said* with a Spartan 
^rmnesPi " my friend !" but turning, inr 
stantly from bim, to hide her g}owing 
pbeekf and impi^sioned tseari in my homm^ 
(ipbbed out, /^ my d^iyereri!" Her beanty 
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^hich wfts rendered more obvioui by ber 
-disordered appearance, the ruiBan faaTing 
•eompelled her to rise and half dress her- 
self) her innocenoe and her generosity ap- 
"pearod at last a little to affect Lord Leices- 
ter^ who had hitherto shewn h^ an indilfo- 
^rence almost amounting, to disgust, '''It 
•re^iains with you,. Madam ^" returned he, 
in a softer voice> " now^.to become mine. 
Miss Cecil no longer sees the worshipped 
'favourite of an imperious Queen, Uni|ed 
>^«like by choice aad law to the dear compa- 
luon of my dangers^ a ohfiin of occurrences 
Teduces ,iis to escape by unknown means 
from ]&)gland^ bud with the utmost dt»- 
patdi/ Neveitheleite^ those even £liza« 
beth's rage might have spared^ were only 
an hour ago dievoted by that lifeless vil^ 
iain. Escaped this moment almost from 
A den ai slau^ter^ hardly can we tell wiie* 
tber the banditti^ of whom this was the 
vingleader^ are not now surrounding ui. 
'Supimon all your courage and your domes* 
tics; aiod^ while providing for your own 
safety, I need not soUdt you to remember 
rov*/' ^' Wi3«n I forget it^ may I be ©on- 
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demned fb see you perish !'* cried she 
then turning to me vrith that innocent can- 
dour which eminently distinguished bef^ 
•sought a pardon in my eyes. Collecting 
all her thoughts> she continued^ in a few 
moments — ^' Astonished' as I must be, both 
at your ciFcumstances and your visit, my 
.noble friends, curiosity yields to friendship. 
With the morning X e'xpect my father, nor, 
is there any safety for you but immediate 
flight: nevertheless, this danger with wliich^ 
you say we are environed, must be the first' 
consideration." I then, explained to her 
the secret of the Recess ; the direful mi»* 
take which had thrown us^nto the power 
of its present diabolical tenants; and the 
desperatioa which the discovery of our 
escape, with the means by which it was 
effected, niust inevitablj^ cause ; except in^ 
deed the loss of Williams should abate their 
ferocity. While I talked, I frequently 
perceived her mind wandered on another 
subject. ..She surveyed the disguised per- 
sons and' pale faces, of both my Lord and 
me a thousand times over. By fits she 
shook with horror at the -story I was re* 
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latiqg ; and by starts she forgot 1 had been 
speakiog, and obliged me to go back ia 
my tat^i Employed solely in concerting 
the means of securing our safety, her own 
seemed hardly a consideration. Such i« 
the nature of love in the mind of a virtuous 
^oman. '' I see," said she, when I had 
finished, *^ the necessity of somebody's 
appearing, to acdount to my servants for 
. the discovery of the villains^ I see, too, 
that Lord Leicester, cannot be the pei^OD'; 
for who can fail to know him F" llie iiif- 
.ference thus teinderly conveyed was obf- 
yioiis : one mast be seen ; but I could not 
/esblve to be that one without a dismay 
which surpassed complaint, f' Yes, my 
dear Matilda/' added she, '' we must [mrt 
With him for a little time; but you will 
rejoin, him for life. By the ordination oi 
Providence, as I could almost suppose, the 
son of my nurse is now in the house ; a 
young man over whom that circumstance 
. gives me a powerful influence. Against 
the choice of his friends^ be embraced a 
sea-faring life, till he acquired money 
enough to purchase a small vessel, with 
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which be trades between the o&aJA of Be- 
voosbire and that of France; birt alreaily 
^^disgastod at the profesBion he chobe^ it 
was only, yesterday he arrived here to fioli- 
cit my interest with my father to promote 
fahn in a civil line. Say not Aetk Hesi^i^en 
frowns on your flighty sinoe * it plainly 
points out a secure mode of escape. I 
cannot but discern that evei^ avenue to 
.Ho)Iiaul must be effectuaHy dosed ; h^t 
who coaid think of tnuang you #0 tkis 
^tant and obscnrt coast of PevtmihiTOir 
It is tme^ the jomiiey ukmg { httt to 60»* 
imaate ibr tbat» yon u«st reooliect that it 
v$ safe. The travels of Arthur have betn 
confined to the road by which he eoodncts 
yon; and k\% eonnectiotts are doubtleis 
jamong people, who will farnidi you with 
every common comfort^ without having 
csrioitty or understanding to. penetrate 
jthrottgh the mystery of your rank. I see 
ioo what your expressive eyes^ my dear 
Matilda, would point out-r-the impossibi* 
lity of long concealing the share I have 
had in your fate; since how else can your 
iXiiraculous appi^arance here, or the terri-^ 



ble death of my nxicloigbt visitor^ be ac- 
coooted £i^r i But what of that ?" she ge- 
jierouslj added^ after. a moment's pause^ 
^ much ought to be ventured when our all 
is at st^ke.'' '^ I have expected every mo* 
P2ent^" i^d my Lofd^ '^ .some dreadful in- 
terruption &6m the rest of these wretches/' 
" Nq," returned Miss Cecil, '^ I have 
^-ery reason to imagine thi* villain was 
alone. ' When first, by his entrance^ I 
^tj^t^ from the jlunaber into which I vm 
&lli0g, I began coUecti^g my purse^ and 
^very omaiaeat near me : be rej^ted them 
all; . and^ compellifig me to rise, com- 
pwuided me, with terrible iqaprecations^ to 
^ondnct him to the private cabinet where 
my .fiMlier concealed bis Btate papers 4 
hoping, dovlj^tlesfl, by pos^essi^g thetri, tq 
k^Q many secrets, which might ensmra 
his own pardcm ; for that must have been 
his nliimate object. I knew the character 
pf my father so yell as to debate whetlier 
I should, not rather give up my life than a 
. trust so precious, when the terrible inter- 
▼entioa of Lord Ijeicester released me f^om 
the conflict. Yet I agree with you, that a 
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xnoment ought not to be lost ; and first let 
me lock up the room ^irhich contains so 
shocking a testimony that more than one 
man has intruded tbere at midnight/* 
Conscious of her own men% she eacoun^ 
tered even the eye of Lord Leicester with- 
out tremor, who could not but admire in 
her at that moment all the magnanimity 
and foresight which enobles man, wiUi 
every softer grace that half deifies woman. 
For my own part, I . clasped her to my 
bosom, declaring that I could never love 
her more than I did long ere this proof of 
her merit. '' This is the only topic dan- 
gerous to either,'^ returned she, a tear 
beatifying her smile, *' we will all love one 
another as well as we can. But now, my 
librd:^ attend to the next step,, if ;ou dare 
rely on my direction : we will conduct 
yon to^ the door leading to ilie garden f 
make your way over thie wall on the side 
farthest from the wood ; a mile- beyondi^ 
you will find a bridge ; wait near it in 
silence;- Arthur sTiall first bide a horse for 
you, and tiien set out on another, to con- 
vey this lady, as if to ber home, in somd 
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«idjaceAt village 4 the cowfusion attending 
the discovery of the vaulted passage will 
tender the family, mo^t probably, lnat« 
* tentive either to her presence or departure^ 
and ere they are enough 'at leisure to dis* 
cover Williams, or form any dangerous 
conjecture^ you will both be, I hope, be- 
yond the reach of discovery or pursuit. 
But ohy my Lord ! if you would have ei« 
ther qf the trembling wretches now be- 
fore you survive this night of horrors, use 
the strictest caution in seeJcing your ap- 
pointed shelter, nor leave it till you hear 
the voice of Matilda." 

Lord Leicester promised; and conduct- 
ing him softly through the house, we 
reached the door leading to the garden. 
AH the horrors of the past were short of 
what 1 felt at that moment After the 
dangers I had shared and escaped with 
my Lord, to see him depart was to quit 
my guardian angel, or to deprive him of 
his: yet, convinced that Miss Cecil was-^ 
actuated by the same fearful affection, I 
yielded to the desperate emergency. The 
dosing of the door after him severed the 



39f THE R£CES8^, kc. 

bearts^ of both ; it was then only we kn€Mr 
the suppor47 we bai derivecf from his pre*- 
^nce ; wan^ sp^eehte^^ helpless^ we ims^ 
hardly turn our eye« on any objeet bu* 
each other, nor utter a ^gh butit swelled 
ittto a groan; awJ the ghastly bodj^ of 
Williams seeWied for eVer to impede our 
footsteps, floating the path with bloods 
WRss Cecil toot the only possMe iwethod 
to divert our terrors; and soon rousing a^ 
few terrified domestics; conrmanded them to 
summon all the faimly : a command whi^fa 
needed no repetition. A few minutes ga-< 
thered together eighteen or twenty men, 
sufficiently armed tb secure us ftom any 
personal, danger. I conducted the whole 
astonished body to the private door through 
which I had entered; I described the place 
to which it led ; and, touching slightly on 
my own danger and escape, recommended 
to them that profound silepce the villains. 
had preserved towards us with such fatal 
success. During this lime. Miss Cecil ■ se- 
teoted the man she mentioned to us, and 
retiring into the next room, gave him her 
orders unobsierved; so entirely did both 
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my appearance and strange story engrosj^ 

the attention of every individnal belonging- 

to the family. Mis§ Cecil, rejoining us,- 

ordered them to^ divide^ and that whfle half 

i:eioained to guard the house^ the rexl' 

i^hould descend, and passing into the dmw 

goon from, whence I came, wait the return 

of the banditti, and seii^ them one hy one^ 

^ they! entered. This conclusion of th^ 

adventufe greatly damped the ardcour of 

the group ; \mh ashamed to recede &<)» 

^ place- through which I' had escaped a^ 

parently alone, they departed in so numer^ 

Ipu^ a body as might almost^ fill the den m 

whtich I was lately enclosed ; the few who 

remaine^l bovering near the entrance, solely 

intent on the event of the eiiterpri3ei 

Arthur, in the interim, having the fuU 

^mmand of the stables, m^de ready two 

horses iq the manner already mentioiied; 

and Miss Cecil, with her usual foresight, 

oyerwhelmed me with refrestunents, which 

a little invigorated my exbauMed firaixie; 

zi^ did she forget to provide Arthur with 

such asr might recruit my Lord; selecting 

bom her own i^ardreb^ line». aikl every 

4 
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tiecessary the time and occasion admitted. 
Impatiently I expected the summons to de-^ 
party- which was preceded by a message 
from tiie Recess, that all was hitherto en- 
tirely 'silent, and the door fastened as when 
we left it ; a drcomstance which appalled 
my inmost soul, as it seemed to leave us 
still in the reach of the merciless banditti. 
With mingled tears of grief and hope, I 
embraced that generous friend I never 
more might see ; and, quitting the^once 
hospitable mansion, which seemed of all 
the uriiveree the only home my heart ac* 
knowledged, I seated myself .behind a 
guide, whose sun-burnt features softened 
into a compassion, few indeed could at 
that moment have -denied mfe. The moon - 
shone forth with Te^lendent lustre, and 
our road being in a -contrary direction to 
that which before ensnared us, I recom- 
mended myself to Heaven, and anxiously 
expected the meeting with my Lord. We 
had not proceeded far^ when that dear 
protector (who had in fearful Bfiectiou 
for me defied bis own danger, and rcr 
Hirned almost to the Abbey) started from 



^tnder'a dhimp of trees^ «id with a viMce 
that dissipated terror^ wdcomed my retora 
to freedom, and sprung upoa the horse our 
guide bad before led for him. Such is the 
<rffect of an eril escaped, that I almost for- 
got my CKcessive fatigue, aad could hare 
fancied myself safe. 

Recent circumstances at first occupied, 
my thorogfats, and daring the intervals of 
silence, the addition of a stranger must na« 
turally impose, my imagination once more 
returned to the dungeon : it pictured th« 
fear and horror the wretches themselveir 
must in turn feel, when unknown handsi 
^ndemned themto*a fate like that they had' 
allotted to ui. Again I wandered to the 
Court; I seemed to see Elizabeth burning 
with embosomed rage, while the helples» 
QoUe £}linor became as its immediate^ it9 
only object* I greatly relied on the watch- 
ful friendship of all the Sydneys, but hardly 
ccKild I hope even that would rescue her 
from the Queen. I knew the letter Lord 
Leicfistcr bad ordered to be delivered tm 
Elizabeth W9^ houTs after bur departure, 

VOL. II. *c 
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wowld infariiWy explain to her the secret 
of oor marriage; which ^of itself confuted 
tbe tale he had advanced concerning our 
birth 1 nor could I doubt but that every s^irti* 
fice vVodsd be practised to nnfold the whole . 
mystery; and, alas! ungenerous minds too 
often fasten on the victim cruel fortune 
^ts most into their power. 
. Yet in the haste and confusion attending 
oiir flighty we had found ii impossible to 
unite my sister in it : neither at that un« 
happy Juncture could she be founds and sdl 
tiiie care we could shew for her safety> was 
to recommend her in the most strenuous 
manner to those few friends we expected 
the discovery would leave us* While Elli- 
nor bad the resolution to retain her own 
secret, wc kne'w the power of the Queen 
coiuld not reach hei^^ and the strength and 
foresight she had at many times shewn^ P^^"* 
snaded me that she was equal. even to this 
hardest of trials. Yet. could I think of the 
msolent interrogatories: and contumely sh^ 
must inevitably encoiinter^ without a bleed* 
ipg. heart i to be the gaze! of jcveky ^e*-» 
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the object of every tongue-— oh greatly did 
she need the consciousness of, innocence^ 
the pride of royalty, to sustain hei* ! 

It had ever been our plan, if fortunate^ 
enough to escape safely into France, to 
I'emaiu still in disguise 'till couriers from 
England could inform u*j how far the plot of 
Babington, and paiticularly Lord Leicester^ 
knowledge of it, had transpired. If itap* 
peared his share in that scheme was ui^dis* 
covered, my Lord might with safety avoir 
himself; as marrying privately was a crime 
only in the eye of Elizabeth.^ And know- 
ing too well that her favourites ought evet 
to consider their influence as precarious; 
Loi'd Leicester ^had long since scattered 
large sums in the hands of different ttier- 
chants in various kingdoms, as a resource, 
he now found his only one : nor was it in- 
sufficient. If, on the contrary, we learnt 
Elizabeth had dived into that dangerous 
mystery which he was censurable only for 
concealing, by the charge of treason, she 
could perhaps affect his safety in France, 
pay aloaost in Europe, and to preserve kk 
c a 
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life sotne disguise must still be maiutained 
^liile ber's lusted. 

Though: separated ia iafancy from every 
one allied id xae^ nothing could ever detach 
my heof t fiom family claims ; not daring U> 
look towards my mother, I had always pas- 
sionately desired to* see ^tbe sole surviving 
aister of my father, Margar^ Lady Morti-^ 
mer. Educated with the late Queen in the 
Catholic persuasion, she had married a 
general, and with him. held many distin- 
guished places under Philip aqd Mary. The 
xevplutioa both in politics and religion 
caused by the accession of Elizabeth, was 
fatal alike to her honours and her pleasures. 
General Lord .Mortimer followed the wi- 
•4ow^d King to Spain, and raised on his 
favour a fortune that guve him power to. 
£x bis own fete, wbea death suddenly de- 
4:ided it. His relict ret'ured to Rouen in 
Norniandy,- wbei;^ his sister was then Ab- 
be^s, leaving her youn^r son in the service 
4>f Philip^ /aftd her elder, in tlie army of 
Fraiwaf II* . li^turallyof an active temper^ 
itiady ]|ifoFtimer jQpuldnot resolve to give up 
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llie world, though attached to it only by 
di&gusts ; she coutkiiied to lavish a jarge 
portion of the immense fortune her mgCher 
and husband had finited to beqoeath her^ m 
eherisbing every exiled qnecnyjof £ttzab^th» 
£tated with die vain hope of one dhy seeing 
herill-iuted brother throned in conjoni^Q 
m^ the Queen of Scots, she had entered 
into all im measurea fsbite that uaian W9A 
in a^ttttion ; and emerging 0nue more frooi 
\i0T con^trt^ jiswsn^gei. to Rom^ where thi 
«paml' aeither pabis Qjqc m^^^ tq >ij^ 
fipksnds who nvii^tt ■ auib^ise imd rtfify il« 
fibe was among tbe few who knjew \\m 
i]Mi3riage*«ecietly took. place ; jhci f^m 
knew it was Jikely to prod«»ee heira 4>f roy* 
i^ly etui misibrtune ; .when ih» dMlcovery^ 
hrial, and executioo of the Dake^of No?* 
folk, eiitirely crushed lier last, fond project. 
3Prom that moment she had regiained nuinr 
formed of the secret soul of Maryland thf 
fate of hi^iinhappy qffbpring* The avowed 
disgust she bad shewn towards £yzabetb» 
made it dimgerona for her to jreturn %o bet 
own country^ and baldly in it could she 
c3 
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have arrived at such important intelligence^ 
trben OBce the clue was lost* Aspiring, 
ricbj and restless^ Ae bad always afiected i9 
Appear tbe patroness of all oppressed £ng- 
lisiimen; and if I foundil pjradent to avovr 
myself, . I knew that I might safely* rely ott 
a welcome from, her who would find with 
joy every hope so long extinct renovated iJi 
tte. OwB present journey conducted us te 
a coast almost opposite to that of Normatidy. 
I fancied a pleasure in having it in mf 
{>ower ta elam my aunt's cares ia the ap* 
pVoaching mebuieholy crisis^ and was not 
without hopes Lord Leicester might safely 
appeal in bfoown pevson, when- once my 
BtBt^rhad escaped to rejoin U8« 

. These vafiou$ reflections, fully occupied 
my mind tifl the dawn of day^ when our 
guide assured ns we might safely rest in the 
hamlet to which we were near. Convinced 
by Miss CeciVs confidence in him that he 
might fully be trusted^ I entered^ with weary 
}imbs, a cottage from whence its laborious 
Inhabitants were just issuing to work* They 
vsed their utmost diligence tct procure us ^ 
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}K>ine1; meal, and we retired almost stopU 
fied with intense fatigue to a bed which had 
only cleanUness to recommend it. Here 
^tb sunk into a sleep so profound^ that the 
day was closing when we arose. Our watclv 
ful guide assured us that we must hasten 
<Over the dinner which long bad waited for 
us, as we had many niiles to journey ere we 
4;ould find another safe resting place. Ear- 
nestly did I wish to remain with our present 
hosts 'tiU the 'morning, but submitting to 
necessity, ^remounted in silence. Arthur 
^^l. justified the confi()ence of his; lady, 
litfYing: selected horses^ that never flagge4 
ihro' the whole jpnrn^y, and always guard- 
ing against discovery by conducting us thro' . 
^aads very little frequented: among which 
be found hamlets whose inhabitants wer^ 
gratified in merely seeing him, and who only 
attended to his companions in the hope of 
obliging him. I was astonished at ob^rv^ 
ing how liltle curiosity we excited, forget- 
ful that the mind is worn down with .the 
body, and that a common labourer rarely 
f onsidera any thing beyond those comuuag 
c 4 



comforts incessant industry aioat'cnn proi 
cure him. 

InsenMble to the heauti^ of the couotr/ 
through which we passed, I was for eveir 
employed in looking for the'seA^ and wheA 
•at last I discovered it, strovfc to«xt«t^d m^ 
.sight beyond, and dwell on that .shore wber^ 
I alone could think Lord Leicester «afe'. 
ITie nearer we drew towards the coast, th^ 
•stronger my fears became. It was inhabit^ 
chiefly by men hard by naturtf, Md des*. 
perate by profession ; accustottted to ffiW^ 
der as well as plunder thdde wrecked onf ^6 
^oie^ they sternly e^tftmAiei* ttiid d^fidi 
every passenger. I. could hardly petstrAdi 
tayself Ikbat 9ome of th^se were not dtri^^ 
glers from the banditti of W iIHxiltfs^ stiivd 
Messed Heaven as tho' all peril had bei?i! 
past^ when we arrived at the homely dwrfUng 
of Arthur. It stood on^ a lonely part of thf* 
shore, where lofty cliffs shooting far into ihH 
sea, gave safety in the little bay to a ft# 
fehing-boats and small vessek. Ah, hot^ 
do onr awakened passions ^ enlirely curb 
^.very prejudice^ Those livrd lightnings,, at 
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^ which my nature ever before shrunk, ap- 
\>eared of late but the quivering lamp of 
love. Now I saw and heard undaunted the 
encircling sea (once the liappy boundary of 
faunr^ati pursuits) whose restless waves roat 
B proud defiance to all who dare approach 
k ; and my sole fear sprung from Tearning 
that the wind was entirely contrary, aed 
ihe watery chasm yet impassable. 

Too late we lamented departing unat*- 
tended. Unable in this sequestered spot to 
discover any part of what had passed in the 
court since our flighty and unwilling 16 
trust, as well as unable to spare our guide, 
bt his friends to make^ an enquiry at the next 
town, several tedious days elapsed inmelan* 
choly and conjecture. Arthur, not being 
able to go out in bis own vessel, without 
suspicions and examinations we durst not en^ 
counter, hired a large fishing smack, in 
which be stored the few necessaries our li-^ 
mited situation allowed us to provide, and I 
watched without ceasing the playing of its 
streamers. One evening I perceived them 
suddenly point towards France : rest having 
c 5 
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recruited my strength and spirits^ I started 
vp in a transport of joy. The few mariners 
being gathered at last together^ I stept wiUi 
a lightened heart into a miserable boat, 
which bore us swiftly towards that destined 
to convey us over, when two strangers rid- 
ing full speed to the shor^, called to us to 
put back with the most frantic eagerness, 
I took ttie alarm^ and ofTered the mariner9 
imaginary worlds to row- on> when Arthur 
insisting that he knew the voice; turned the 
boat. I threw my arms round my Lord, as 
though my heart would have opened to hid^ 
him ; and regardless of his. remonstrances, 
that we could be in no danger from only 
two people^ however ho&tile their intention, 
my senses died away. Recovering at last, I 
found myself in the cabin of the vessel, re- 
clining on the bosom- of Lord Leicester, 
while a youth who knelt at my feet, prest 
my hands alternatefly to his lips — ^^ Look up, 
my beloved/' cried my Lord, "and see 
whom fortune has united in our exile.'' 
*' Ah, rather do notlook up, lovely Matilda>" 
^ried Miss Cecil (for it was that sweet girl 
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Indeed ia the habit of a boy) ^^ till you have 
€5oasidered what reception you ought to give 
the selfish friend who has dared to inter-« 
weave her fate witli your*s. Yet hear^ be** 
fore you judge me," added she, rising with a 
mild majesty, which gave unspeakable graces^ 
to the blushes that every moment visited, 
and retired fuom, her cheeks. *^ I am going 
to lay ray whole heart before you both. U 
is in vain to att^npt veiling a weakness from 
Lord Leicester, so aaany circumstances have 
caocurred to betray ; it remains with me 
then to ennoble. it. Tl>e discovery ofyour 
marriage, myamiable friends, queticbedrtbe 
lasft feeble hope which lingered in my heart. 
Convinced that my partiality could neyer 
constitute his happiness, I instantly resolved 
it should become his pride^ Self-loye ex-* 
}>ired before the elevated idea* , Ah, M^hal 
but this could have enabled me to lead him 
into the garden at midnight,; and take a 
look I then ' thought a last one, wit^iout 
dropiHng a single tear ? 1 sa^ in a moment 
all the merit, the charms of her character 
whom he: had chosen^r Shpuld I bate het 
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then for being all I would have endeaToofed 
to be ? for accepting that dt^nctioft (which 
not depeipding on youtb> beauty^ merits 
or fortune) is the dearest bounty of in<^ 
dulgent Heavtsn ? Ak^ no^ my heart was^ 
juister, and welcomed ber as.oiie bom to 
divide it with Lord Leicester, Solely i»4 

. tent on the' prosperous illgkt of both^ I 
almost forgot the servants planted m the 
Receds^ and the monsters that, infested iti 
I fancied to myself dirose fioia^s, wbeti.alt 
your dangers pa^t^ yoo tvould sojsmtnnts. 
think of her« who could only thilik of 
ybn. t fieanf both i^gh^ and >wiAiog but 
to be enough remigmbered to softim wilii^ 
^out wounding either hearty I sighed- my« 

., self; and started from these pfoasanl revr^ 
jTles at the voice of our steward, whi> 
irushiDg abruptly into the io6m, di^tx^yta^ 
my every sense with fai$ recital/' <" Re-^ 
joice. Madam, rejoice/ cried the mtia 
iivithhoneiBt 2:eal^ 'And thmk this ^tfangei 
bom for your servifce. N*v«r em ws 
tnough adore the aisiotiid»n^ inteirpositida 
(^f Heaven ! It is not hs&g fiinw wiies 
tired with watching An the dungeon^ a 



t^riely of voice* slrnck our earii, whicb 
90on appFoacfaing u»y every man sum* 
moned aU his cooragef shortly the door 

.iras vnbolted^ and. a rufEan darted' iny 
whose daring look \ras changed to aa 
icy paleness ^ which tights from behind 
leflected) when he fqimd each arm ^ei}9edf 
hy one of our people^ wbile.a third, held n 
pbtol to hift beadr Uttering a faint inipve^ 
^BtaKm, be alarmed the rest, and both sidea 

"knn»ediately fired. We then pushed for-* 
T^rd^ wittiout any regard for those 'who 
£eU^ and pursuing ^e rest through the^va^^ 
xum^ avenues ofthe dea^ secured: them all^ 
as we have reason to ipaagine, astonishment 
half deprlvi^ them of the power of te-^ 
sislancae. :ki the largest apartmeat of this 
sirsUge pl«ce we fou^ (gnes^, M^amj 
how we were ainazed 1} ouf Jjor4, . with an 
unknown Lady, and three of omr fellow- 
servants, who were newly brought in by 
the ruffians, . and bound : • dreadful, nq 
dofiht> would hav^ been their death bo^ 
(ox tilts miraculous deliverance !' '' Alienat- 
edr as my affections must long have beei^ 
from itiiy father/' oonUoued Miss Cecily 
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turning the discoi/rse to herself, '' I couKJ 
Hot hear of his wooderf^il e&pape v^ithout 
feeling the/most Jively satisfftction. It 
was damped, however, by recollecting the 
body of Wjlliams. I saw too plainly that 
I must now account for il to one invested 
with authority to enquire, and resolution 
to convict me. Lost in a variety of plans, 
' my father had been some minutes in the 
house ere I stirred from my own anti^ 
chamber, where his approach at once con* 
fined me. Faint and si)ent I arose, and, 
bending before hiro, wept forth my duty 
arid ' my joy. ^ I know all you would isay, 
my child/ cried he, eagerly, ' and how thi« 
horrible place was discovered ; but where 
is Lord Leicester and bis I^idy?' • Struck 
dumb with a question, as clear and deci«* 
rive as if he had been a sharer in the trans-* 
actions of the night, toy eyes were fixed 
upon him in terror and stupefaction ; when 
my brother, impatient for the discovery, 
made his way at once into- my ch^nber, 
t^rhither the loud exclamation he gave 
collected all present ; nor could my fatbet 
resist hastening as fal^t as bis inilnDities 



THE RECESS^ &€• ^ 

permitted; hoping^ a9 I had reasoa to 
imagioe^ he there should find 'that enemy, 
who' more engrossed his thoughts than 
the preservation of his own life, or mine. 
How were all amazed, when the lifeless 
villain, Williams, alone appeared ! Some 
examined his pockets, while others search- 
ed the chamber. My father spoke not for 
some time, when fixing an eye on me 
falshood never durst encounter, he pointed 
ironically to the body : * You killed him, 
doubtless,' said be; and relapsed again 
into his meditation^ After a time, some 
faint remembrance glanced across hi« 
mind* He drew near, and examining the 
dead man's « features, seemed to recollect^ 
and in recollecting to dread him ; for at 
once he shrunk into himself, and repcjated 
in a low voice, ' that villain !' Not hav- 
ing, however, any clue to his thoughts, 
though he had to mine, there rested. my 
idea of the matter. I collected all my 
courage, and framing the most plausible 
lale the present situation allowed, re^ 
solved to abide by it, whatever the eveni. 
My father likewise settled bis plan oi 
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'proceeding, and far from regulating the 
iservants, whose every motion fear niade 
Tvild and eccentric, turned his attention 
solely OH me. Riding at last . with a stern 
air, ' Rose/ isaid he, * follow me/ I had 
of late heen but too much accustomed to 
that harsh voice, and obeyed in silence. 
Seating himself in an adjacent apartment,, 
he demah^d an exact recital of all the 
horrors of the night. I eommenced with 

' .the being roused by .Wilhamtv I related 
Jixis design^ and the tlireats- which had* 
idmost brought my life ta the point of 
a moment> when, sybstitotiiig. Ar,tbur foe 
Lord Leicester, 1 affirmed that it was hi» 
providential arrival,, guided by an un- 
known Lady^ and the desperate couragie 
;Kapplied .by. the emiergeticy, which had 
j«6Cued me fix>m the knife o£ that invete^ 
.rate villain. He interrupted me, eagerly 
eoquiring for the Lady. On my assuring, 
him she was gone— r* Think well/ cried 
he, ip a terrible voice, ^ think well, rash, 
jrom^ntic girl, ere you ventitre again Uy 
answer me. I know the cause of Leices- 
ter's flight; i know too, its companion ^ . 
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•] * koow (hat he' e&eap«d a i^v hoiits b^ 
•fbre firoiSL the dmigeon- hi Which I Mrak 
'found ; I know, H so, who must be his 
<!OQiederate. Stain to the xiatne 6f Gecil> 
diEfgejiemteifretch! oat cootetit with the 
Wind ciedotity at youth, to ^ embotom^ 
r^6<5ud^ ati«^ ^btt a truiitioy; wilt ihqu cm^ 
"<?eal his wife 9-^ TreiBb]« at thevefigeance 
. ^f thy 8oveif€!gtt .^ ttedible alike at' tfcfat 
^ thnf fafthe^.* 'Cottvinctd <by whatevar 
<iv^derfo) means be "was sb fnWy mfofi^ 
'^) that! tdtAd not hic>t>e to ^tide himf, 
I fttarted up, nly eMiptexion cihaiigmg 
^evtry inotMntr^'' I Indeed fittd' triysfelf, my 
'tont,"^ crkd I, ^ iincJtjttal to st fiil9eho6rf, 
%ttt yorif trill firtd me equal to the most 
^despefafte truth. It wfts Lord tiCficeHer; t 
tfwti, wfcom Heateto itself brought to my 
^!tef ; and shall I deliver him up to ideath 
•who saved me from it ? Oh n^r^r, never ? 
Sheltered in a spot less liilble to snspicion^ 
than that from which they lately e$caped> 
he with his chosen happy bride can safely 
Waft till the violence of the Queen gives 
place to justice. Tortures should wring 
"no more from me; and whatever my fate. 
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h will always admH of one sweet eonsd* 
latioQ, in the remembrance thal.Hearen 
allowecJ nie to recompense a benefit at the 
moment of recetvbig ti* Why sboulct I 
repeat/' sighed our fair narrator; *' all the 
rage^ tears^ an^ altercation, that for'a few 
days made life a torment to me? Totally 
confined to my apmrtment^ and treated 
lik^ a criminal^ it was even hinted that 
my continued obstinacy wottld provoke 
my father into making that horrible deOj^ 
the Rece^> my prisonv In one instaiice 
^lone wa^ I fortuz\ate;. my n^ysterions 
^peech had: impressed on my father's, mind 
an opinion, h^ bad previoufsly. adopt^d» 
that Lord r Leicester, with Jiia Lady^ must 
t)e secreted ixk or near KenilwprthCaaitl^ 
.yf hither his most tJfUs^d ^es immediate 
iresorted^ and amused, him with various, 
suppositions dispatched daily from thence^ 
Oppressed with unkind ness,. and severity^ 
often did my weak^ my wavering heart 
prompt me to follow^ and if possible over-' 
take you; bgt the instant r^colle<;Uoa of 
the obvious track such a rash iliglit joiust 
opea t9 your htveteratfi pursuers,, alwa^a 
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tubdued so unjustifiable a wish. My father 
at once changed his measures ; and re* 
leasing, carried me with him to every sus* 
pected place in the neighbourhood; hoping 
from tbe alteratron of my features to dis-> 
cover that which contained Lord Leicester*. 
By a fatdity which completed my misfor* 
tunes, 4ci one of these tours wl^ encorni-^ 
tered Irton, that lover who cost me both 
the Queen's and my father's favour : en- 
i^ouraged by Lord Burleigh once more, he 
returned with us. Incapable of lovei bul 
infatuated with politics, his ardent desire of 
holding a rank in his favourite line through 
toy means revived. Regardless of my 
tears, coldness^ and disdain, he had at way* 
looked lip to my father as the decider of 
bis fate, and still continued to do so, I 
bad the misery of learning a bargain w«i$ 
made, of which I must be the unconsent-« 
ing pledge^ and that almo&l, immediately^ 
I knew my father's inexorable nature; I 
knew likewise that of Irton ; and had rea^* 
son to dread that the next fit of rage would 
consign me to UgaX infamy, unless by a 
desperation on my owii par^^ I prevented 
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this on tlfcir's. Wonder not that at la^ I 
yielded to a measure bo long combated-. I 
selected a servant in whom I had a con^^ 
fidence^ who procured me this- disguise^ 
and offered to protect me. I blest that feitli 
I. co^ld never hope sufficiently ti>.rewaTd;, 
and winged alike with kope and fear^ pur*- 
«ued your route widi indeiWtigable dili*- 
ge&te, faaviBg kfta lett^ w^hick spoke a£ 
liondoo iSL^^ tby 1i»ylum.^ 
i T0 this ge&eroias-' xeciial^ tay Lc^ aod 
lelf I'epUed \yiih rteiierated ausvrances^ of 
fciendsbip and protsctioti^ ai ivUl as tfao 
k'^est encomiame oa her c6|irage aait 
coadiict : ihordj after wbidi^ tay Lor4 
quitted the cabin. ^ Yb«. who hm^ \tm^ 
been tbe confidante, the 9ole confidante of 
my weakness/* r^utned Misii Cecil in A 
tender tone, while her doubtful eye seemed 
to search my very sou),, ** will be less sur* 
^ri^ed al its. e^cl. thaiv ite confession. Yet 
even l^iat,^ strange as it may seem, sprwng 
fk)m fwud^nce, I had well considered, my 
4ear Matilda,- every part of my past and 
future conduct. I too plainly felt,^ that 
^hile I imjigitied my Lord a stranger to 
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tlie inapufees of my heart, it might still 
adhere to him with a dangerous tenderness.- 
By the boldness of this step "I have madci 
Ijim a judge ovfer me, and shall act with 
the severest prudence. I know your gene- 
rous disposition, seeing only the better part 
of mine, laight have induced you still ta 
widi mfe near you ;— how could I resist so^ 
sweet an invitation ? Ah, only by silencing • 
the most decisive pleader ! Lord Leicester 
can now never urge me on the d^ngei-ous 
subject. In ^ whatever place you fix your 
residence, I will retire to a neighbouring 
uionasterj^ as a -boarder, where always 
bearing of, and sometimes seeing both," 
added she, in a voice broken by sobs, *'my 
wishes wilj be completed; nor do I imar 
gine you will in the interim grudge me a 
^hare in Lord Iieicester's danger." — '* Ah, 
little .do yoli If now me," returned I, press-* 
ing her hand affectionately, '' if you think I 
4Could grudge you a share in his happiness^ 
Never, my tender, generous giri, nevermore 
will we part: never could Lord Leicester 
hopcj, jor his wife/<rar, any thing uribecora-* 
ing from a soul likie yom's. .Actuated bul 
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by one sentiment, counterparts by nature 
of each other, you and I should violate her 
laws were we to -separate^*' ** To own the 
whole truth, my sweet friend," retur/ied 
she^ with her usual noble ingenuousness, 
*^ I expected this instatice of your genero- 
sity ; but it only confirms my resolution ; 
and my own heart would anticipate the 
• condemnation of your's were it possible for 
me to waver/* 

. A seii§6 of safety, and of grj^titude to 
my fair friend, diffused itself tli rough my 
soul as the evening closed, to which I had 
for some time been a stranger. Lord Lei- 
cester pressed us to enjoy the sweetness 
of the hour. We ascended the deck, and 
seating ourselves in a little boat lashed 
to it, every fear, every hope seeme4 sus- 
pended, and the present, all of our lives 
for which any had a sense. The gentle 
ti^ezes only played upon the w^hite sails, 
and the vessel cut with a safe and pleasant 
motion through those green waves whose 
points the full moon exquisitely silvered, 
as breaking they gave life to the Btilln^ss 
of the' night. I turned ifty ^es with the 
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siveetest satisfaction from my love to my 
ftiend^ from aiy frknd to my love ; tbc 
same mild orb deHcately' iliamed either 
ftice; a manly tef^derness liiarked Lord 
Leicester's attention to me, a grateful de» 
ference that t<> Miss Cecil ; while the fair 
Rose, rich in the applauses of her own' 
heart, and nobly conscious of her claims 
on our's, forgot that there was any thing 
wanting to her happiness. These sacred 
pauses in life, which lovers only know, in* 
vigorate the soul as sleep does the body, 
and alone can enable us to sustain the past 
and coming ills. Prepared by a mental 
calm for the happiest repose, sleep asserted 
a claim to those hours fear and fatigue had 
long possessed, and my Lord insisted on 
remaining above. The loveliness, of the 
weather, though the autumn was far' afl- 
Tanced, made this less dangerous, and Miss 
Cecil at last consented to share with m^ 
flie only miserable bed, which neverblie-* 
less^ afforded us that rest a palace had 
often denied. The ncKt morning entirely 
reversed the scene, and destroyed at once 
dut .^omfoki and iraaquillity, . With> tbe 
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it^oon the weather changed ; and the win^ 
l^ecoming eatirely contrary; that, deadly: 
sickness iQcidept to voyager^ sei^e^ ^Uke 
Oil Misii Cecil and me^ absorbing ieven the* 
sense of danger. , With an exhausted anU 
lenness we surveyed those roaring surges, 
vhoBe hoUbws fancy could not venture to 
fathom^: apdaa^ ourselves driven almost 
back to the shore of England> without 
strength or spirits even to lament our cruel- 
destiny. My Lord, happily, more used to- 
the sea> resisted its influence^ and exerted 
himself equally in comforting the sufferer* 
and assisting the sailors; hs^pily too tbey- 
were all well acquainted with the coast ^ 
WhUe the contrary .wind and enraged ele-: 
9ients.cQnsitutedj in one sense, our safety, 
*seve*y other ve^el took shelter in ih€r 
nearest port, and waited in safety more 
fevouraWe weather. Tossed aboui^ for near 
ten days> we at las* made Havre-diJ'rGrace 
€9drly in the morjaing, whai more dead 
than alive, I was com^ey)ed to the first ien, 
and instantly put to bed. . 

Here my fatigues 4Mid appx!ehension« 
were very near prodMicing a mtsforti»ne I 
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From (he first bad dreaded. I had bul tod 
nucb reason to fear that tlie poor babe 
vlio had been the innocent cause of these 
calamities would never live to reward as 
for them^ but urged into a premature ex- 
istence^ of all this mighty world would 
claim only a grave. The grief this gave 
me increased the danger. I knew the pas- 
sionate desire of offspring which possessed 
my Lord ; I had often flattered myself this 
^vish, if indulged^ would fill up that void 
in his life the promise had caused. .What 
then should I suffer to see such a disap- 
j)ointmeut added to the sacrifices and de- 
gradations I had already entailed upon 
Wm! It was at this crisis all the merit 
of Miss Cecil shone forth : to the delicate 
attentions of a friend^ she united the soft 
solicitude of a mother. She soothed my 
mind with the most fidttering hopes ; and, 
jealous lest in any fretful moment my secret 
soul should doubt hex attachment, she so 
entirely forestalled every suspicion, that 
uninformed spectators would rather have 
imagined me the only source of her happi- 

VOL. XI. D 
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ness than the feole obstacle to it. M length 
t conquei'ed the datiger, and thea my 
spirits returned faster than my dtrengtlu 
Often I talked of Ehgland, of ifty si8ter> 
and the expected dispatches. I wrote to 
Lady Mortimer, and briefly related those 
incidents I have here explained in many 
j)agt3S ; I claimed her alliance, her protfec- 
tion; explained the present 'delicate situa- 
tion of my health ; and enclosed my pic- 
ture, in little, not dbiibting but that would 
identify my birth; and part of the dia- 
monds we brought with us were converted 
into money, to establish our rank, if vrt 
found itipvudent to .acknowledge it. 

I continued a long time too weak to 
quit my chamber, yet at intervals a new 
fear disturbed me. I peficeiv^d my Lord 
4ibsent and anxious; an extreme paleiiiess 
often overcame the floridness of hature, 
arid traversing the room for h6urs, he 
Would give way to a chagrin, the can^e 
of which not all my tenderest entreaties 
could* wring from him. I often recalled 
tl>e words of my sister; I fancied he vainly 



' THE R£C£fl8, 8cC. 51 

regretted the distinction ,of .royalty, the 
fn*ide of splepdour, and the pleaaore of 
^pulinrity. Accustomed to be the object 
of every eye, to have every wish fore- 
stalled, to beobeyed ere he spoke, 1 sigh- 
ing owned the change in his fate might 
.well appear dreary. Not daring to l)int 
my ideas, 1 impatiently expected the re- 
-turn ef the express sent to Rouen, hoping 
it wo^id open new prospects, and disperse 
the heavy cloud between him and felicity. 
But oh ! how delusive is human perspica- 
city !— Insdlently vain of our bounded 
knowledge we boast of tracing every 
thought and action of individuals, seas di- 
vide from us even at the very moment we 
misjudge all with whom we are immedi- 
ately surrounded. My fond attention fixed 
partially on Lord Leicester, looked not 
i out of himself for causes of grief. Lady 
•Mortimer's answer at length arrived; she 
acknowledged her relationship to me with 
surprize and pleasure^; and kindly lament- 
ed that her infirm health did not permit 
her to pay, in commg \o me, that defe- 
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rence my riBgal birth entitled me to ; but - 
assured tier train waited opr permission to 
escort us to Rouen, whither she urged us 
Xq hasten^ as well for her own safety, as to - 
gratify her impatience. My expectations 
being fully answered by this letter, breath- 
less with joy I raised, my eyes to Lord 
Leicester, who had been perusing it over 
my shoulder : the}' met his, full of a sad-' 
ness so meaning, that it numbed my very 
heart. 

Long used to dread ievery day would 
teem with some horrible event, I snatched 
his hand, and in broken accents only 
begged to know it. . He sunk at my feet, 
and hiding his tears with my robe, swelled 
with sobs that almost cracked my heart- 
strings, '^You have told me you loved 
me, Matilda ?'' said he, in a broken and 
iloubtful voice. — ^[ Told you V* re-echoed I ; 
*'• heavens and earth ! can that^ my Lord, 
remain a question? Have I not for you 
forgot the rights of sex, of rank, of every 
thing but love ?"— ^^ Have I not done all 
man could to deserve these sacrifices f" 
a^ain demanded he. ^^ Debate no more 
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ftdinitted merits," cried I, with wild im- 
patience; ^^ oh give me the truth, and all 
the truth at once ; nor doubly torture me 
with this pomp of preparation. What- 
ever it is, I will remember there might 
be a worse, since my eyes still behold 
you: every evil but your danger my soul 
can surely cope with. You speak not 
yet: we are then discovered, betrayed*, 

delivered up, condemned!^ the fatal 

power of Elizabeth has reached us even 
. here ; for nothing else can surely thus aft 
feet you?" ^^ It has indeed," sighed he. 
" Oh why then," exclaimed I, *' forgetful 
of all my assurances, ^ am I unprovided 
with, poison! for death mu^t now be the 
only mercy hoped. May the ocean, from 
which we with so much difficuky escaped, 
entomb us on bur return rather than re- 
sign us up to her licensed vengeance 1"^ — 
'^ The power of Elizabeth has reached 
us," added he, more mournfully, " though 
not in our own persons. Safe still in my 
arms, in my heart, you may, my love, 
iong arraign and bewail a misfortune all 
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Europe will bewail with you." His sym*- 
pathizing eyes explained the truth — th^ 
agoni^ng, truth — ^my soul understood hhn— ^ 
Aghast with horror, my eyes seemed t^ 
set^ and every limh to stiffen to marhle; a 
sensation^ to which fainting is ease, con-i^ 
densed every faculty ; and nature, powerful 
nature, 8truc({ on my heart at the thougfal 
of my mother, with a pang, perhap^^ 
equal to that with which she bore me* 
The radiant son of love seemed to. dip 
^nto a sea of blood, and sink there for 
ever! Unable to reduce the torrent of my 
ideas, into li^nguage, I buried my head 
in my: robe, and pointed to the door^ 
that all might leave me. Happily, mX 
Lord isaw a prudence in compliance, and 
laying* down several letters, instan-tly re* 
tired; A horrible transport for some rao« 
'ments benumbed me; — how multiplied^, 
how ccHUplicated, how various, how new, 
were then my feelings! feelings which 
ever return with tlie remembrance !. feeU 
ings which opened a vein in my cbai- 
Tacter as well as my heart-^all sense of 



gentleness vanished. The firsC paper I 
perused confirmed my fears — I s^w in the 
first lines the decided fote of the royal 
Mary — I seemed to behold the savage 
hand of Elizabeth^ dipt in the blood of 
• an anointed sister sovereign, — I felt that 
she was my mother, my fond^ nay helpless 
mother^ m^ njy heart floated in tearsj, 
which were hours working their way up to 
xny burning eyes. The furies of Orestes 
surrounded me, and thundered parricide^ 
nothing but parricide, in my ear. What, 
groaned I, after $p long an endurance, 
such complicated evils, supported with a 
patience that left not her enemies a pre- 
tence for sacrificing her, that misery was 
jeserved for her daughter ? Perhaps even 
at the moment, she laid, that beauteous 
head, so many hearts were born to wor- 
ship, on the block, every agony of deat{i 
was doubled^ by the knowledge her daugh^* 
ter brought her ther«.— -Why .did J not 
perish in the Recess by lightning? Why 
did not the ocean entomb me ? Wh^r^ 
why, O God, was I permitted to survive 
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my innocence ? In the wildness of itiy a^ 
fliction 1 cursed the hour, the fetal hour, 
when I ventured beyond the bounds pre- 
scribed me. Yes,, lov^, love itself was 
annihilated ; and (could I once have be- 
lieved it?) deeply did I wish I had nevdr 
seen Lord Leicester. Passing from paper 
to paper, I saw friends and enemies unite 
in the eulogium of the Royat Martyr. — 
What magnanimity, what sweetness, what 
sanctitude did they assign to her — she 'be- 
came a bright example in the most awful 
of trials. — Subliming the idea of revenge 
inseparable from human nature she com- 
prized it in comparison. — ^And what a 
comparison I- — casting off the veil of her 
mortality, to darken over the future days 
of Elizabeth, the radiant track of her 
ascension concenteredj^ while it dimmed 
the eyes of those surrounding n-ations, who * 
too late bewailed their shameful inactivity.^ 
Spirit of the royal Mary t oh thou most 
injured ! sighed out at last my Ochausted 
fOul, from that blessedness to which the 
wretch now levelled with the du.st, per* 
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haps too early translated thee, beam peace 
and pardon ! Assuage the horrors of the 
involuntary sin; and oh, receive my life as 
its expiation ; Or a little, but a liltle, soothe 
its sad remainder. * 

Yet vain and uncertain were all . my 
ideas respecting the discovery I imputed 
to Elizabeth. Convinced* that nothing 
had ever been intrusted to friendship, I 
was assured nothing could have been be- 
trayed. In the bosom of my sister our 
mutual secret rested, and there I imagined 
every motive must bury it. I reviewed 
every paper once more : alas, I only added 
to my affliction, by observing that the 
name of EUinor was industriously avoided, 
lost in conjecture, it w^s some time ere I 
perceived one- letter my robe half covered : 
I pressed to my lips the writing of Lady 
Arundel. 

*' Scarce dare I allow -myself time to 

congratulate you, my most honoured 

'friend, on escaping the deadly rage of 

Elizabeth, so much do I know you long 

for news of your. sister. Alas^ that I coold 

P 5 



vettum^ ia that informatkHi^ 'the pka»a£€ 
your's gave me. Called to visit Lady Pemr 
brcAe^ whose danger was too sudden for 
me to be apprized of it, EUinor caiae baefa 
to Court the very hour that my Loid and 
you left it. . She todL the place of my sis- 
ter, (who oirgkt to have been ia waitiogj.) 
and by this means she was iinibrtunateiy 
preheat a:t the time the. Queen perused 
Lord Leicester's explanatory letter. U»- 
boanded in ber resentment, Klizabetb le*- 
telled it all against tbe rnifortuBate EUir 
bof; and in severely taxing ber wi*h 
treachery and guilt, 'dfopt expreasianc, bj 
irhich she learnt the dangerous srtnalioli 
your flight bad unfortunately placed bet 
in, as well as the evils to which you both 
stood ex|)os€d.-t-Gri€f, fearv and indigj»«- 
tjon almost deprived her of reason^ and 
the Qtieen insisting her silence proceeded 
from obstinacy, threw at her a large book 
she. had been readitig, which striking the 
sweet Ellinor on the temple, she dropt 
■enseless at once. The other ladies cut 
her iaees ; and the ieager eyies of the Queen 



THE n£G^S$^ k^ 59 

were attracted by a small packet suspend- 
ed to the black ribboD she always wore 
round her neck. Not even the surprizing 
.efiect its con^nts took on the Queen^ has 
ever enabled any one to guess at them : 
colour, strength^ and speech, for some mo- 
ments forsook Elizabeth ; when recovering 
her faculties^ she once morie perused the 
ia(?iBOi;ials,. then deliberately tore theot 
into atoms; then summoning Walsingham, 
and Burleigh, ^\\ bar at:tenda|its, save 
.the old Lady Lati^ier, relired. From the: 
Conrt, Elhnor \^as convpyed that night,. 
though by whom or whither is yet a secret. 
Lov^ and friendship are however incessant- 
ly employed in her favqur j nor can her 
. prison long remain so when once it is dis- , 
covered. Were 1 to name the most ardent 
and an^ious^ of her lovers I should surprize 
you; .but he- shall only be known, when 
with conscious pride he presents her to yop,, 
.and claims his reward. 

The profound policy Elizabeth has al- 
;ways preserved with respect to Lord Lei - 
tcester siiice hi^ flight, has far from being; 
■ ' . d6 
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satisfactory to his friends V She speaks <ff 
him only in an indifferent light, and as if 
employed by herself; while all that passed 
between them almost every body under- 
stands, though no one dares to say so. It 
seems indeed as if her rage had been di- 
verted from him by another object. I 
seed not name her here., Alas, how se- 
verely are you- both revenged on th« 
Queen. The galhng chain from which 
she has at last enfranchised Mary, writhes 
round her own heart ; and if it would gra- 
tify you te see Elizabeth tremble> believe 
me you neejd only see her. Obliged tx> 
avow remorse, to give an example in the 
severity of her mourning, for a deed only 
her will could have authorised, she has the 
misery of knowing her murdered royal 
prisoner enthroned in Heaven, and em- 
balmed in the tears- of even her own peo^ 
pie. Never more will she taste of peace ; 
for that indeed can only dwell with in- 
nocence.** 

The fiill conviction that Elizabeth had 
incurred the abhorrence of all the world,. 
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l^y this horrible infraction of the rights 
of royalty, society, and sex, a little gratified 
my exquisite resentment. Yes, sighed I, 
Heaven has invented a punishment propor- 
tionable to her crime. Counteracting by 
one strojve the policy of her whole life, she 
has permitted herself to be known, and of 
consequence execrated. Destined to sur- 
vive her youth, her virtue, her fame, and 
her happiness; although encircled with a 
diadem, her weary head shall vainly seek 
one faithful tender bosom to repose on. 
Those fiery passions, so often destructive to 
others, wanting now an object, must ptey 
upon the heart that conceals them ; till 
envying the glorious end, as she ever did 
the difitrnguished bloom of Mary Stuart, 
her fate is wound up in fears of her off- 
spring. In vain her cruel care would extir- 
pate them; every crime will but give birth 
to a new fear, and the martyrdom of the 
Queen of Scots will multiply the causes of 
her terror, since she now knows that more 
than one child survives her. 

As the evening closed, this billet vras 
given me from my Lord : 
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''^ Tbe hes^-t which has long bled by an*- 
ti<!;ipiakion fpr your sonow demands to par- 
take it with you. Ob! my sole love, deny 
^le not a &hare in yoyr compassion. Fearful 
etery aK>nien t lest I should lose the daughteif> 
the fate of the mother struggled with that 
grief in my soul, nor durst I commui^icate 

* il till oQwcealoiient became impossible. — I 
do not a^k you to be G'Omfort^^ weep o;^> 
my d^ar Matilda^ but weep in my arins^ f^ 
what havQ I lei% in life if yoc^ iorget to lof^ 
me r 

This littlq bitletj happily calculated to 
awaken the softer. passions, drew forth mj 
t^rp in great ai>u^ii'nce. I repi^oached my- 

;^lf with violence and unkindness. '* Le^t 
m^ not/' cried I, /^ while so severely 1^* 

.minting pn,e error be guilty of apotj:igf. 
Lost to tb? duties, the claims (ph I^eavep 
that I should be so !) of a daughter, tho^e 
pf a wife ought to assume a double influ- 
ence. Yes, chosen Leicester, I am your'p, 
am ever your's ; if this oppressed heart ^ocs 
not wholly diss.olrve in sorrow, y^u will oije • 

'day become again its only object ; and 
sacred from this moiii^t be tb^ rights of all 



imited with tne," I collected my wild af- 
flicted <^ogfat$5 aod raising them ia prayevy 
a Ue9€ed compogure overcame the agita- 
tioi^ of miy mind. Passing into the next 

,sQom, where' I heard my Lord walking, I 
threw myself into hisi arms* *^ Oh you 
whom i have so fatally loved^'' faltered I, 
^' you who are now nearly my all^ fill up> 
if possible^ every avenue to my heart, and 
guard, it itwa letroBpection/' He to- 

.sweied not a word> hut pressing bis cheek 
to mine^, on r tears mi ngled. 

^^ I aee too plainly the kvubh, the fatal 
truth/' said l, recurring to Lady Arundel's 
letter. *' Lovely^ ill-£at^d sister^ it was you 
ibeu who accelerated our hapless mother's 
death ! That Elizabeth kaew me for a 
daughtier of the Stuart line, she took a 
dea^y m«an« bo certify, but how she dis^o^ 
yer^d i<> muat ever have appeared miracu- 
lous without this letter ; I now plainly per- 
ceive that my sister indiscreetly wore the 
dop£eate pi;oof of our birth, its dearest and 
best testimonial^ while mine is yet treasured 

^ ia^ the setsret cabinet at Kenilworih ; and 

.th4«> juk 90(6 momei\t. destroyed her owu 
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peace> and determined the fate of her mother. 
Oh, most inexorable ! Could thy vengeance 
demand more than one victim ? Is then the 
daughter silently sacrificed on the lamented 
grave of her parent? Never more, be- 
loved sister of my blood and heart, shall I 
heboid thee \ never more draw comfort from 
thy sweet accents, nor with thee pierce 
through the veil of futurity, and catch 
gleams of golden days. Doubtless Elizabeth 
imagines this the only authentic proof exist- 
ing ? Oh, if in consequence of that opinion, 
she touches the innocent life of Ellinor, I 
will oflTer incontestable evidence alike of 
Mary*s marriage with Norfolk, and our birth, 
at the foot of Henry's throne. He is famed 
for justice and generosity ; I am, alas, the 
helpless object of both. The house of 
Guise will unite to protect me; perhaps all 
Europe will aid too late the powerless King 
of Scots, and save him froto feeling his ini- 
potence of royalty." 

Unable entirely to sh^re, unwilling in the 

least tacontroul> my tender feelings for my 

family. Lord Leicester's life could not at this 

^period be called happy. Miss Ceeil agaia 
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appeared our guardian angel. As an inter- 
mediate person she felt for, she soothed both, 
till my irritated passions meliorated insensi^ 
bly into sadness. I began to listen to tt*e 
flattering hopes she continually instilled, 
that my sister still lived, and some fortunate 
event might yet restoi*e her to us. My Lord 
was assured, by the united testimony of his 
friends, that Elizabeth Imd ixo pretence for 
impeaching him, and Henry learnt with 
pleasure his design of fixing his residence in 
France. Thus again our peace seemed re- 
established on a better foundation . than it 
had yet been : and I devoted my attentioo, 
for the present, solely to recompencing lay 
Lord for all he had renounced in my favour, 
.Overwhelmed with the repeated solicita- 
tions of Lady Mortimer, I at last summoned 
resolution to set out for Rouen ; from 
whence we had been supplied with every 
accommodation suitable to our rank. That 
city having long been distinguished as tbe 
refuge of every noble exile, my Lord fixed 
• on it for our residence : my relation to Lady - 
Mortimer ensured me every honour, and 
Lord Leicester's naipe would ^oon form us a 
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litlle couFt. The crisis now apiproacbe^ 
very near, which- both considered with jay 
-and terror> and it appeared, some relief to he 
uflder the eye of a Lady, whose experienqe 
and tenderness might lessen my suiTerings^ 
Lord Leicester's Unwearied, indulgence and 
ao^iQ^s consideration, every hour endeared 
hm more ta naie, and I glc^d^y on reflection 
^componnd^d with fortune for all her* other 
.$e verities, since the first object of my heart 
^Wfts still unaltered* , 

Averse to being known ere we had formc)d 
'a suite, and selected a habitation, i^y Lord 
;gave Lady Mortimer notice that we should 
\not arrive till night. As we past through 
.the gates of Rouen, escorted by ker traiOi 
aay heart beat high with the idea of ^veet- 
iing the sister of tbe noble Norfolk; the 
lonly being (my mvn excepted) allied in 
'^ood to me. She met me at tbe entrance 
of a saloon ; I clasped her hands with emo^ 
tion ; I wept upon, I pressed them to my 
bosom. She embraced. me with, extreme 
composore, and holding, me back a moment, 
ran over my features and person with so 
keen a scrutiny as convinced mipthat^^»- 
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sibility was not her ch^iracteristic. ' While 
due complknents passed between Miss Cecil, 
my Lord, and her, I, in turn/ indulged 
myself with an examination. Her person 
was full-sized, tall, and graceful, like aJJ 
the family of Howard ; her features visibly 
parked both by age and decayed beauty ; 
her dress simple, being like my own, of 
mourning, and her manners strongly con^ 
veyed the idea of superiority. Dignity, 
tinctured with austerity, marked her coa- 
versation; and I felt, to my great regret* 
that I had gained a relation, without win-» 
jiiog a friend. Two monks, to whom ihe 
paid a profound defereac^; an old officer of 
the Mortimer family, and his sister, were 
introduced to us as persons entitled to share 
our secret; and we saw it indeed lodged 
with them, ere our consent was demanded. 
Lord Leicester was struck disagreeably aj 
thi^ discovery, but struggled with his pride* 
wd' affected good humour ; while finding 
myself, after all my dangers, under a roof 
sanctified, by alliance, and where my Lord 
seemed restored to his proper aphere, plear 
sure dilated my whole &oul, and I. sat dowa 
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lo a sumptuous entertainment prepared an 
the occasion, with an appetite I had long 
Wanted. 

My aunt avoided, in consideration of my 
state and fatigues, entering into our aflairs, 
and brought her own before us with a kind 
freedom ; assured us of the friendship of 
her eldest son. Lord Mortimer, who had 
preferred tlie pleasure of liberty in both his . 
Religion and actions, by serving in the wars 
of France, to seeking a precarious fortune 
in England under an enemy to the Pope. 
The landed property, once the inheritance 
of the Mortimers, her Lbrd had prudently 
disposed of ere the return of Philip to Spain, 
im whose service he had , ever continued : 
and that Monarch, famed ,as he was for 
meanness and ingratitude, had shewn a 
Signal sense of the attachment, by a grant 
16 her youngest son of a considerable por^ 
tion of land in Jamaica, which he bad cul- 
tivated under such indulgences, as made it 
every day more valuable. His marriage 
with a Spanish lady, had united him more 
firmly to their government and interests : 
but having lately had the misfortune to lose 
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his wife, he had yielded to the intreatics of 
his mother to visit France, and was hourly 
expected. Occupied with her own narrar 
tion my aunt no longer remembered that I 
was weary. Miss Cecil, however, reminded 
her of the hour, and we were conducted to 
a magnificent apartniont. 

Lord Leicester slightly touched on the 
little disgust he had justly conceived, and 
indulged a drowsiness which I could not 
immediately partake. New objects had 
awakened my fancy, and invaded my rest ; 
images more pleasing than had blest me 
since the moment I quitted Kenilworth 
Castle, now enlivened my soul. '^ Yes, my 
Leicester,'' said I, softly grasping the hand 
<rf my sleeping love, '^ for me thou shalt no 
more be endangered, and degraded ; beyond 
the reach of our enemies we may now laugh 
at alL their impotent malice. Ah, vain and 
presumptuous ! a deadly snare was at that 
mbinent winding round my heart, and a 
punishment prepared Avhich pierced it 
through the bosom of security. Alas! ma- 
dam, this night of promised peace proved 
the aera of my life 5 and became so by a 
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misfortune which absorbed the sense of every 
other. How, how shall I recal the scene, 
^nd preserve xecoUectioii enough to p^int 
it ? Dropping into that soft letharjgy which 
foreruns sleep— nah, why had I not beeA 
Iniried in the deepest? but I was born the 
fate of those I loved. It was my peculiar 
misery to raise the hand which cut tliem off 
from all but my memory, and oh, to weep 
through life the errors of too soft a heart!— 
Sinking, as I have already said, into slum- 
ber, I fancied I heard a noise in the room— 
Starting up, with a fear habit had made al- 
most intuitive, I awakened Lord Leicester, . 
who instantly drew aside the curtain. I 
discerned with inexpressible horror, by the 
pale light of a laiithom,. many men sa!*- 
rounding the bed with levelled arms, while 
one with an imperious voice called out to 
him to surrender to the Queen of England. 
At that fatal sound my very soul recoiled, 
but my Lord, not deigning to answer, drew 
a swoird, always laid unddr his pillow, anil 
haughtily commanded them 'to leave the 
chamber. The men advancing, he aimed 
at the one nearest him, who^'by instantly 
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retreating^ j^ifed tbe arm. of his companion^ 
The flash of d^th^ the tremendous souad^ 
the fciMklg of the dword-^all^ all cbnfirined 
fai a moment mry fate-. — H-Insird Leicester^ 
the Worshipped of ray sowl— toy all on-earth 

aia^s, ialuaost my all in heaven^ suiik 

into my weak arms in a last convulsioja* I 

* ^That whicb^ at the appoifttcd iperiod, 

shall annihilate nature^ can alon^ surpasi 
the im|>ressioa/of the moment. Terrible 
too w&s the x^onfusion of these wretch^ at 
«o unforesieen ' an event. The faint light 
*hey carried gleamed oTer thofeesfeatures^so 
adored. He tremulously raised my hand 
to hii$ li^s> and gave' up his soul id silence 
on my bo»om. 

B(it who shall dpeak the misery of my 
Iniiid ? Precipitated^ like the offending aa- 
gels, at once from heaven to liell, an awful ^ 
Mlence took place of lamentation. Oh it was 
•a woe too mighty for complaint. Insensible 
to fear, I at length desperAtely urged his 
inurder^rs ottce mm'e to unite those they 
li^ad thus separated. I bathed rfty bosoin in 
the*bltes^ crmison t^liich still flowed from 
ftis, iftttd trsited alike ott heaven and man to 
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end me. Alas, the only object of ray hopes^ 
my fears, my cares, my wishes, was con- 
gealing before the eyes of the forlorn wretch 
. eoddemoed to survive hina. The entrance 
of Lady Mortimer wrought grief up to 
phrenzy, and for inany days gave that re- 
lief to all my agonies* 

Reason dawned upon my disordered soul 
iike light through chaos. A dim remem- 
brance of what I had been preceded that of 
what I was. Faintly I recognized even the 
weak hand with which I drew back the 
curtain* 1 found myself in a narrow cell, 
lighted only through an obscure casement 
of painted glass. Intuitively my lips pro- 
nounced the name of Leicester — in vain 

Nothing but my own voice returned upon 
my ear ; and the lonely dungeon in which I 
I beheld myself enclosed, overwhelmed me 
with so deadly a chillqess, that the shutting 
of my eyes appeared a degree of relief* 
Thought rose tumuUuously on thought, till 
in one moment the terrible whole flashed 
upon my mind. I seemed once more in 
that magnificent bed which from the peace- 
ful asylum of love an instant converted into 
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tire bief of death— once more I caught that 
last, last look, indelibly impressed — and felt 
once more my heart congeal Nvith the life«- 
Uood which sprung in torrents from his. 
I started up once mare in wild despair; and 
wringing my hands, groaned forth his name 
is accents so piercing, that tliey roused the 
withered attendant allotted me from her 
undiscovered pallet-bed at th^ foot of mine. 
Hurrying towards me she muttered some- 
thing I did not understand. *^ Heavens !'* . 
aied I, surveying her habit in amazement, 
(for 'till then I had never seen a nun) 
'^ where am I? surely in the llecess; and 
the grave has given up its former inhabi- 
tants for my relief and comfort r*' — — *' Jesu 
Marie !*' cried slie in French, which I very 
imperfectly understood, '^ will this poor, 
thing ever recover her senses ?" '^ Ah no," 
added 1, answering myself, '^ that fatal 
language confirms every dire recollection : 
inform me you, who are (I know not why) 
interwoven in my fate, where, where is my 
Jiord } if all that flashes over my soul be 
but a wapdering of intellect, ivnd he yet 
vol. II. K 
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lives/'-i-Sie 6a«t do^n hei* eyes mutterifig, 
/^ Yes, my poof child, you are sefisible by 
tfeatqwestkni." "Vain, vain hopci," cried - 
Ij burning ittto «em*9, and returning to nay 
native tbngi*e ; "yet oh J alive W dead, him., 
alone do t require ; restore lum, hut restoi^ 
hi^l & dear^ a ^sadred dtity attaches me 
€ven to his a»he&. Lead me to tliem, since 
tbey^are all now left me, and allow raae to 
lament at leisure." She shrugged up h«r 
^hocilders, implying that sh^ did not tho- 
roughly cottipreliend my language^ 4imd 
ctossing herself) dfenounted etei'nal perdi- 
tion on mo»if 1 longer thought of a heretic, 
who ^eduoed me fr^ifKi the tru^ fasth, and 
who of con'sequei^e beccamie a dreadiiii 
example of vengodiiee ; chsirging me- to 
asteve the holy Vivgin Motbfer, who hiidhy 
so .gentle ^ punishtifi^ent recalled m^ to. the 
Catbolit? dhtirch. Yes, sainted Leicester, 
in the infatoation a( her bigotry she dared 
to term thy deat^ a gemh pnoisfament* 
In&i^ation throbbed throt^h those pulses 
grief had nearly stilled, and I g^e ^ent to 
all tlie aa^gnish of my >«od: abjured ivith 



' ten aggrattited a)ntetopt tli€ ert-oni&ott^ faitk 
6f roy aiicestbts, bieivaTfed too late the crc- 
3uHty insfSred by my o^^n— t^x^rrft^id the 
crnd;, the We^tihemti^ Lady Mortimer, and 
demanded my liberty w^th a spirit that pt^r- 
plexed and sofprii^ed tim nuns. Alas ! I 
percdived at the same mbiiient, by tlic in* 
creasing tnmiber itho now gathered round 
my bed, how vain either' threats or in trea- 
ties must pVdve in that instance. The Su- 
perior approached> and in an authoritatiTe 
decisive toice informed me, that Lady 
Morthiier, in right of her relationship, had 
placed itie entirely under their cjti-e and 
pmtection, relying on therf pious endea- 
vours bqth for the recovei-y of my reason 
^nd my principles ! nor could I make so 
good a use of the first as to apply it solely to 
the ree6v6ry of the latter, instlead of itlly 
lamenting a loss which alone could have 
^preserved my soul. They called the noble 
husband, of whom their illiberal tenets hacf 
JBst deprived me, an heretic j an outcast of 
society : a wretch not \yorthy of interment. 
1 heard without replying, but my soul wtf^ 

E e 



7^ THE RECESS, &C. 

not silent. I appealed to the Most Utgb/ 
and he will not forget me. Oh ! in the aw- 
ful daj of retribution, dreadfully will he dis- 
tinguish the bigotted dictators in religion ! , 

Happily for me they understood less of 
my language than 1 did of their's; this alone" 
perhaps saved me from a harshness which 
must have added the ruinjof my constitution 
to that of my peace. 

You will be astonished, madam, at my 
surviving such unceasing complicated mis- 
fortunes,- and above all, the loss of my be- 
loved. I regard it myself with wonder, and 
impute my strength, both of body and mind, 
solely to the knowuig no interval in my suf- 
ferings. . Driven from -one fiitigue to ano- 
therj from one agony to another, lumenta-, 
tion was continually suspended either by, 
amazement, or that necessity for exertion 
>vhich gives a spring to all but the weakest 
minds, and counteracts despondency. Grief, 
I may affirm from sad experience, cannot 
be fatal till it stills and condenses every 
other passion. 

Left at last with only that miserable 
companion^ my own hearty I ruminated at 
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leisure. Deprived of Lord Leicester, liap- 
I piness, revenge, name, fortune, every charm 

I of existence, every right in society, eri- 

i tombed alive, efe the ashes of my Lord were 

f- allotted a resting place, I reviewed my 
whole fatie with astonishment. Often wea- 
ried with suffering did I nieditate giving up 
a life rio longer endeared to me, and quietljr^ 
pursuing my soul's better part. Ahxs, the 
unborn cause of all my late dangers would 
still recall, still hold me down to suffer! 
*^ Yes, precious remnant of my love, sole 
pledge of past felicity; last of the mighty' 
Dudley line,'* sighed I, *^ I owe thee the 
painful blessing of existence; I owe thy 
noble father's memory justice. I know thfe 
profound, the execrable policy of Elizabeth', 
nor doubt her escaping the* sliglitest cen- 
[ sure, unless I appear, — ^nd shall f, shall I, 
oh Leicester, living or dead, forsake thee fi 
shall she who cost thee every worldly good, 
allow thy honour, thy fortune, thy life, to 
be annihilated without one effort to retrieve 
either? No, since revenge is the little all 
now left me, let me secure that little.^ I>i^- 
£3 
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appeiat, oh God ! t^e we«k and'culhuiuastic 
vi^ws of cjy i^i.wor.tliy relatiop-^ permit iftc 
to couveyiVoui this vuhallovved .grave the 
iioupurcd ashes of my love j let \\)cm oyer- 
wheLoi Jilizab^th yvith late coutriti^ii and 
fruitless sJ^aine, and then, oh then, allow 
^ne to tigqueatli to m^ trembling babe that 
life, I ao longer wish' to, groan under ! 

To effect ^ny pai*t of these complicated 
Resigns I found it absplutely necessary to 
stifle, ,in a, degree, uky fQcliaga ; apd SMi>- 
pi|tii)g to .a dissi^n^lation pay souLabhotred* 
JL yeqiuested to ^e, that womap who wa» 
more terrible ^^my eyes than any tbin^ 
ham^n, Eli^^beth excepted. *Ehi^ r<^uest 
iljUlered the wins with tl)e hqpe of m.j 
convewiqn, .an4 '^Jitile opejjked. Vw h<w:t# 
towards me. I now Jearnt ^hat the ^cpeiclie* 
who robbed my days of conalbrt» impiited 
ihe event solely to. accident, npr pieced .a 
commission beyond conveying Lord l-eicea^ 
ier to England, and even that ip so .private 
a, planner as s|xewed them without legiU 
/authority, — The wbole had be(^ cond^ucted 
»'itb so profoufid a .secrecy Uiat ueilh^ 



ilie design^ nov its bloody event, li^ )Bver 
leached the knowledge of the police ; to 
prevent which the body of Lord Leicester 
had been iminediaitely broiight into an outer 
vault of the Chapel of the Comment, where 
it had beco embailaied ready to send oyer to ' 
England^ if ^ucb Bbould be the pleasure of 
tbeQ^ieen; whicb^ as it appeared^ was all 
tb^y considered. The jeivels and moiiey, 
ib^h Lor d JU^ice^ler and my8.©)f poases^ed, 
'Wh^n w^ ei>t^red tb^ &tal gata^ of Rou€n> 
^ern^d io h^ve departed wi|b bim, as^vdl 
as 6¥^ry informatioa reiipecting tlie lodg- 
ioe^t of tho8^ s^un^ I h4ive alre^j men- 
lioued ; and Isawn^yself, for all that fortune 
«ax?e i>rQXSiised wcj, inheriting only a weed. 

Aftt endured withvpatieace the religious 
vifiitatians and homilies of the nun&, as well 
as those of vario^us monks, who 'uniteij 
with them in converting me^ Xiady Morti!- . 
jnex hi a few ds^y* coiisented to judge of theiy 
4Bares by seeing ove. Tliis inaplent woman 
considered the visit a« -^ condescension^ and 
hardly held mt ^ band mine shuddered 
^ain to tQucii. Unnioved with my pak* 

'■ £4' 
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ness^ my condition, or my babit, sTie calnt- 
ly discoursed with the sisterhood and the 
monks, while I continued drowned in tears 
that no human effort could stifle. A gentle- 
mjin, who I understood was her younger son,. 
' addrest me wkh the voice of sympathy ; un^- 
influenced by his mother'is pious prejudices 
he spoke of my misfortune as the first oh 
earth, and of Lord Leicestei* ar the man 
who most deserved ta be lamented ; and 
bewailed the delays in his passage which 
-had made him unhappily arrive too late to 
'sliecour either. He spoke too in English. 
The words, the manner, the language, sunk 
into my soul, and a faint hope they struck 
out alone enabled me to support the ensuing 
conversation. Lady Mortimer addrest me 
with ah air at otrce tenacious and haughty; 
treated me like a mere girl, wIk) to a blind 
"and unpardonable passion, had made per- 
petual sacrifices of every solid duty of ^li- 
gion and morality; represented me as the 
sole cause of my mother's martyrdom, a sin 
no penance could ever expiate ; mentioned 
with, horror that union^ whicb^ wanting tbe 
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sanction of the Pope, could not by her be 
termed a marriage : and valued herself on 
the happy plan she had laid to separate us. 
It appeared that the information of our 
place of jesidence had passed from her to 
Elizabeth, who bargained for the secret 
delivery of Lord Leicester to her emissaries : 
a request Lady Mortimer complied with 
gladly^ as the easiest and most effectual 
mean3 of reuniting me to the Church. The 
plan of seizing him at midnight, had, she 
owned, been concerted by herself, as that 
was a time when he could neither resist, 
nor I follow him, to> create ^ny alarm : a 
circumstance she dreaded beyond any 
other. From the bloody consequence of 
;this treachery she affected to acquit herself,- 
though without expressing any sorrow on 
the occasion. . ' 

' Oh, negative sin ! groaned 1 inwardly ; 
^h^ dire collusion ! wanting courage to act 
an ill, are you, when pre-acquainted, less 
guilty in not. preventing it? the laws o( 
England reached not hither ; nor was Lord 
;L^oester amenable, by those la^vv^^^ where* 
k5 " 



fore entice 9^ mmder bim> beneath & reef 
.alliance and boapitalrty should imye i^k»«kVl/ 
consecrated ? Wbiercfore, bu* tbet the cowir 
snonest ion wovid baye protecti^ hi^t 
Tears and sigli^ being a]I loy co«meuts 09 
facr speech^ she joiced the Hiooka in elabo- 
rate iexhortatioas ; in high promisies of, prer 
•euking me to all my mother's pMrti«Hin#^ 
and rendering me tlic.head of; the l^gli^ 
Caibqlic party, wheoeyer I voliuKtariJy i«r 
t^aoted lay errors } or if I persisted ia Amn, 
auticipatiog Uke jiidgment of Heckv^fi^ ,1^ 
^BsoiTed to punifih my cipoertaey by .an;ahao^ 
lute sediisiop nritbln ;the iralia lyjiich, ai 
f»:eseni oonfined coe. FaiiU and oyei:$<MBDe 
I proQoised to deliberate^ §jad wHb difSifi!f4$f^ 
pbUiii2jed the oaiy ipeque^t I Iiad v^e^lape^^ 
'--the sad indiilgeiwe of woefMfig qn^x ih$ 
coffin of Lord Leicester. 

I could hardly fail to discpver, thwugh 
this Teil pf ^eimulatioa^ pride> aod jbigotiy, 
a stropg selfwatercst. Th^ agreoBi^ for 
^Uvienng up Lord J>ioeat^r. ;tp SJi^be^^ . 
srery highly offewted tbp^e .la^» which ff^ 
UsOiA If^y Mortimer, s^ to . Mdikii sb^ 
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mmt havf a«3wer«d^ij«id the ioteaiion oeJy 
4mn«pH?ed J but mh^i^ to tfaat wds gckled hif 
»):ur4$r^ his midaight m^rd^r, in ^ city 
chiefly <ja»i}K»e4 pf H-»gu«note, fern^ly 
i^««} she guess^ ftt her Q^^ ^danger. The 
nc^rvotv fdith which ^n^boaaaaed ber funo^f 
C!adH>lic^, pi*^>V€4 in this iq«ta»C« b^' ^%fHy-, 
si#ee tjnited io her dn^gw m well as prinoir 
^>Jes, tix^y *ve*e r^eJv^d'ia ye«tone the ek- 
jm^l; to ^c«m bet*. Every ^ibs^q^j^pt divy 
^GQiififrHed my ^pipiioe, rt?Kl4^befib«)iute a^?- 
»easity ^of »iininig me -wer, <?¥ ©ivloinbins 
m^ fi^iVfi, ^nwtfte Ibe nwaa ipuait no <:^are or 
indulgenq^; jaftcr tmi3€ I ^eeaied tp U^qh Ip 

Fe«i^ful of nomi^g alJ iny paastoni, aud 
tewrmg.eV^ry prejudice, by coipd^cting me 
^ the dreary xi^bn-Howod v^aulfc Lord Lei- 
<5e9tef WHS l^jjid in, and «eft d^iog to bring 
btft stiiwlegiouis mh^ mtim Uieir oiwn- 
Cb£^d/ the ft»Rs wnti5ed ib0msc4\iee wi*h 
4ecar(rting hU ^p^iclwe with i^ the pom- 
pp»$ «i6ig»mof de»4h.-^Ah ! vtm iitt^rapt 
tot 9iidd(^ >t»g«Ssh! C»n mid might t«perR, 
suspended black. Or waving plumes^.telk^\'« 
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those eyes which sedc ia vain their only 
object? or gratify a heart writhing under 
the iron h«iid of calamity. Can mortal 
prayers ensure immortill happiness ? or caa 
self-sainted wretches bribe the Almighty 
even with the ore his bounty lavishes ? I're- 
postepous blindness ! — Su<;h were my mental 
replies to all their enthusiastic harangues^f 
and this ill-chosen moment of assailing me 
only, fixed my fluctttating religious- princi*- 
pies. ' On the coflSn. of Lord Leicester my 
secret soul pronounced a vow solemn and 
irrevocable, to know no heaven but hi«^ no« 
seek it in another manner. Tbou too, oh 
most beloved ! wert present — ^but not to me 
—no more my eyes were to imbibe pleasure 
from- the lucid beams of thine !— no more 
was my soul to mingle with thine, effusions 
which so often had enabled me to sustain 
the malevolence- of fortune! Ah, no ! tliou,. 
tbou alone, wert by a strange transition be- 
come my sovereign grief ; and the cold lead 
which seared up dust so precious, enclosed 
,at the same moment the heart of thy sad 
widow.., , . ' 
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I had in vain enquired for Miss Cecil; 
the nuns assured me they knew only fronji 
my delirium. that such a person existed; 
and Lady Mortimer inexorably refused to 
inform me whether she still did so. — 
Deafly I lamented the loss of the only 
friend who could have soothed by sharing 
my affliction. ^ Death had hallowed her 
passion with rights scarce inferior to my 
own, and my heart too frequently felt none 
but those who loved could lament Lord 
Leicester as he merited. 

Mr. Mortimer soon became the mediuift 
between me and his mother; depairing 
•to touch her impenetrable soul I- em- 
ployed every moment of loneliness in 
subduing her son's. Slowly I unfolded 
my views, and slowly too he listened to 
them-; yet he^ did listen. Fearful that 
every hour would add a new inconve- 
nience, by the birth of that poor babe for 
whota I suffered such unremitting calamity, 
and dubious whether the pious •policy of 
the nuns might not snatch It as soon as 
-born from my feeble arms, as well to en- 
sure my stay^as my abjuration^ new terj*oi« 



t6 . traE ii£tE«8, &C. 

€pr«Dig up in my so«ul. I co^tkl «ot tut 

iMortijwr : red^ced^ bowe-v^r, to Ovv^ «vy 
ixa^As^m to any tJwo^, J appeared Win<J ^9 
a t^der'iiie^f every eirciia»fi^i>oe. forbade 
hies to Ejvow. A vea^ tew d»y& dtt^nnwed 
•biof) ; ftud hie ioferiiackd me th«t W hl4 »e- 
•piired #11 Englisb vetseU the qx^w df vhic* 
iv^r^ t^ be J^ Ofily ^s^affcaiHs. fi&vf ^»fif 
U hope extsieguiftlied^ tn>d ob, bo^ «wtftly 
4Qe$ it *^viy^! Acte»toi -wUh tfa<e nsoat 
impatient desire of -^Cffnifig I li>^de cv^ti 
my grief $nb«erwiit to it; awi prc)ipased 
4o the ftiiQs ^limlieolly ^ 'Wiiiiiih wi tbe 
vault wiUib iiOffd jUeioeftl^r., (♦. iad cerenKi^ 
aay tbek w4igid» p^imtli^^ md mjije itid 
wot foiibid;,) lHw»]g' told it w^^ld be -eisi^ier 
to foftoe » way intQ' ibia tlma'tb* io*et>i«r 
fp^ffis' q( tbe Otwurent , Mor^iinQr biad 
Jwmaelf dijrecled io convieywig tiailher my 
4ep«krfe^ feye, tm'i allotted it to bt on 

<iuily pw. 

I <W8t 4)art .of «tv«fil jpi^aodi«i^«ig^b>i 
i« \he :sawe si9sira«jr^ adootufMttikd 'by dil- 
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hh jiuy should luiy# s^isen. What qnkk, 
wlmt multiplied^ wbi^t various etuoUoos 
fQj;eraD the appoiated JLinw ! Every ey^ 
3^med to dive ijoio my design, aud eveiy 
heart aeeujed intjenft to coiiataract H." I 
iwMd it impoftsiWe to obtain fcbepmil^ie 
i)f watching aloae, «nd sfci-vered le«t i»y 
ddivej-ers. sjxould orxive ere my p^ com^ 
ff^»ipn ,wfi& ^uai9i99«d>: of I should . -w^t 
.%tveagfh to) p«^venthe« aj,arfning the «$teif- 
jjii^d, Fortur^^aely ;tbe. wigbJt .prQLV€4 m- 
..verily jcold ; and observing iU#t she w^s> 
iw ^h^rer jo my 4)wi^iiee I jieQ<)wipae«deri 
fej.ikei- 4p »^re lio>her e^ll, »»d j^jpin.nje 
^eu the mfttios wet^ ot«* Di^^^ttd 
viA :b«r Qiaplojaw*»it; a»d lailwiady fpost* 
Aif»it^ ti^ suRenly csxBSgfimi, leatfting lae 
«lp«« widt titw Qdiin of Lord Iieicjesiei*— 
ipfti h*iA«»d of ^ny cbojce !.Ofe, fsyerttejir 
aiadoj^r lim^entod! mgbedlj JcnoeUag Jsi^- 
'£osre> i»id i^yoking tibe senieteo^ ]e^>' ftdt 
iosT ^orsetf i$. tby MsUkU db«e anxioiui: 
tp rioilipa^ iby .httnQW> t^ poeflcrvt. the 
pit^iaou^ $«rtb /wbkh ^»it)e mm ip^n mS.ih0t, 
^ 9ndL''^M4^jw1;&d):'wiU •ood hecteie »> is 
all ihi» Hie Jibe aoiK caaisfts^eof f«ceibii|* 
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An awfal silence, which seemed only in-, 
terrnpted by the thr6bbing of my poises, 
succeeded. Regardless of all those em- 
blems of the grave which harrow up the 
minds of the happy, I knew no fear but 
of the living. The bell struck upon my 
heart the decisive twelve. A jarring ih 
the farthest vault reached my ear ; and- 
ther open,ed; I heard the feet of men; 
another yet ; I was environed by my de- 
liverers, and one spark of pleasure rah 
through my cold frame, as I raised my 
head from the coffin of. Lord ^Leicester* 
** Fly, fair Matilda !" cried the impatient 
Mortimer, snatching my hand to raise me. 
**Stay,, generous friend > and hear me/' 
said I, with firmness. *' You rescue only 
half of me,. if you leave the ashes of my 
Lord behind. Would you part a mis^r 

- from his treasure P rather will he - be mas- 
sacred upon it. There is enclosed the 
whole. of mine; bear that likewise away, 
or entomb me with it : for neVier, I swear 

-by him in wbose^ presence we were united, 
never neill I, alive or -dead, consent to 

«part. with my husbaod/^ .Offended a^ #o 
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unexpected a demand he urged the diffi- 
culty and the danger, with a harshness 1 
tliought him incapable of^ nevertheless, 
' the place and time allowed not of lortg 
•deliberation, and finding me inflexible, he 
at last ordered the sailors to convey away 
the coffin likewise; an order they only 
complied with from taking the metaphori- 
cal phrase I had used, ** of a treasure," in 
a literal sense. Attached to Lord Leicegter 
beyond mortality I ^always felt protected 
when he was present, and with ceaseless 
care watched my deliverers, convinced they 
would be but t6o. ready to leave so great an 
iucumbrance behind. 

They bore me with swiftness to i the 
banks of the Seine', where a boat waited; 
' and the tide favouring, we soon reached n 
ship of considerable burden, which Weigh- 
ed anchor immediately. Agitated with 
a thousand remembrances, that of Mor- 
timer hardly occurred to me till the ves- 
sel was under sail, and I still perceived 
him on board. I had ever understood l>e 
was to leave me as soon as I was placed 
in safety, and reminded him of this pro* 
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mise. '^ I will leave 3'Oy>, fairest of- wo^ 
men/' encd he^, eagerty graspjpg my hotoil, 
*^ when you are placed in safotyj, if you still 
are cruel enough to dfesire 'it. But can* I 
quit you now? or venture to set foot in 
a country where I have for your sake vio- 
Jiatcd the most sacred lawj^ jand ei^posied 
n^yself to Qoddign panishiaeiit." I sbcM^ 
Jba^re £&ui%d rea&oci einoMtgh in thk absivj&r^ 
Imt that hk stifled^^ahoci-breatbed joy» bift 
MOgoVej[nable ard^ur^ iruprQ»9>ad my ^ccf t- 
^ «om1 *wi:th tecf orji and. robbed ffee4^ ^ nU 

I ibund in the cabub tb irbtch J «t9 
condurctedy a womau iiiolted .4o atibeflud 
*m€, who Btroogly. feeomnliei^d^ that re- 
.|»aiie my fate had long denied : th« Jttif- 
iortuac^ from ^hioh I had ^sc^fNed.. vi^lHid 
■with those ' that i^till threatened me> to oe- 
aapy h>j nhdie soul ; and wiiliog to avttitt 
.the fearful anticipation, I entered intp 
some commeoa discourse ivilb wiy atteadrwit. 
J &ui»d/ ^with Infinite astotikihiaent^ that 
#be vfm a midwife^aad provided with icwry 
iiecessary for the ^ifpected <habe. I ahould 
iiftve o^n^ered %hij as the ixio$t t^diair 



pbligatiou had not a fatal A^uht apruug 
jap in my heart, which aiispeiKlcd every 
generous , emotion. Alus, it soon matured 
into certainty ! The vain and eternal foudr 
ness which made me insist on having the 
coffin of Lord Iicicester placed in the cabin 
allotted for m^, at first seemejl to inspire 
in Mortimer that horror common to wciak 
or ^liilty minds^ at sii^ht of &uah an awfjujl 
memento: » few .days, bow^v^r^ rendered 
}t familiar to him. A pas^lpjii he no longer 
coBceaJed le4 hijaa coptirmally into my 
presence ; neither the unhmied .daad^ tb^ 
black which seemed to .ewvelope my wi- 
Uiered heart as w,eU aa form> nor the sa4 
<ciccii(n^tances in which I wa^ widowe^^ 
ftpy lopger pperated on h}^ imaigiaatiaa. 
. I too .plainly perceived, .that l^e .cojasidered 
me as his own, and only waited roy recQr . 
very to avow his unwiarranted pretensions. 
What dire vicissitudes oi fear did my timid 
spul axpQi*i«ncej Js^jar myself eatircly in 
tiie power gf this itx^n ; fodorn of eyexX 
ImUMm aid ! hopeless, helpless, save in the 
mercy of .the A^nighty,- — rrOh, thou Stft 
pterQjel Mghed I^ bonrlyxftising my slr^j^ 
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ing eyes to Heaven, thou whose omniscient 
breath rolTs on this miglity world of waters ! 
oh grant that they may prove my safety or 
my grave ! 

A little gallery ran before my cabin, 
whither I sometimes went for air. De- 
voured with reveries like those recapitu- 
lated, I one evening found them interrupt- 
ied by the voice of a \froman singing. The 
elegance of her manner, and the sweet- 
ness of her tone, convinced me it could 
not be my coarse attencjarit ; nor did I 
know the ship contained another female 
save myself. Wrapt in astonishment and 
curiosity every sen^e subsided into ear. 
I recognized a favourite hymn ; a hymn 
so swelling, solemn, and sublime, that 
my charmed sense pursued the subject al- 
most to Heaven: She changed to death : 
''—one tone, one deep, one dirge-like 
tone, struck on my vibrating heart, and 
almost silenced every pulse. A loud cry, 
with the name of Rose, burst from me-^ 
the noise of a person falling succeeded J 
and the singing ceased. I ran wildly up 
to the deck, and loudly demanded my 
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dear lost friend of the astonished Morti- 
mer. Confused beyond the power of de- 
ceiving me he opened a cabin immedi* 
ately over my own. Ah, with what tu- 
multuous emotions did I raise the much- 
loved, much-Jamented partner of my fate ! 
Slowly she recovered from the stupor sur- 
prize had occasioned ; a thousand remem- 
brances endeared the pleasure of the re- 
union ; alas ! as many annihilated all sense/ 
of pleasure. Embraces and tears at lenglli 
subsided. As soon as alone, I questioned 
her concerning the interval, the dire deci- 
sive interval ! — ^^ Waked by the universal 
confusion," said the fair Rose, with bitter 
9obs, ^^ which succeeded the fatal accident 
of the night that parted us, I demanded 
you, my friend, with frantic ardour, but 
in vain. A man, I soon understood to 
be the son of Lady Mortimer, who was 
concealed in the house when we arrived, 
shortly after entered my apartment, and 
ordered others who attended him, to con*- 
vey me on board the ship which brought 
him from Jamaica. Tears and intreaties 
were fruitless^ and in the dead of night 
5 
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I was condotted to the banks' of the iSeintf, 
and rowed to this vessel, in which I foujid 
myself imprisoned, without the least hope 
«6f meeting you. I soon learnt, from the 
coarse Jests of the sailors, that their owner 
was an unprincipled villain in all respects, 
and more especially where women were ' 
concerned : every hope of an escape was^ 
finally taken from me, by my having the 
ill-fortune to attach the Captain, whom 
fear of Mortimer alone has kept w^ithin 
bounds. I understood the vessel was bound 
for Jamaica, and only waited to take in a 
new cargo : nevertheless, I saw that com- 
pleted vvithout our setting sail ; and hoped 
from this the hand of Pro videace would 
yet interpose in my favour. Alas, little did 
1 imagine that it was involving you in the 
same hopeless, desperate situation !-^Judge 
then, oh most unfortunate/' concluded the 
amiable Miss Cecil, f^ w^hat fate awaits us 
both — rescued irom the licentious wishes of 
your cousin, his worthless heart has only 
exchanged its object, and i;esigns me as the 
riiore ignoble prey to his more worthless 
companion : the little decency Mortimer 



%»» hitbeato preserve^ tbwards you, thid 
misei^tble meeting will finuUy put an .end 
te. He now, knoi^vs you are infeUMy ap- 
prircd of yottr destLnaiioaa, and how. wHl 
you form your mind to it ? The island to 
wbicli W|e ace bound, is yet in the bwads of 
a few settlers; power is almpst tlieir only 
law, and he doubtless does not \racat, that^ 
sioce he ventures to -<fefy every otfier. 
Neva: ja:oi*« shall my .afehing eyes discern the 
^afe, tlie pleasant shor-es of England, those 
. shores they joyed to lose sight of.^— Alas, 
they then were fixed ^ upon an object^ of- 
fended Heaven lias puxiisbed me by claim- 
iirgr 

Ho3tv, how sho^W we resist the numbing, 
power of deq>ea*atiou^ did not the sacred 
seose of derv^tM»n TODstly spring fromit;and, 
lift the so»l aboi^ humanity! Although 
i]»ote deploialsiy eircam'staliced than my 
friend, byiaxwirageoos effcMt I resolved to 
setiktli and oonsofe lita*; and g^eaatly piie- 
ptuing her tender heart fott the fatal. c^ject 
it WAS destined -to efioountevv I led l^er 
down :to 9&y c$inn, Mij ve^hat affectiian 
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streamed' equally ffom our hearts and eyes ' 
uf|on the coJd memento ! 
- Miss Cecil judged too truly, and the in- 
famous Mortimer no longer deigned to veil 
bis views ; perpetually shocking me with 
free and haughty declarations of his passion. 
It was but top obvious that he knew his 
pbwer, and considered his intention of mar- 
rying me as the most honourable distinc- 
tion ; even at the moment he tscoffed at 
every one custom or nature had established. • 
Miss Cecil was rK)t less importuned by a - 
wretch rough as the element by which lie 
subsisted, and both so regularly visited our 
cabin, that scarce could we call it our own, 
even at the hours sacred to repose. In the 
eternal conflicts such a situation must- 
cause despair would too often prevail; 
and silently with dubious eyes we fathomed 
the abyss of waters on which we floated^' - 
considering it as th£ last terrible asylum. 
- In the midst of these horrort tlie appoint* . 
ed period revolved, and nature made her ■ 
iconizing effort. At that awful moment 
I lost Qveiy sensation of fear> and resigned 
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apyself into the hands of my Creaitor ; be* 
seeching him to recal the troubled soul 
which so long had groaned before him, 
with\.tbat of the tender babe, whose first 
feeble cries pierced my every sense. As 
soon as my weakness allowed, they gave into 
laiy arms a girl ; a dear, a fatherless girl, 
who seemed at lier first entrance into ex- 
istence to bewail^ her unknown calamity. 
An impulse new, exquisite, unexpected, 
took possession* of my soul ; an impulse so 
sweet, so strongs so sacred, it seemed as if 
I had never loved till then. Feebly strain- 
ing her to my bosom, I enthusiastically 
prayed the Almighty to bestow on her every 
blessing she bad innocently wrested from 
me, while nty fond heart baptised her in its 
tears. Powerful, powerful nature ! how 
did I worship all thy ordinations ! No fate 
can be wrought up to such a height of hap- 
piness, but some interwoven sorrow chasteiis^ 
us with the sad sense of imperfection ; nor 
any so steeped in affliction, but some celes^ 
tial ray streams tisrough this frail mansion 
of mortality, subliming all our sufferings. 

TO^, II. F 
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Whik my eager eyea gased uowewri^ 
on my rievr-born eherab> aad traced in her 
infant lihetiuieuts bet ibtfier'k matchless 
beautjy even till tbey aehed with fondnen, 
fancy pierced through the. veil of fntonty 
40 unite each grace of person and of mind, 
and enduing her witli all, every human 
olaim upon my feelings seemed condensed, 
and revived in this new one. Oh, hope! 
^weet substitute for happiness^ whoae men- 
tal gildings dawn periodically upon the 
aoul^ like light upon cpeation, awakening 
and invigorating every active principle df 
being ; recalled by thy irresistible influence 
even from the dark, tiie dreary grave, each 
troubled heart arises, and shaking off the 
heavy dews of sorrow, slowly resumes its 
wonted habits. The pale converts of expe* 
rience no longer dare tQ appropiato the 
darling object of their wisbea, but meekly 
then r&ceive the iqppoiated picture, pre^ 
pared alike either to enjoy or to resign it. 

As thus the maternal tie engrafted itself 
in my soul, I perpetually endeavoured to* 
impjreBs, that4>f my dear unfortunate friend 
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with the same tr^in of id^as. Alas^ in vain ! 
— >Rather surprised at finding me sensible, 
of consolatipn^ than disposed to receive it^ 
Miss Cecil gradually, withdrew a confidence 
I did not easily miss^ and delivered herself 
up to that cold and snllen despair^ which 
unsettles every principle. In treaties and 
arguments soon lost all effect on her. Start* 
ing at times from an impenetrable! reverie^ 
a broken sigh would overturn all | could 
urge, while my continued adjnratiaiiB prq- 
duced too often a mmked disgust. Obligefl 
at intervals to quit the cabin (lest ev^^n my 
present situation should fail to protect it 
from intruders) and listen to the hateful 
addresses of her boisterous lover, often did 
the seat of reason appear shaken in this dear 
unfortunate on her return# (md a vague and 
extravagant joy would suddenly give place 
to the deepest gloom and inanity. I saw 
these fluctuations with horror, and dreaded 
the moment when a n>dc demand of mar- 
riage should bring her fate to a climax. 
Ah, not without rejasoji did .1 dread it ! One 
evening after a conyersAtipa of this Jtind^ 
F 2 ' 
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I perceived her mQre than usually disturb- 
-ed. Neither my prayers^ nor the pouring 
^ rain could bring her from the balcony, where 
for hours she told her weary isteps. I 
started at last frooi a momentary slumber 
on her re-entering the cabin. The dim 
lamp burning in it, shewed her with a slow 
and tottering pace approaching the last 
asylum of Lord Leicester ; sinking by this 
repository of her breaking heart, she clasped 
her hands upon her bosom with a most 
-speaking sense of woe ; while over it her 
fair locks fell wild and dishevelled, heavy 
with the midnight rain, and shivering to iU 
beatings. The wet drapery of her white 
garments floated far over the floor, and 
combined to form so perfect an image of 
desolation, as froze up ail ray faculties. I 
struggled fcr articulation, A feeble cry 
'alone escaped me. She started at the sound 
from her icy stupor, and glanced her eyes 
every where, with that acuteness of percep- 
tion which marks a disturbed imagination ; 
thenwith a long sigh sunk once more into 
herself. A second cry, followed by her 
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sam^, my boitndiQg'eager heart protioUficed. 
She half arose ; the motion* of her lips 
seemed contending with t^e drear silence of 
the moment^ bnt not a mtirmtkr broke it, 
--am^azementy horror, the wrings of death 
tratosfixed me. Springing up with ethereal 
lightness, even while her feeble frame shi- 
vered with^agony and affection, she fixed on 
my convulsed features a Jong, long look, 
tben waving majestically a last adieu, rush- 
ed again into the balcony. Unable to move 
a limbj my harrowed soul seemed, through 
At jar of the elements^ to distinguish her 
^eadful plunge • into the world of watersv 
A something too ^nighty to describe or en* 
dure came over me, and sense fled before it. 
, How long it was ere my careless attendant 
returned to my relief I know not, but a suc- 
cession of fits, accompanied with dangerous 
shudderings, and a raging fever, seemed 
every moment to promise me, from the or- 
dination of Providence, that relief my lost 
. Rose had ventured to precipitate. Whether 
her fatal example, or my sufferings, influ- 
enced my tyrant, I know not, but his per* 
F 3 
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secutioD entirely subsided ; in the short 
iotervals of reason my weakness produced, 
ke condemned his own conduct^ bound him* 
self by the most solemn promises to convey 
me home> and conjured me to struggle fi>r 
liie^ if not for my own sake, at least for 
that of my infant. Alas^ my babe! when> 
my cheek felt once more tby tendeic breath- 
ings, I accused my$elf for wishing to leave 
thee, and acknowledged the sad necessity 
of living. My cruel malady robbing the 
cherub of her natural sustenance^ it wa» 
with difficulty she received any otber^ and^ 
tlie proposal he made me, of having her 
baptized^ was readily accepted. That oeie-* 
mony was performed the smne evening. 
Alas^ my precious infant, no velvet pillowed 
thy innocent face I no Cosily can<»pies pre*' 
served it ! no noble sponsors, . with ready 
arms, contended to receive thee ; no father's 
blessings followed that, of , Heaven ; thou 
wert^ alas^ giyen by a sordid nurse, to a 
more sordid chaplain, and by a dim lamp, 
within a narrow cubih, thy wqful mother 
jai^d her fgeble head ta see the child of 
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Lord JLeieester^ a daijghter of the Hoase of 
S^tftart, consecrated by tbe name of Mary. 

Recovered a little from the eflSects^ a» 
well as the impi'ession caused by tbe un« 
happy catastrophe of my darling friend, I 
could Qot fkil to adore that gracious Provi-. 
dence with, whose decrees she bad dared to 
blend her own, on learning that the insolent- 
Captah\ had, on that fatal evening, by a fall, 
broke both lii& arms, and lost the power of 
n^olesting her. At fii'st this appeared a bitter 
aggravation, but, soon it suivk into my squI, 
and regulated all my future conduct. 
Never ! ah never, from, tb^ moment have 
1 ventured to yield to rashness and despair, 
but when unable to obey I have resolved to, 
epdure. How severely has this principle 
beeii^ tried f. How often, whea over weighed 
by tbe heavy band of misfortune, have I, 
been oblige^ to interpose between myself, 
and my fate, the fleeting form of tbe beau- . 
teous Cecil escaping my helpless will, and 
rushing, uncalled, into eternity i 

The vain hope of returnmg to England, 
witb which Mortimer bad flattered me into«. 
. f4 
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healthy dailyiiiminished ; and the alleratioB 
of the air, united with the discourse of the 
mariners^ to prove that the period of my 
disastrous voyage approached. 1 heard the 
fond, the universal shout ; and thai sweet 
emotion sailors only feel at sight of land, 
agitated every heart but mine. Averse and 
gloomy 1 turned my hopeless eyes towards 
n shore where nature's lavish band had 
spread a fertility, which seemed to scorn the 
aid of art. Ah, where are now the barren 
bills, the chalky cliffs of England f sighed 
I in silence. I perceived St. Jago de la 
Vega; and in the idea of interesting the 
' Governor I rested my last bope. I knew 
not tbat eager to possess the abundant con- 
veniences my tyrant had brought over I 
should escape, the notice of the inhabitants^ 
or be considered as living lumber not worth 
enq^uiry. Confined within the narrow 
bounds of my own cabin I bald the morti- 
fication of hearing the cannon and music 
proclaim the arrival and departure of the 
Governor and Officers, after partaking a 
sumptuous entertainment ; and on the same 
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evening, while intoxication secured tlie 
chief people of the island in. their own 
honses, I was landed^ and put into a litter, 
which the slaves of Mortimer bore towards 
his plantations. The few idlers whom cu- 
riosity drew round me, disregarded my 
adjurations, and with cold insolence exa^ 
mined my features. Their remarks were 
made in a language I did not understand, - 
and I plainly perceived they did not wish to 
understand mine.. I too late recollected 
my being unveiled might make them form 
a false -judgment of my character. Meek 
by nature, and bowed^totlie earth by mis- 
fortune, I lost alt power of contending 
with my fate ; and* supplioating only the 
Almighty, awaited its dire comple.tion. 
• I perceived it was^not without reason that 
Mortimer had boasted of his authority : with 
overbearing insolence be now demanded my 
handr and bade me remember he was there a 
sovereign ) nor did 1 see a being who dared 
even to murmur at his wilh He presumed 
to rally the anguish he occasioned, and evea 
sacrilegiously to insult the cold rem^ina of 
f5 
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that a<]ored husband wlK>8e rights he s^m^ 
every moment ready to violate. Imagina-* 
tion bad long since been exhausted in seeking 
means of/edrefts. Flight was impossible ior 
a country where I neither knew the roads, 
the natives^ nor whether it sapphefd an indt-^ 
vidual willing or able to protect me. Many 
of his Spanish domestics I was not permiitod 
to see ; those fchat were allowed to ap}>i*oaGh 
me appeared haughty^ repelling^ and silent. 
I , soon found that they compounded with 
their pride for tlie servile exactions of dutjr 
paid to him^ by lording it equally over his 
slaves ; who, timid by nature^ and subdued 
by cruelty^ seemed to Have lost tb« very 
.wish of any other good than that of .exisi* . 
cnce. 

Tears, sighsj, and refusals^ could no lopger 
averts or even delay the sacrifice $ and 
having only a few hours of solitude allowed 
to prepare my mind for the ceremonj^ I 
hushed my smiling babe at my throbbing 
breast^ and wearied alike with misery and 
prayer^ dropt into a slumber. A dream re* 
presented me in the position I really was--* 
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sitnk on the gvouad near the coffin of Lord 
Leicester. Suddenly I perceived the lid 
was removed. I started up^ imp;atient td 
behold ttie dhoeen of my heait. I saw him 
otiCetoBore, tiam^ wrapt in the garments of 
the gfave^^onc^ more i saw rich hie mant* 
ling 06 that manly cheek> aad ibo^e fine 
eyefl^ Mime n«ver hekeld without |>Ieaeiare^ 
0R<^ more b^aued 1»rightae«9 vpen me. 
SttrpriJBed^ eitkrancedi, I made a tliocnand in^ 
efiecMi^i efi>ttB to speak^, and boldiiig on| 
tny new-born Mary^ I saw (oh sweet, though 
Taki d^lu^imi) a father's arma^ en^cJd her. 
My ilenan seemed unequal tn the eestasy : 
k i af K ett etorafale darkaess spiead ov^t my eyes, 
and a buM of ^tbeveal masie' dbsorbed 
erery faentey : Tecavcring all, however; in- 
$tan«anKoiis]y, I looked opwurd. iAlat^ Lord 
Let«:e9ter was ascendisng with bis danghtet 
kifctsanns. Idierafaiidedfiei^withftgoni?in^ 
eriea; and^ cmtcfaing at a ina»lle whi<;h yet 
aeemecl wilhiin my rracb^ it fe)t npon me 
hbe the crush ol natare^ borying me under 
an iaHaamttMe weight. I awakeried at the 
mooiettt* 'Tis bu t a dream^ cried my sacred 
76 
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hearty but sucb a dream as the horrors <^ 
the approaching moment alone could coun- - 
terpoise. 

Scarce had I recalled my shook senses^ 
when Mortimer^ attended 'by his chaplain 
and domesi»cs^ entered my apartment. 
While the latter were decorating it with 
Catholic pomp^ I summoned the small 
remains of my courage to address the priest> 
who stood ready to mock the. r^igion he 
professed.—*' By that awful God, to whom 
you are consecrated, hear m^. Father !" 
cried I, sinking at his feet, '* and oh, that 
he ma^ graciously impress npon your heart 
the sad protest of mine ! by barbarous handa 
at once widowed and betrayed, it is no 
longer possible for every human power com* 
bined to make me happy ; you, yon alone^ 
may make me wholly miserable. If to conw 
plete those manifold evils wliich the Almighty 
(for ends I cannot judge of) has permitted 
me to survive, with the violation of every 
right, both of religion and morality, caui be 
called marriage, and you.as the delegate of 
Heaven dare sacrilegiously to pronounce th« 
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ceremony^ Island here a devoted wretch, 
the hopeless^ helpless, victim of my duty ! 
But mark, I adjure you, my last declaraiioa. 
I have a will, which circumstances can 
neither alter or bend-»delivered up to this 
abandoned man, it is in his power to make 
me any thing but his wife, and against that 
title my soul will ever revolt, and my last 
breath protest."—'' Unhappy, deluded young 
ereatnre,^' returned the sordid priest, in 
French, " were my conscience to prevent 
this marriage, it would be from a different 
'motive than those you adjure me by ; and 
such is the horror your obstinate heresy 
inspires, that did I not hope time, and a 
better husband's cares would convert your 
erring heart, hardly should I venture to 
unite you with a member of our holy church " 
r— '* Submit yourself at once to your fate,'* 
imperiously cried Mortimer, '' for to end 
your hopes of the church's interposing in 
your favour, I will frankly acknowledge she 
put you into my power." I turned my 
hands, as well as eyes, in speechless asto- 
nishment towards Heaven. '' Hope not, 
my fair cousin," rejoined be with a malicious 



no rnt RECESS, ftc. 

sBiile^ ^' yoar sentimeatal ionbceBee eaa 
cape with the arts of a abterlM^ of niinii 
WesOieA with yoar ofostinacy^ fearfitl of 
jcmr escape^ they gladly resigned yott to 
mt to ensure their own lafety ." He pafusied 
-i-HDy mind took in at once tbe^dreadfol 
ttuth-^My innocence J ah ratlier say ign»* 
ramcCf gftmned I mentally^ that fatal errM 

whicb evef too seteirely ptMirsbes itac If » 

Hordty could I pardon myself the eatniTa^ 
^gant credalily. '^ Scarce, waa my molbef 
abie to persuade me," resiuiied be> ^^ tliat 
yott would be duped by so obtious a oollu^ 
aioii; stncea single moa^nt's leflection 
mubihave oonTknotdyou that neVer man por- 
^adtd tlielati relreafcof diaappoieiteA wonoeD^ 
iMBt by their own eochmTaftoe : and all the 
precious mnaimery of the bmHoess bot 
heightened the pdcasure of the trimnpb* 
How ebuid I fail to smile to see tbe breatk* 
k«s spouse borne in the traiw of a H^>»g 
due P who proudly clasped a timid heart 
which knew not thesv it thr(obbe4 agatinrst its 
ma8ler*si'^ Alike unable to utler^ or sup- 
piress^ the burning indignatkm Ms unmanly 
boast^ this elaborate wickedoett^ eiR;iled^ I 
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fixed my ey^a ioflexiWy oq the coffin of 
JLord Leicester, almost believing Heavea i^ 
9elf would eifect d miracle in my favour^ by 
renovating my only protector* The cere- 
niofiy never tbeieM^ coH»aienced ; wberl a 
new event traiulixed not ooly me^ but 
every person preseal. A yeil, wild, deefs 
thrill, and borrtUe^ vfsis aneceeded by a 
tttBialt Qoifersal and tremendous. The 
paleaes^ of death crept upoir the cheeks 
of ray late iukmaan tyrant, who, with hi« 
confederalesj turned aronnd bis hopeless 
eyes for some instruasenl of defence in 
vain. ImpeUed by desperation they all 
rushed out ; bnt were instantly driven back 
by the tide of exasperated slaves. Appalled 
by their ferocious eyes> and bloody hauds^ 
I sunk into a swoon, but revived as it were 
by heaven's j^pointnOjent to see the last, the 
deadly blow given to Mortimer ; who reeU 
ing a few paocs, groaned his kst on the coffin 
oF Lord Leicester: thus signally and me*- 
morably avenged. Snrroanded with death 
in ever; hoi'rid tbrm^ I expected continu- 
ally the completion of my destiny; which 
i had cartainly fbund^ but that a Spaniard; 
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was united in the plot of the slaves, with 
the gallantry iocident to his nation, pro- 
tected me in consequence of my sex and 
wrongs, and led me away to their rendez- 
vous ; assuring me I should there he in 
safety. Terror almost annihilated my fa- 
culties as the ferocious slaves ran hack- 
ward and forward, heaping in their huts 
the bloody plunder new murders every 
moment secured. Having 'gathered to- 
gether all they thought expedient to save, 
they loaded the horses, and each other, 
hastening to secret themselves in those 
woods, which by narrow passes led to im- 
pentrable retreMs in the mountains. Many 
were the unintelligible disputes concerning 
me. Many an half-raised arm, and in- 
ilamed eye, glared death, upon me; but 
the stroke was as eagerly averted by the 
interposition of the generous Emanuel. 
Yet perhaps his utmost exertions had been 
unequal to the occasion, but that one of 
the slaves they called Aimor, seemed sud- 
denly won over to my party. He was 
among the ringleaders of tl^is conspiracy, 
and his- decision ^il^nced every monnur. 
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Horses were aa precious, that Emanutl 
coald only procure me one by resigning 
to his confederates his share of the plunder^ 
which it bad been allotted him to convey. 

Fury now began to give place to fear ; 
and the guilty wretches hastened their dc" * 

parture. The march commenced about • 

midnight. Silent, bewildered, awe-struck, \ 

I had me^ditated on this' succession of ter* * 

rible events, without extending my views I 

beyood'tbe present moment, and scarce i 

dared look towards the future. To see 
myself and infant led away thus suddenly 
into slavery, by a wild and unknown peo- 
ple^- seared by the oppresuonf^ of their 
murdered master to all sense of humanity, 
tim>i%b a country atike wild and un- 
known ; exposed to the insults of two 
n^w-made lov€rs> and only safe in the 
guafd they . kept over each other ; how 
strange the transition in my fate ! . I j«t 
bent my soul to the power, who by such 
exemplary justice, released me from Morti* 
mer, and thought ever5' other evil less than 
being confirmed his wife, since that alone 
was without any remedy but death. • 
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' Ere we hud made any coasld^rable prd^ 
gresft in our fearful joarn^y the roUiog 
clouds beeaine tinctuced with a vivid crim^^ 
son^ aud my companions wi^re seiz^ wilb 
the consternatioa iBci4<Bat ta guilt. JSoi' 
withstanding thiey hfd used every precau*^ 
lion to conceal theiir ravages on the 3po( 
from whence they had e9caped^ till Qtii of 
the ceach of d^ager, some ttiiexiii>gttiabe4 
^pari^ hc4 eiiight fir^ and exlfendtng 
^liough the rM0e of buUdings^ I sj|w tlief 
?kh though xava^^ polMes^ioiis of Mortis 
sier one univemal co^a|pratipn. The a}N 
pii^eiiftion this diffiiieil ihiN>i^ the rest 
of the wsauisiMm §^ve pjaoe iu me to a 
:i»earor and oKm ikfe^Qg ismessbDifflce; 
Sad aod sikat tears flytfeamed idoHre my 
cheeks when I ooasidbrod tfadi * tte wiifda 
riches of his hase rival fanned hM the 
faiieral pile of Lord Leicester. FareiMKU i 
H long farewell ! $ighe)d fortli my oppcessod 
soul. Oh^ iKiQst heloved L oh^ moat avenged I 
Whatever fate Heaven shall appoint thy^ 
persecuted wido^> humbly let her obey 
the God who so signally^ interred thee !-^ 
Alas I a feir hours and no menuuial o£ thy 
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(Existence will remain^ ex^pt that poor 
babe who feeblj trembles to the beatings 
of her mother's bosom. No faithful hand 
shall separate the ashes of the iaJuFer and 
the injured* Yet let me not complain^ 
since the fiat of the Almighty shall awfally 
adjudge the souls this fearful moment ecK 
larges. 

As Emanuel still walked by . me I 
gought from him to understand the cause 
of the pileseot iusuixection, and the dif« 
ferent motives of himself and coai'pa* 
^ioQs. ^ Hiose of Ae slui^s/' said tkiat 
geuerotti protector^ '^ are^ like their na*' 
tures^ wild and varioiis-*my owu^ simply 
jasUce a^d lore* The tyraiinic MorliBKr^ 
whose £ite no befaag wiil en^ deplore^ 
eMi^&shed htfad^If ist this island^ do less 
by the favour of Philip the Second^ than 
hy marj^ying the soter of the present go** 
vernor^ Don Pedro de Sylva. In that 
Dobleman he m^t a kindFed mind; mean^- 
itercenaryx oppressive^ and cruel : in one 
particular alone they differed — Mortimer 
was by nature bold and enterprising ; Don 
Pediro cautious wd ^inid. The enormi* 
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ties of the firsts however^ always, foun^ 
shelter in the justice of the latter ; and 
Don Pedro not daring to carry on in his 
own person that piratical and illicit trsnie 
which alone can enrich individuals in the 
infancy of a settlement^ secretly shared 
with his brother-in-law the puwfaase and 
the profit^ while Mortimer was the only 
ostensible person, had any legal encjuiry 
arisen* The arrogance^ cruelty^ mid va-^ 
nity of Mortimer received a fatal increase 
by the accumulation of. wealthy 4ind set 
him above all restraint. Don Pedro^ con- 
scious be was in his brother-inJaw's 
power^ ventured not to question, much less 
punish bis conduct. . The intervals- between 
his frequent voyages destroyed the peac€f 
and shortened the days of Donna Victcma^ 
the uncomplaining victim of her broker's 
and husband's rapacious league. I came 
\vith her into tlie family as fnaj$r domo, 
tk post, whichj by rendaring me a witness 
of the bruUJity of Mortimer, soon %»med 
the disgust he generally . inspired into 
hatred. I was the foster-brother of Vic- 
toria> and attached to her by a reverence 
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SO profound that I insensibly adopted 
her wfongs as my own, Ungoverned 
«dd licentious in every instance^ but more 
especially svhen women were the objects, 
force generally was employed by Morti- 
mer where ^raud failed to succeed ; and 
•those domestics alone held rank in his fa-, 
mily, who were readily subservient to his 
gross and vicious pursuits. My views died 
with his Lady, and I should gladly have 
quitted him to return to Spain, but that 
he meanly retained a considerable sum I 
had been provident enough to save, as 
well as a legacy Donna Victoria had be- 
queathed me. Every complaint, or even 
solicitation for my own was silenced with 
the most haughty threats of perpetual im- 
prisonment; a sentence I often saw in- 
flicted for no greater fault. Nor could I 
hope to quit the island, as the consent of 
the Governor depended on that of Morti- 
laer. The sense of undeserved oppression 
thus eoitoded my very soul, and prepared 
me for the ineident which at last nerved 
my ^rm against the tyrant. 

'' Meanwhile the bai« accomplices of 
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his pleasures and his crimes assum^ a sofC;- 
reignty over the miserable slaves, which 
.they exercised till iav<mtion was exhausted 
in cruelty and oppressioQ. In Tain my 
natare shrunk at the sight of ealamities I 
knew not how to remedy* Uiiid>le to ^lut 
the island or recover my moaey^ two year^ 
elapsed in fruitless and someltmeA desperate 
projects. [ saw the persecuted slaves ripe 
for rebellion J and only waiting a favourable 
moment to rife and sacrifice their train 
of oppressors ; and though I did not pur* 
pose to join the confederacy, £ concealed 
it with a sullen satisfaction till the day 
which a,t once determined my conduct. 
Need I say it was that which brought you 
thither ? When I saw you alike irrfMiiated 
by innocence and beauty, Jed into those 
iinhallowed wall»^wb^n I saw the tear of 
misfortune fall on y<mr beauteous babe, 
like tlie spring's chaste dews upon the 
early blossom, I was per&uaded your na- 
ture intuitively shuddered at the monster ; 
And I swore to preseyve you. at the hazard 
of my life, nay even at the laoBtent when 
hope should be annihilated in your heart. 
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{joined >t once jn the conspiracy: th« 
hands were ready^ the head alone h^ 
been wanting. By various artifices I proi- 
cured arms for the slaves^ and fixed the 
insurrection on the tiay appointed for }'oar 
marriage, as that on which Mortimer and 
his favourites would be wholly occQpied> 
end of course unguarded* The hand of 
Heaven surely guided all our operations. 
The various villains have atoned (as far at 
least as life can atone) for their compli- 
cated iniquities. But^ alas! Madam, I 
did not sufficiently consider consequences. 
It is dangerous to arm the enraged and the 
ignorant. 1 iuK)W, too late, your life and 
mine depend on a frail tenure ; and only 
Bokmniy assure you, that while mine lasts 
yours shall be safe. The uninformed des<i- 
jieraie wretches with whom we are mww 
rounded, are not the simple happy beings 
, icrjtu'ious tyranny fir^ found them. !»• 
flicted cjfuelty has hardened their hearts, 
and the stglit of untasle^ luxuries corrupted 
them. Their own wants have increased 
with tiie knowledge of our eojoyments, 
and what tbey greatly 4esix«, tb^v have 
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learnt to go any lengths to attain. Why 
should I conceal from you, that your only 
prospect of safety is the hope of heing^ 
overtaken, though that to ipe is inevitahle* 
ruin. The fatal fire, therefore, which now 
these entangling woods almost hide from 
us, is of all the wonders of the late evea^ 
ing, the most visible interposition of Heaven 
in your favour." 

' The nobility of sentiment incident to 
the Spanish nation, especially in whatever 
relates to the softer sex^ prevented that 
surprise so romantic a generosity must 
otherwise have occasioned. To gratify a 
request made with the highest respect, 1 
entered into a recital of my own hapless 
story. Aimor, with jealous^ care, adhered 
to that side of my hor^ not guarded by 
Emanuel ; and being ignorant of the Ian* 
guagc in which I spoke^ depended on his 
rival for a translation, who, no doubt, gave 
it every construction tlie most fovoiirable 
to his own views. The information that I 
was^he daughter of a Queen ran through 
the troop, and something softened their 
ferocity : but soon ou that pompous dis^ 
5 
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llnction were grounded vain Bopes of an 
imaginflry good they were all to derive from 
lae — from me, who was ra fact the most 
helpless and unprotected of all the miisera- ; 

blc wanderers. 

I pondered mnch on BmaQuern remark, 
that my safety could only be ascertained 
from our being overtaken ; but when I 
considered the desperate state of all the 
wretches with me, should that happen, 
hardly dared I hope it. Still we journeyed 
onward, through woods the stars of Heaven 
€Ou|d scarcely penetrate; and when I re- 
collected the frightful wilds and mountain? 
beyond them,, in which myself and babe 
must infVillibly be buried for life, how did 
my heart die within me ! But to that fear i 

was added the dread of evils yet more hor- i 

rible. Aimor, I was convinced, would not 
want the aid of his whole pai'ty; and how j 

cotild I hope one generous individual would 
be able to struggle with a tide of com- 
bining foes? Nay, even if Emanuel had 
the address to manage them , all, would not 
expectations in his own favour> hardly less 

VOL. II. o 
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fearful to my tboughtsi arise in his heart? 
Through the chill windings of the woods^ I 
raised my soul to Him whose eye pervades 
alike the gloopi of midnight and the blaze 
of noon^ and something seemed^ to assure 
^ly sinking spirits, that he rescued me not 
from the horrors of the Recess thus to 
abandon me. 1 did not err*i^ that de- 
vout . confidence. The dawn of day. oblig- 
ing the body to be more guarded in their 
march^ they chose, a lone, hollow, and 
halted to send forth scouts and refresh 
then)se]>\^es^ Alas! I sighed for the pooc 
wretches^ who, seduced fey Europeao crimes 
to a. dire imitation of them, had wfinted 
foresight .to secure the common comforts, 
which alone render life endurable, though 
overwhelmed with gaudy trifles they knew 
not how to enjoy. 

The ^ temporary calm into which they 
sjink . was feajrfully interrupted. The 
scouts sent out pr>eBsed back with imme- 
dUite notice that they were intercepted, 
tiXKd so hemmed in that it was impossible 
to proceed a miJe farther. Though by 
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this notice my own safety was ascertained, 
my very soul partook the misery of my 
companions. The wretched women threw 
their arms^ for the last titne^ round theii: 
despairing - husbands, and bathed them 
with tears so bitter^ as might wash out 
the stains of blood yet recent. The mea 
thas totally devoted, with a stem and un« 
altered' brow seized* their arms, and re- 
solved to rush upon the broken parties ; 
gracing their own death by making the 
loss equal to their enemies. Even some of 
their wives, rendered furious by the occa- 
sion, followed with such scattered weapons 
as they could collect; ami tlie rest, no less 
tamed, gathered tliemselves and hapless 
children round me,, as if I could preserve 
them, pursuing their friends with a cry 
that might shake the throne oF mercy. — 
Aimor and Emanuel cast a lingering eye 
towards the foot of the tree at which I 
sat, apparently the Queen of Sorrow. It 
was dreadful to moke a visible distinction 
at tliat moment, and perhaps embitter their 
last. Laying my l>abe upon my lap, I 
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tendered a hand to each. The boon was 
Eagerly accepted : even the savage became 
humanized; an impassioned tear fell on 
the band that shuddered at his touch; 
•while EUnanuel, more gracefully obsequi- 
ous, bowed to the earth, arid reroovhig his 
ardent eye from my face to that of his 
Tival — ^^^ Adieu, most worshipped of wo- 
men !" cried the gallant Spaniard, '^ adieu^ 
for ever ! How many evils does death save 
us all from!" 

During the horrible interval of blood 
and slaughter I endeavoured to close my 
ears to the sound of the firing, which was 
echoed by the agonizing groans of the 
wretches arounid me. The conflict was 
4short; and bands of Europeans soon 
pierced through those shades where a few 
minutes had made so many helpless wi- 
dows. Those guilty but unfortunate wo- 
men prostrating themselves before the pre- 
sented pieces, endeavoured,- by the most 
submissive gestures and offers of their 
children, to assuage the wrath of the in- 
censed victors. I feebly arose likewise^ and 



to give light to the iDind than the crea* 

tton^ and called on the pleasing prospect 

c 3 
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preasttig forward to the -Apparent leader^ 
astCMiished him with the sight of a white 
among the sunrivors. ' L exhausted my lit- ^ ) 

tie remaining strength in soliciting pro- j 

teetion for myself and child, and pity for 
my cx>mpanioas. He heard without coii)« t 

prefaeoding me : hh very ^ul was intei^ily. 
-fixed oa the scattered riches thif reduc*^ 
tioQ of the slaves put into his bands, and> ! 

oeUher myself, my daughter, or my fjjte,- 
seemed an ot^ect worth regard. The. | 

whole party busily employed themselves 
10 collecting the valuables of every kind« 
ajid afieiwards taking into consideratioa 
the Human plunder fortune had once Eoore 
restored to theni, they drove off the fe- 
male slaves and their children, bending be? 
seath the weight of misefy, fatigue, «iid> 
manacles. 

I Emerging from the -depth of those un- 

. wholesome w^oods through which 1 had 

wandered, I lifted my eyes devoutly to-. 

I wards that risiiis: orb, which seems no less. 
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of the future to coonleracir the horrible 
impresi^oa of the past. Restored by this 
extraordinary means once more to civi- 
lized sociely^ my heartackuowledged the 
charm, the simple, the solitary cfaarmr of 
Kberty, and springing forward toward Eng-. 
land, overleaped every intervening ob- 
srtacle^ Convinced by fatal experience at 
©nee of the fragility of bunian happiness, 
and the persecutions to which itature'si 
dearest gifts too often expose as, the J>right 
forms ^f love, ambition, and' glory va^ 
liished, leaving no image for my fancy to 
rest on but Content. I sa\v her meek eye 
lifted to her heaven-bom sister Resigna*. 
lion, whose hallowed beams streamed 
through her earthly cottage, impearling 
every tear, and my. sottl sighed after th^ 
sad peace of which I found it yet capable* 
The dear unconscious partaker of my way- 
ward fate, with many an innocent smile 
revived my spirits ; and devoted to thi*- 
only object of my pleasure, I sought in her 
to loie the sense of every other qare. 
The curiosity I had at first excited 
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among the whole party extended not be- 
yond common enquiries ;* and as I spoke 
no Spanish, and French wa$^ but indiiFe* 
rently understood by either them or myself^ 
I could hardly hope greatly to interest 
them in my favour. I had made them 
comprehend that I was a near relation of 
the murdered Mortimer, but that circum- 
stance^ far from interesting^ seemed rather 
to alienate and disgust them. 
. It w^s night ere we i-eaohed St. Jago d« 
la Vega, where we found the inhabitants 
universally under arms, and eagerly ex-" 
pectihg the return of those sent after the 
rebellious fugitives. Confounded with 
those persecuted- wretches -r- unsheltered 
from the taunts, insults, and execrations 
of an.incedsed populace, I found myself 
yet the victim of angry fortune ; and. oyerr 
worn with suflTering, dropt senseless at the 
door of a prison, where I understood my 
journey was to end. I revived on a miserar 
|)le bed in a dark room, and without any 
companions ! but conscious of safety, as 
well as free from guilty I recommended 
G 4 
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myself to God^ and sunk into -the bappie^ 
repose I had known since I passed the fatal 
gates of Bouen. 

A black slave brought me some coarse 
provisions in the morniirg, nor <iid I kno\f 
till the evening that it was meant to sus- 
tain myself and child for the day. It 
proved, however, more than sufficient; 
lor my constitution, which bad hitherto 
resisted every dan gei*, had now received d 
shock of the most desperate kind. Racked 
with intolerable' pains through all -my^ 
limbs, I was sensible, too late^ that my 
own imprudence had added a malady of 
body to all my mental sufferings. Duting 
the last awful conflict, when the ofiending 
yebels expiated with life the ravagea they 
had committed, T, in common with the fe^ 
males they had left behind, had thrown 
myself on the ground, alike through weari^ 
ness and terror. The unwholesome danapfl^ 
4fftsing from a spot 'which the sun had 
never penetrated, stiffened every joinrt-^a 
rheumatic fever was th^ cruel consequence? 
Alone, uncomfortcd, uqassisted, consumed 
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by an internal raging . fire, I groaned, I . 
shrieked with intense torture. The starts 
and cries of my little one done informed 
me that I had done so. I hushed her on 
a bosom I. feared would scorch her; and 
eagerly swallowing whatever liquid was. 
brought me, had hardly intervals of sense 
enough to share it with my babe^ or 'suf- 
ficiently to provide for her nourishment.' 
The days of this excessive misery were un-, 
numbered — insensibly the fever subsided -y. ' 
but left a lameness happier hours and in- 
cessant care could never cure. 

When returning reason allowed me to» 
extend my reflections beyond the present 
evil, I recollected, from the time elapsed, 
that my imprisonment must be decided 
and perpetual. Emanuel had told me that 
the Governor was timid^ mean^ and ava« 
ricious. Forgetful of this, I had informe<i^ 
my conductors of the family tie between 
myself and Mortimer, which rendering ' 
me his natural heir^ this unworthy Gover-4 
nor, I doubted not, _ had annihilated -m^ 
claim to possessions be wa^ res(>lved to »p^ 

65 
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propriate^ by clasMDg me with tbe mur-' 
derers among whom I was found ! nad by 
au arbitrary, proceeding (not uncoiDinQQ 
there^ if Emanuel might be relied on) sen* 
tenced me at ooce^ unwilling to venture a 
judici^il enquiry. Tbe languor incident to 
B!uch incessant suflTeringSi bot)i of body and 
miad^ as 1 bad for a course of time ^a* 
duredj rendered me less sliocked and 
grieved at this than many other qonlin* 
gencies. It seemed in my power to die^ 
and disappoint tbe malice of my oppressors. 
It was only to remit a little^ a very little 
eare of myself> and my constitution would 
dually give way. Perhaps I should have 
delivered myself wholly up to this idea^ 
bttt that the first great tie of nature still 
ip^ound round my bleeding heart. My fate, 
said I to myself, is fully, is finally accom- 
l^isbedv A sad inheritor of my motb^*s 
mtsibrtttnes, methinks ij^iey are all only re-^ 
traced in me — led like her a guiltless cip* 
iive through a vindictive mob, the object 
of vulgar 'm9^\i and opprobrium — ^like her 
envloied unjtistly in a prison, even in tbe 
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iloom of life a broken constitution is an- 
ticipating the infirmities of age. And shall 
the siniihtude end. here? No: let me^ li^e 
her^ extract fortitude, from eqich accumu- 
lating injury ; an^ if the will of my Maker 
' shortens the coinmon term of life allotti^ 
to mortality, oh let me coqaq into his pre-- 
sence a spotless, martyr ! aod tbou^ sweet 
babe^ . permitted like the palm tree to flou- 
rish under oppi^ssion^ $uDely foir some 
great end hast thou survived th^e succes- 
sioa of calamities which foreran thy ex- 
istence, nor dares thy mother once wish to 
desert theei . . 

. The d^y^, Madam^ thu«i strangely past 
oti. The fefiaale slaye I haye. mentioned 
appeared e\ery morning; and performing 
the common offices of ..life in silence^ 
placed near me the food s^lotted, and >va- 
{tished till tbe next. Imagine not I ac- 
quiesced^ withoutattempting, at leasts to 
^certain my imputed crime ; but I found 
the poor wretch was so totally deaf, that 
not one word reached her^ nor did she 
ipeak s^ny 9ther langaage than her own ^nd 
«6 
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very imperfect Spanish^ to "which I was al 
stranger. Neither could I convey to lier 
by »igns kka& I could ikid no visible objecl 
to repraseAt. The tender graces of my 
daughter neverthekss operated gradually 
im the untaught soul of the Negro^ and i 
had reason to think she would even have 
connived at my escape^ but that such « 
measuve would only have inereaBed my mis^ 
l(Mrtdnes while thus without a friend, a homei 
or a hope. 

One oircoBMtance continually embittered 
my mind with distant remerabram^es ; the 
tower in which I was confined adjoinet) 
to ^e fort, aiid had one window command* 
ing the sea^ the other looked ^toward the 
ifiiand ooaniry. The cannon conslHmtly 
proclaimed the arrival or departure of ^very 
vesiel^ and my eager heart irresistibly im-^ 
pelled me towards the window. But 4i waa 
not forme they catne !^**no hope of releaseH* 
tto wdI4(nown^ce to greet nae ! Those shipa 
tbat departed impressed me with ideas yet 
flftore painful and gloomy. The arms of 
Sngland^^tai^ England^, ^rfien enriehetf 
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eyerjr streamer^ and . my sick soul groaaed 
under the conviction^ that I must nevtw 
hope to view the port^ which would Deitore 
those mariners Xcomparatively careless of. 
the advantage) to tlie local ties of conntry^ 
kindred, and friendship; to all that gives, 
charms to existence. — Haunted by a plea«« 
sure which was always in my view, with-^ 
out being ever within my reach^ h couM 
not subdue the killing emotions thus raised 
in my soul. 

The growth of my child alone markedl 
to me the progress of time. Ah I ^moineiit 
how sweet art thou yet to my memory, 
when first her little v6ice strive at .articu-^ 
lation ! The blessed name of mother at 
length broke the drear silence of my prisdn, 
and hardly the celestial sounds of* hovering 
ADgctls> had I been launched into eternity >' 
could give me a sablinKr pleasure. - I-san^ 
her walk with a transport scarcely inferior^ 
Engrossed by, and devoted to this sole ob«« 
ject of my eye§ and heart, which the- gra*. 
cioufr Author of universal being permitted 
her to fill, I Qo longer repined at my nn*- 
merited captivity. Only an^cious lelt.any 
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one should suspect my pfpsseasion of thii kk>; 
valuable gero, I felt ready to hide her, eieti: 
when the old slave made her daily appear- 
ance. The common raiment with which 
we were periodically supplied^ I became 
ingenious in fitting to. her little form ; and 
by that insensible contraction of oar facul- 
ties, which extends through nature, al- 
though it has been remarked only in the 
organs of sight, I drew into this narrow 
boundj those fears, hopes, wishes^ and* em- 
ploy^ients, which in rapid succession fill 
up our livesy and leave behind a remem- 
brance that we always revert to with 5atis- 
iactiouj^ and often conceive to have been 
happiness. 

Fearful, at sbme intervals, lest the want 
#f air or exercise should 'nip my beauteous 
blossom, I devised a thousand little plans 
'to make her run within her narrow con-, 
fines; and stfengthen a constitution hern 
perhaps tq trials, not inferior to those which 
had' blighted her mother's youth. , I .held 
her to the window, mbrning and eveuing, 
and found the winds of Heaven blew not 
ksspo^e through iron bars than gilded lat- 
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tices. Ah, surely my memory do^snot err, 
when I say witli the poet, that 

prom the childrtn of thejirst-born Cain, 
To him who did but yesterday suspire. 
There zvas not siich a gracious creature born; 
For nature^ s gifts she might zcith lilies vie, 
And with the half -blown rose, 

I was one day holdrag the dear child to 
tlie evening air, her little hands now grasped 
the rough hars, and now were extended 
through them, while her inhpcent tongue 
beguiled her fond-npiother's at|;ention, whea 
I suddenly perceived a black woman, ap- 
parently of distinction, leaning under an 
awning, raised at no great distance; and 
while she talked busily to the slaves who 
were fanning her, th^ eyes of all were 
turned intently on my infant. I snatched 
her away, with an apprehension the most 
lively I had for years felt ; I even absented 
myself from the window for a long time, 
then venturing a glance, without approach^- 
ing near enough to be seen, I perceived th^ 
stranger's eyes were still fixed upon my 
prison^ aud the repose of thai night was 
I 
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wholly destroyed by a vague fear the next 
confirmed. At the same hour she retarned 
again to the same pavilUon^ and after watch- 
ing the window in vain/ (as I no longer 
dared to approach it) she shewed msmifesl^ 
tokens of chagrin and disappointment.* Alas^ 
this was not all. My old Negro appeared 
soon after^ and delivering me an unintelli- 
gible message, demanded my daughter. J 
prayed, wept, intreated, groaned to . the 
poor wretch, whose eyes alone of all her 
senses seemed affected by my agonies. After 
a thousand incomprehensible signs on her 
partj and resolute refusals on my own, she 
snatched the child from those weak arms 
which wanted an equal power of resistance, 
and left me stretched on the floor from thfe 
lameness I have mentioned. 

It Was \ong ere I had courage to ap- 
proach the window; but collecting every 
power of mind and body, I at length ven- 
tiired thither. I saw the darling child 
seated on cushions at the feet of the woman^ 
whose power wrested her from me, laden 
with' toys, and overwhelmed with caresses. 
This, however, was but a small relief to my . 
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maternal angokh^ while uncertaia whether 
I had not lost her for ever: nor did my 
apprehensions diminish^ when I saw the 
attendant slaves bear their mistress away on 
a'covered conchy with my child in her arms* 
Ah^ then my prison became a dungeon 
indeed ! I smote my bead against the 
enclosing bars^ and the air echoed .to my 
groans, I'hey were only relieved by the 
return of my old slave, who leading in my 
lamented cherob, once more blest my arms 
with the burthen. My heart rushed so 
impeftuotisly towards her, that it seemed to 
extend through my whole throbbing frame* 
As I surveyed the recovered blessing with 
added fondness, I perceived llmt the gently 
black I had so injurionsly distrusted, had 
lavishly adorned die fender objedt of a sur-» 
friateg attachment. Imagine a girl between 
three and four years old, slight, graceful/ 
fair, and bloomings whose amber locks the 
hand of nature had twined into a thousand 
tpiral rings, which fell over a loose vest of 
silver muslin, girt with roses? her. little 
arms and ancles were encircled with fiinci-< 
fui bracelets^ of different coloured beads; 
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while her hand bore a gilt basket^ filled with 
the fruits of the countf j. She seemed a 
being of another worlds descending to bless 
this — While, yet in the arms of her sable 
conductor^ she appeared to me like new- 
born light> reposing on the bosom of chaos. 
I took the liltle luxuries she oiTered^ and 
and while indulging a sense time and abati^ 
iience had almost annihilated^ I wor^ipped 
the hand which thus at length relented. 
* Ahy Madam^ it is only in the early sea^ 
sons of heavy visitation we dare to repine ; 
wjbta misery once reaqhes the extrenie^ it 
has always salutary effects. Purified en- 
tirely from the vain wants and wishes^ our 
pride and our passions for a long time repre* 
^eot as the very essentials of oiuc beings we 
then set a doe value on the commonest 
blessij»gs^ and soon find. in. every thing an 
enjoyment. 

: When I pondered over the infinite and 
various advantages^ my daughter mi(^ht de* 
rive fromthe partial ity*of a woman, whose 
authority was great enough to open the 
doors of our prison^ my heart beoame sen* 
sible of hopes in her favour^ I had loog 
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ceased to indulge in my own ; and resign- 
ing myself to the prospect, I sunk into a re* 
pose which migtu almost be called happy. 
A short time habituated me to periodically 
parting with^ and receiving my d^ughter^. 
always laden with some little present, con* 
ducive either to my health or comfort. Ouc 
benefactress too, ever kindly retired to the 
spot I could command^ as if desirous to 
gratify me, at the same moment with her* 
self; and greatly indeed did she fulfil her 
purpose. I saw, in spite of that fatality 
which bad long hung over my unhappy 
family, an exertion of Heaven in favour of 
my child, which encouraged' me to hope a 
favourable revolution at some (perhaps not. 
distant) period : while in the tedious itUer*. 
val, the means of health and comjfort were, 
amply bestowed <Stx her, and the latter, 
through her means, on her exhausted 
mother, 

: At some intervals, weeks, nay a month, 
would elapse, without my daughter's being 
sent for, by which I concluded some one in 
^till higher authority, controuled the actions 
pf her Negro, friend ; though the benefits^ 
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in a great degree, remained to us ; wbole- 
some fruits, better provisioDs, more agree- 
able clothing, and a more watchful attend* 
ance. I sometimes wondered • that the 
woman who th\is generously alleviated our 
suifeiings, never once enquired into theif 
origin ! but having learnt, by painful expe- 
rience, the impropriety of judging vfithout 
information, I still ^Battered myself vritb the 
prospect of a release : which at the TW)rs|. 
I considered as - only delayed^ till I could 
perfect ray dai^hter in the woeful tale of 
those lailer events, which thus unjustly 
confined us. * 

^ In process of time, I understood from my 
Bweet Mary's improved accents^ thai our 
benefactress was named Anana ; and never 
did my soul offer up a prayer, . in which 
that name (however unhallowed) was no^ 
included; 

The total ignorance in whicb my daugh** 
ter*s mind yet remained, shocked and 
grieved me. Being wholly without beoksy 
I knew not any manner of supplying their 
place, and could only 'substitute principles- 
for modes^ and instil into her tender mind 
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the religious and moral documentfi^ which 
yet existed in my own. I endeavoured to 
give her an idea of the nature and appear- 
^ttjce of books. I every day made her 
repeat that wprd a hundred times; I charged 
her to do so immediately, whenever she 
visited Anana. Eat whatever the reason, 
I saw her apparently near eight years old, 
without having been able to procure her the 
advantage, er myself the relief ,of reading. 

Tbu« innocently and happily employed^ 
I one day saw my prison doer thrown open, 
and the interview so long desired, unex- 
pectedly granted to me. ' Anana entered in 
mourning. ' I incoherently blended the dic- 
tates of gratitude and sorrow. The amia- 
We Anana told me in broken French, that 
she came to comfort me. Charmed to find 
it in my power to render myself intelligible 
to her, I related briefly my story, which 
her Complacency assured me she did not 
half understand. It was with the utmost 
diflBiculty I comprehended from her, that 
Don Pedro de Sylva, the unjust Governor, 
who had condemned me without examina- 
tion^ was at length dead i that she had for 
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i^otne time past been bis favourite^ and used 
the influence that title gave her to indulge 
xber fondness for my child, and lighten my 
captivity t that it had always been as much 
in her power to visit my" prison -as now, 
but not finding any certain crime imputed 
to me, and sure if I could acquit myself 
of the suspicion, she should become warmly 
interested in my favour, (perhaps to the 
degree of exasperating the benefactor, she 
might then be obliged to despise) she had 
wisely forborne to gratify her generous curi- 
ositj^ and contented herself with bestowing 
such marks of her attachment as would not 
interfere with the rights of the Governor, 
or diminish her own. Finally, that death 
having snatched away the only person ehti^ 
tied to restrain her inclinations, who had 
bequeathed her a considerable portion of 
his wealthy she bestowed a part of it, to 
obtain from the new Governor a remission: 
of iiiy sentence : and having succeeded, 
now came to assure me, that I was at liberty 
to return to Europe ; for which voyage her 
friendship would amply supply me witli 
means, company^ and attendance, as it was 
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Uer purpose to quit for ever a country, where 
she had lost tier only connexion^ and seek 
in another^ protection^ religion, an^ peace. 
. During tliish discourse^ I thought my 
senses almost failed me. I made her a 
thousand .times repeat the welcome, tlie 
surprizing intelligence that t was free ; and, 
the arrival of her slaves to convey me from 
the melancholy dungeon^ which I believed 
the day before, would at some future one 
become my grave, alone gave, confirmation 
to so incredible an event. But when I really 
found myself at liberty; when I saw the 
varied heavens above my head, and felt the 
green earth under my feet ; when the soft 
fragrance of the alm<)8t-forgotten blossoms 
indulged ,Qne sense, and the sweet sounds of 
congratulating voices blest another, i won- 
der 1 did not jexpire with the tumult of 
mingled emotions (this happy moment re- 
vived in my heart. I raised my soul, to him 
who gave those senses, and breathed life 
into the elements which sustain .them, and 
besoiight him to moderate my feelings, or 
condense them all in gratitude. 
Blended oUce more, almo&t miraculously 
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in the concerns of this worlds I learnt with 
a thousand sensations no words can de- 
scribe,, that Elizabeth had a few months 
Before paid the debt ot nature; and that 
my brother James^ as well by her nomina* 
tion as the rights of his birth^ arid the voice 
of the people^ had ascended the throne of 
England: happily uniting under hiB sway 
two kingdoms, so many ages hostile as 
hardly to leave a hope of the event which 
Was now without bloodshed fully acconJ- 
jplished. Time, grief, abd misfortune^ had 
ik) far allayed the irritation of my mind^ 
that I blessed the ordination of Providence 
which thus left my resentment without an 
object. Higher, happier, and dearer pros- 
pects opened before me, and I looked for- 
w^ard with impatience to the moment, when 
I should present my smiling Mary to my 
beloved sister, and in the society of con- 
nexions so precious, lose the 'remainder of 
my days. . 

, Alas ! Madam, I required sentiments 
}ike these to sustain me against the con- 
viction that the intense heats of the climate 
had united with the want of lur and ezer- 
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cise to fix the lameness left by the rheuma* 
tic fever, and completelj* debilitate my 
constitution, which has irom that period 
been sdbjeci to a thousand little wearing 
nameless maladies, that insensibly absorb 
the spirit of youth^ and bring on an early 
old age. 

' Anana, actuated by a fondness for my 
daughter scarce inferior to my own, shared 
with me in every maternal care, and ear"- 
nestly besought me to receive her under 
my protection on our arrival in En gland • 
where I had made her sensible I held a 
distinguished rank. Solemnly assuring me 
that it was her intention to bequeath to my 
sweet child the wealth she derived from the 
Governor, alike to prove her own attach- 
tnent, and as a compensation far our long 
and unjust imprisonments The state in 
which she had lived with Don Pedro, sup-* 
plied an objection, at which my pride re- 
volted, but that almost instantaneously gave > 
way to principle.. I resolved to be above 
aacrificing the duties of. gratitude and be- 
nevolence to opinion^ and remembering her ' 
vol.. ir. ■ 



146 THE HKCESS, &C. 

mtlaught mind kiKW no tie in We^ock bat 
^onstency, and perhaps in that instance 
might vie with myseK^ 1 sought^ by ci)tei«- 
va^ing the wild bnt solid Tiftnes of h«r sou}> 
to bury the remeinbraQee o? her fermer 
error^ and fortify lier against any fntave 
one. Open to the pure impressions of ye- 
Kgion and nsorality thie amiable Anana 
jMromiaed to become aa ornament \o human 
nature; but alas^ a greater power than i 
conld oTer-rfile ^boitened heir span^ and itf 
<^nce detarmined for in all. The small pox.^ 
always so dangerous in the islands^ farobt 
<ont jiuddenly^ and sw^pt- off huBdi^dsu*^ 
The ^prehensions people of Ansma's com* 
^exlon ever entertain of it^ contribute^ mo«& 
probably, to reockr it so fatal. She threw 
jbef self into such agonies^ that the eruptioa 
soon appeared^ with the n^ost mootal aymp* 
toma. Delirioua alike with the dreadful 
malady, and ^extreme fondnesa for my 
daoigfater, she calL6d for her ince«sa&t}y^ 
she strove to break ffX)m her attendanta^ 
and get out of bed in search of her. Ska 
in^eated me in the mosi movingy b>rokeo 
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aocients, once monc to let her b^ar the little 
«ingel sbe couid no longer see; to suifer 
hex to give iato the dear child's band the 
eafifeet sbe was no soon g^iBg to beque^tk 
her. The terrified motiier shrunk in silence 
from sHcH a conflict. Ah, what are the 
gems she will begtow, cried I, to that 
breathings one hewdf ? — all now left of my 
promised fortunes.— The dictates of gratis- 
tnde then prevailing, I would cry, but can 
I refuse the last request, however wild and 
erroneous, of her who preserved the being 
she now would involuntary endanger i 
Fincjing i*eason ineffectual towards conquer* 
ing the dying wish of Anana, I acquitted 
myself to her, by leading to the bed of 
infection and death, my little treasure, with 
a resignation I could only compare to that 
of Abraham, and like the innocent.be would 
have devoted, my child was returned to me. 
Tl\e exhausted Anana^ considenng this with 
justic^ as the highest effort of gratitude' and 
esteem, yielded herself patietttly to the will 
of Heaven, which soon called' her hence* 
^ The sincere concern, this loss occasioued^ 
n2, 
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gave way to one still nearer; my child 
sickened with the same horrible distemper^ 
and centered in anxiety every faculty^ of 
my soul. ItsooD^ however, took the, most 
favourable turn, and left me at leisure tp 
endeavour to secure the legiacy our lo^t 
fjriend had put into my hands. The d&- 
ceas^d Governor had converted the princi- 
pal pait of the property he realized into 
diamonds; a common practice in countries 
where justice is partially administered ; nor 
did the new Governor know either their 
number or value : Anana having followed 
Jthe directions of her benefactor in biding a 
part, and bribing his successor to a.cquies- 
cence by sharing the remainder. I had now 
gained worldly wisdom enough to adopt the 
s^me, plan ; and having fulfilled every duty, 
I joyfully embarked for England, accom- 
panied by several slaves, who preferred at- 
^n^ing on me to the precarious blessing of 
emancipation under arbitrary power. 
; Ah, Madam, how different was this voy- 
age from th^t already commemprated !~ 
frovfi the fallen tree I then continually wa» 
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fered with my tears, a tender, a lovely scion 
had sprung up ; it flourished ift the shade ; 
it blossomed in sunshine; with sweet, with 
gentle hopes, » I bore it toward its liative 
£oil. No barbarous hand was now lying in 
wait to destroy it; no pestilential wind blew 
from those cliffs which shot their white arms 
into the oCean, and hospitably invited us to 
the bosom of peace. Ah, no ! a dear, though 
small circle. of symp^hizing friends would 
receive the forlorn, the widowed wanderer^ 
as one arisen from the dead ; would grace my 
woeful tale with many a lamenting tear. 

My sister too, my darling Ellinor-^how 
perfect, how pure, cried my swelling hearty 
will be our re-union J how will she fondly 
fold to her generous bosom this dear child 
of the ocean — this soothifig, unconscious 
fellow-sufferer — 'this early partner in her 
Matilda's wayward fortune!-^ Pawse, Ma- 
dam, over this fair prospect, and let me rest 
ft while my weary fingers and spirits. 



hS 
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PART IV. 



1 STRUGGLED with the sad rem^m^ 
t»ra]2ces indelibly impressed on mj heart, 
when my eyes again beheld the shore of 
England;, and feeding to my bosom Ui« 
dear offspring of love and misfortune^ t 
abut up every sense in her. Already alive 
to the anxious hopes and wishes that ^o 
early tincture a being with which alone they 
expire^ my daughter fondly flattered herself 
Vith the expectation of an unknown good. 
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amd iilipa^tientlj wbhed for the termination 
^ of our voyage. I landed at Greenwich, 
becftU86 the ^tspoi where I could soonest 
ieara intelligence of live Sydney family, at 
tbe people who kept the chief inn, I re» 
nember^d bmd been servants to Lord Xici^ 
eester : but alas, I had overlooked the long 
tenn of my absence, and the probability 
that they might either be dend or removed* 
Greenwich^ which I had left the seat oC 
gaiety, empiit^, asfd magnificence, now op'^ 
peared a dreary solitude. The tide in silence 
kved the wails of u deserted ps^e, whicb 
verging to decay lik^ i|s pest, possessors, 
seeaed but a gaudy maii$dk»m. I pau6e4 
over these fragile memorialf of bumaOr 
gmndenr, as the boat hm:4^ me to vtiFdfi l^e 
shove ; and half swouBed the ^tf angenesi 
that migiit await me there. I was presently 
iMim>uiided by a set of unknown faces; atid' 
after rnnch tcdiQtifi enquiry, learnt that my 
ibad^ririetid, Lndy Aruadell, still iob»bHe4 
t^er house near Chelsea^ whither I dispatch-^ 
od B messenger with a billet. It demianddci 
^' a welconpie for a poor widovfed wanderojv 

- H 4 . 
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and ' a babe^ for whose existence that dear 
woman was perhaps responsible^ as it was 
wholly owing to her indulgence, I added^ 
I would not venture one enquiry till I had 
gained fortitude from her presence, bu^ 
doubted not that I should have as much to 
Jearn as to unfold. If, as^ my flattering 
forebodings informed me, my darling sister 
yet survived, I was persuaded by whatever 
name she was now distinguished she would 
once more answer to that with transport ;. 
and fold to her glowing bosom a weary; 
lieart whieh had tong sought Id vain a. 
resting place ; but I submitted thediscoveryj 
and meeting, entirely to the care and pru-^ 
dence of o«ir mutual friend/' . . , . i 
I waited not long io 8uspense> for my 
messenger hastened back with a billet, ineo^ 
her eBt as surprize and joy could make it.* 
^^Fly," said the generous Lady Arundell, 
^' to my arms> to my heart, to my home--^ 
they will ever be open to you i^nd ycMir*s— ^I 
suspend all explanations till I see vou.-rAh, 
Matilda, dear to my eyes will be-that lovely 
face^ however changed by misfoituiie/^ 

St . 
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Grateful as this.invitatidn pi^oved, my soul 
was.setisible of a damp apd disappointoG^Qt,^ 
from the obscurity cast over the. interval of 
mjr absence, and l^r leaving upansw^fied 
my enquiry for my sister. I hastened. peverj- 
theless to obey the request. The sad medi- 
tations which . would have engrossed, ^my 
faculties in passing through loudon^ w^re 
continually, interrupted by the transports of 
my little Mary ; the varying streets filled 
with gay shops^ and thronged with fine- 
dressed people, were a novelty to her of the 
most charming and interesting nature. Ere 
I could half answer her enquiry into each 
new wonder, it vcbls lost in the next, and 
that chastened pleasure a mother extract^ 
from blending the sigh of knowledge with 
the smile of innocence^^ claiming its turn ia 
my agitated bosom, suspending more pow*: 
erful emotions: but when my eyes rested 
on the gates of Lady Arundeirs house, those 
gates from whence I last took my flight so 
dearly accompanied> a pang so pungent 
wrung my heart, that my feeble sense sunk 
under it^ and I swooned away, I revived j . 
h5 
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«aid ft fteWM»[ T^diisr )yy tiie <5ti^ tod it^ars 

tsenrants idio im^Kwaded iwe. My iWMt 
)tf«ry hftd diitt^ up Ae Mu^ im whieh 
they laid tetfey ftad diKspix>g her ^mkw rovfid 
my neck lind lier ttantUng cheek fc6 my pale 
6t)^^ asid diiied •delugM ^f tears* I <xm^ 
fcTted her, Md feetmg my km^d fnameA by 
Mm^ body who saft aldi^oirt; bdkted »M;» 
%urtl^d^ «Bd fixing my ^yefe^)^ llie t^reaifih- 
ihg ones i>f liady Aruftj^U^ I threw myself 
«ilenily inib lier Wtm, atid fcJ% my very «b«l 
dmolve tfpM het %d^Mi. SMh im^ iMrff 
^irfibcated wil9i feeKtigs too high «wlnwight, 
ttnd ^e presence cf "my dtiwgh'tw- ^orved ^ 
fbrtimate ItiHrf ; ftfr -dw^itog »e IbiMMy 
floi^n to her, " why 4o ytm ciy, ttmrfrtif* 
ftaid the dear one, *^* «wd yvhj does ifcfe lady 
try ? I thbuglrt we catne home 1:b be tap* 
* J)y .** *' Atod happy we witt be, ttty^feflmg,** 
cried Lady AriindeH," pressing her ton T^ 
^bm mehitag tn her ferotrr, *' tvho trsfti I* 
Otherwise WeiA with sach ti rfiertib? Oati* 
yon com-fybtn, Ma^nldti, when fledrteti !rtrt 
left yon her ?"~*' No, my adrajnAfe itiend/ 
4 
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si^bed 1,^*1 do not coiii{>laiii^»«my reason 
repcoves thos^ tears my wbttn4e<l li«art wiii 
fiot cease periodiealfy to poar fotth; thk 
koiHie^ thitt veotn, cvep your tend^tn^si 
ii«rai:ens a .traiisi of kilfing tem^mbrancee^ t 
hsive in vaifi €n<k«rro|if3e(t %o 4i,WL my^^ 
%gcii«€t. II«re^ licr^^ e^en bene has «i5r 
coal expanded towards hir fistiier ivi%h A 
'pieanaite of wht^ h^t^seV, and this waed^ 
are tJke only fneuiorials." 

Tbe «9tranee of servants with refresh*^ 
itteirts^ fii^pefided a Iktie ttie agitation of 
l^otb ; and Lady' Arandeil o!-stinate)y re- 
fused every kind of information coneeming 
toy «iflter or fiiends till the next day, insist- 
il^g Uiat I 9l)«n)d devote the remainder of 
the^ev^mng to a minate recital of my own 
itor^". Th^ «9to«iflhinent lis incidents every 
mometit eceited in Lady Arundell, seemed 
to make it iiiore wonderftil even to myself. 
Having the happy assurance from, her that 
my sij^r still lived, I ga^re Way to the sweet 
, hope of seeing her, and filkd up witb her 
idea a chamber which now appeared more 
solitary than ever. 

h6 
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My impatience concerning my EUinor 
could OP longer be restrained^ than till we 
met in the mornings when I importunately 
demanded her story. The vinble reluctance 
with which Lady Ar«ndell granted my re- 
^quest^ confirmed my fears of some dreadful 
catastrophe^, and had I not been assured my 
0ister yet liyed^ I should have concluded he% 
loss the fatal event our friend feared to ac- 
knowledge : but satisfied in this instance^ 
and having no tie which could comparatively 
interest me^ I fortified my mind against the . 
impression of inferior sorrows> by the deep 
sense of those I had already survived^ 

, Whatever courage I had collected^ I 
needed it all^ when with that fearful pomp 
of preparation with which friendship ever 
binds up the wounds of fate, Eady Arundell 
produced a number of papers^ most of 
which appeared to be written by my sister. 
_ I kissed the dear traces of a hand so be- 
loved. Alas, those sheets are yet by mc-^ 
and I need only subjoin tbenou 
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The Life of Ellinor, addressed to Matilda. 

Oh ! you much loved, but Kttle trusted^ 
dear sister of my heart ! whom it fondly 
pursues through uuknown climes> where 
yet perhaps you wander, the victim of 
a fatal attachment, receive in these pa- 
pers, if ever ihey mee^ your eyes, the 
greatest testimony of an affection, which 
as it was the first my^ soul became sen* 
wble to, so surely it will be the last.— - 
Allied, to me in destiny no less than blood, 
(for we were born alike to be unknown 
except to each other,) lo ! I lay my heart 
unveiled before you, its passions, its pride, 
its prejudices; — condemn them not, my 
sister, however they may contradict your 
own. Estimate duly the silence I have so 
long preserved, the sacrifices I have made ; 
sacrifices so much the mor;e meritorious, 
as my soul ever revolted against the mean 
imposer, and submitted but to you. 1 
knew the delicacy of your mind, and 
would not add* to the weight which hung 
upon its nobler faculties by a confidence 
that might wrong. at the same moment 



158 TH£ accEiS, && 

your duty. Ah, no ! I remembered Wil- 
liams, and was from tliat moment prudent, 
if not happy. Yet m I know too weH the 
liormrs of mystery, ii^ertitude, a^ sHeiice, 
(for have I not spent ages in vainly guess* 
lug at yo«r fate ?) fet me rescue you frboi 
a life of sarmtse by preserving this eai 
oiemoriaK Perhaps diis astonisiiing aeplit 
folion vrtU prore eternal ! If then mf. 
heart no more sh^dl feel tiie throb of aff<^lv 
tifui it has always gi^en w4i«fi yours pressed 
against te, (and sometlitiig seems to tell tn« 
that pleasure shuil a<eyer move be miiie !) 
recerve in this recited a last proof of my 
tenderness; and oh, my dear, iiUfated si»^ 
ter, may it mitigate the keenness of your 
aAiction to learn that you have not beeai 
the geeaUest sufferer^ 

In one part of this st^ry I must eter 
bare been obscure and inaineefie, but thai 
fate has snatched away the itrorshipped ^o)>4 
ject of Mrhose character we jodged in so 
fliiferent a manner. Oh, pardon «ie, MU 
gmcioos HeaTen, if my opUiwn bcis beea 
erroneous i-^^Ptade hene^ MalSMa, if jwnr 
risHkg soul hm taben the fllarin^ and vr4a^ 



well tiie k>ire yaa henr mB, for I diaU oeed 
it all, ttnkss i faUfjr the fWet. 

Oa the meuHM-abk daj^ when Heay^en 
decided tfae tieatinj of the one sbter^ and 
pecplesned ihu of the other^ by presenting 
to tbe eyes of bolh tiw fiavonrite of Elizn- 
iH!(dk, how diatiietncaUy KOfiposiiie were the 
impressionsi each topic ^ hit character ? 
iUtonidiiiig thai two agneeiiig in ^verjr 
iodbairce tili tkut moiieiit^ shcmld jbr tbc 
fint time difier in so decided^ a utaaner i 
•anduKNie aatoofashttig diat every Allowing 
'4ay otaly cDnfinaed tfae aepai^ate judgments. 
Tbe dasikyg alike of art mul of naticre^ tfae 
«ye or miod ootiid denand no more tbasi 
was ccaxipriaied in the peascii of Lefd* 
Lek^e9lsm'***hut kmot, m my opiaioii^ tfae 
chann ended. His hearty not watm hf 
MHwne, had iiaen tendered in m, gvec^ degree 
<sidkMM fron its kwm^ erpanded in the 
ohitiuig atmospfaetie of « Court. Vn«> 
istowaded in hii^ pvojee^^ tifoiid amd auntie 
in hie actitons^ tyrannic 'vtk bia pansuii%s> 1^ 
aibjeet InOd oonAdiidt govem tieveir lohg at-^ 
tadiedhtm. Amhitbn^ pride^ and vanity^ 
ifeoie leadtiig Wails ia aloiast^e^ery ebai3^> 
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' ter^ were in his so exquisitely blended and 
corrected by . the frost of his nature, that 
they might often be mistaken for nobler 
passions. You were presented to his eyes , 
in early youth, a finished pattern of beau- 
ty, endued - with royalty, in the tender 
bloom of a newly awakened love. Uniting 
thus in your own person the strongest 
powersr.of charming, with such a& were 
peculiarly congenial to the heart you wished 
to win, it laid itself at your feet. Oh, 
woeful moment when it did . so, as it en- 
tailed upon you all the miseries of a mutual 
passion - without half its enjoyments ! - — 
jAlas, Matilda, had you really been adored 
— ^yet what, could that .have done- more 
than ^verely to aggravate all you was born 
to suffer ?— and as the apparent passion of 
JiOrd Leicester bad to you the charms of 
reality, 1 am to blame jperhaps thus to re- 
present it : but the season of dissimulation 
is past, and my tortured heart. will utter 
nothing but truth. So fixed was this opi- 
nion of his character, that though there 
was. a. moment of iny life* when my fate 
seemed wholly in Lord I^^icester's hands^ 
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I could not then enough esteem him to 
venture his deoision. Yet still a tender 
pity for your unmerited and everlasting 
passioti should have suppressed this (i» 
your mind) harsh judgment, but that, I 
onoe more repeat, my own .actions must 
ever then have appeared eccentric and 
enigmatical, 

V How deeply both father Anthony and 
I regretted the imprudence which intro- 
duced into • our solitary asylum so danger* 
ous a visitor it were needless now to repeat. 
Prudence was for once on the side of pas* 
lioDj and your fate was by the will of your 
only remaining guardian for ever united 
with that of your lover. I soon found it 
vaip to oppose the ascendancy he had 
gained in your affections'; and aa my own 
were yet unoccupied, I looked no farther 
than the present moment, and followed 
you to Kenilworth Castle without repiningv 
Nevertheless I admired the ■ delusions of 
love, which in a moment reconciled you to 
a situation apparently so obscure and ab« 
ject ; and still nH>re that total blindness to 
your own exquisite perfection, which.could 
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Biak^ you &Lfkcj ttvai low state would erer 
appear to obsepving spectAtore yotir i»aiorai 
one. What then Hnist be «iy astonish* 
nent to see Lord Leice«ter^ love impose 
such b-ttmiliations on an ol:9<ct tiatture and 
fortune had plaeed so (eat abore bim^ and 
Bieanly coateat hunaelf with mQft€|iDUaed 
indulgences. 

Hardly were^we alcme wheo the pre- 
tumption of that wr«tdb^ Williaoui, fifed 
both of lia with a lerror whioh reared mm 
lauoediate remedy. £very ihcnlty of arf 
ioul revested i^;ainsi (he abject coaspliaiiiM 
yoQf eao^reaiies exacted Igrom me ; but ^t^m 
thofe oaiyterved to s^engthen the coa« 
leoifi which begun to pdedominate ia it% 
iMi Leloestei'a retmni ga^ve ws a tenipo*^ 
vary rdief^ \m% Ms mtthoA t>f getting tid 
p{ liie viUate appealed to me tditoe tinnfe 
$sA w^etm % and the only profier «aode of 
ending our (ettn neter Mce seemed to oc« 
cur to hiBi>-^I mtm aleknowledgisig hia 
wvtrriage^ ^^Yhich ^rfaaps .might at that 
period have been donei aritbont any great 
danger of af&nding Bliaaheth, whose wi*« 
^lerin^ heart iras heasaang eir^ry da^y lasf 
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sensible c£ affection, and wliose vaaity was 
^o highly gmiila^d aod possessed by th« 
addre«fte.s of the Duke of Aajou. But it 
vfOJi tha intcrcsi of my Lord to break the 
jaatch with the French PriiMe, and to that 
golden idol bis every passion bowed. We 
were again left to work tapestry; and 
when he had succeeded in his favourite 
prqjectj he suffered- the Queen in turn to 
bew^til alone the loss of her last Ipver^ and 
came once more to amuse himself at Ke» 
lulwogrth* 

But he was not always to succeed ; the 
ji^alou«7 ^^ Elizabeth badnow juat provo- 
eetioa ; and in her sudden furrital M Ke» 
^iiwortb Castle she ^ last over-reached 
her politic favourite^ la vaia Ijord Jjeiees-* 
^r wpuld have concealed ei^-4tt -^mm be 
would have represented us as tbe vs^ssab d( 
\i$ amusement ; the scrutinizing eye of 
the Qiieen^ the universal voice of her more 
]Ai^rtial.ti:wa^ pj^eunoed this imposeible* 
B^duced to frstme e^«iew stery, tortured 
with the conviction tbat it htid not gtsiiied 
^edit, he was obliged to aggravate everjr 
#9fi^eeab}e of our preti^^ litas^ion bp 
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delivering us unwilliDglyinto the hands of 
Elizabeth. Alas, my sister, I saw, I un- 
derstood all this cost you on my account; 
while not one sigh on your own escaped 
you. I therefore stifled the painful and 
proud sensations that swelled at my heart, 
and ventured into the world under the 
doubtful and mysterious patronage of the 
Queen ; who, better acquainted with the 
finesses of her favQurite than those now 
nearly allied to him, never for dne moment* 
was the dupe^of bis fiction, though unable 
to disprove it. , 

• Ah^ bow visionary setms on recollectioa. 
our new situation ! Seen without beings 
known ; adored without being esteemed ; 
punished without being guilty ; applauded 
without being meritorious^ we were all aa 
illusion. Yet while surrounded with spies, 
and acting for ever under an eye disposed 
to condemn ere it could half discover, how 
difficult waa it for us to avoid suspicion 
and censure ! One. sole advaiilage had 
eitbier gained by converging into the sphere, 
of a court— a faithful friend : though even 
that blessing was curtailed by the eternal 
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^licy of my Lord^ who would not permit 
lis to confide to his own amiable nieces^ the 
Ladies Arundell and Pembroke, any part 
of a secret which might aiTect, howeve^r 
remotely, his own safety. Bounded as oyr 
conversations must of consequence be, the 
charm of attachment nevertheless seized 
upon our souls. Mine allied itself to Lady 
Pembroke, while yours equally incliaed to 
her no less amiable sister, and each took 
pleasure in passing that portion of her time 
with the distinct favourite we did not 
spend together. Ah ! here, Matilda, I ap- 
proach the appointed moment when the 
paths of life, in which we have hitherto 
trod hand in hand, begin to separate, and 
every succeeding step bears us farther from 
e^ach other, till darkness and distance rob 
the straining eye of its first dear object.^ — 
In vain each now turns back and seeks the 
accustomed, way ; a thousand various ones 
perplex the wearied mind, and whil^ the 
impetuous passions drag U3 onward, we 
give to the sweet memory of early youtt^ 
» thousai^d fond and hopeless sighs^ jbhen 
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follow with trembling feet thpse ungo^hi'^ 
able lecidiers. 

Lord Pembroke's partiality had long d\s^ 
tinguisfaed a noble youth the policy of Lord 
Leicester still kept abroad. I had seen 
many of his letters^ thr^n^ the mediam 
of Lady Pembroke^ and my heart had learnt 
to flutter at the ncune of Essex ere yet I 
beheld him, Alas, even while I repeat it 
T own the same sensation ! — Oh, love ! ex« 
quisite delusion 1 captivating error! from 
the moment the lips find pleasure in that 
word till they lose the power of pronounc- 
ing it, the charm* the jnconceivabW 
charm remains. Whether cherished by the 
sun-beams of hope or chilled by the dews 
of disappointment — wlietiier the chosen 
object is faithful or unfaithful — ^glowing 
with animation before our eyes or seared up 
in the dark and silent grave— the passion, 
the powerful passion asserts its eternal in- 
fluence, and decides the /character where 
it once has reignafed. Whi!^ I dwell on 
the moment which called to being this finer 
and more poignant sense, sensibility, me- 
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fiiory retraces its deer emotions with a so£t-» 
aesft t»me itself can never ejstinguidfa. 

Tisctured with the partiality of Lord 
fisaex's friends^ already acquainted with 
Im ^entimeiits on heroism^ glof7> ^d e^f^ry 
attachttient except that of the hearty I 
fondly flattered myself the day would cotntt 
«i[beii he would receive from me that last 
and liveliest impression which fbims and 
finishes the human soul. I interwove 
myself insensibly in all his concerns; I 
deeply lausented the tie of relationship 
which sul^ected his actions to the will of 
Lord Leicf^ster ; and employed some of &e 
little time I spent with my Lord in endea^ 
vouring to biae his mind itl mvm?r of the 
absent hero. Cold and silent on the merits 
•of Essex^ Lord Leicester often bantered 
me on being so aensible of them^ and sel- 
dom failed to r^emitid me of the family com- 
pact which had boynd Lord Bssex to wed 
Sir Francis Walsingham's only daughter ; 
to fulfil wbioh be purposed -soon to recal 
him ; and advised' me rather to turn my 
j^fm on Sir Walter Raleigfa, whose talent* 
he pyoHOiiRced infinitely supericH-^aml whose 
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homage was wholly paid to me. As this 
was a lover he knew I detested^ the con- 
versation generally ended when he was 
named; but a succession of such discourses 
confirmed me in the opinion of Lord Lei- 
cester's selfishness, and prepared me^ per- 
haps^ to decide in opposition to it. 
: Essex was at length summoned to £ng« 
land. He arrived. An idle unaccountable 
apprehension at once overcame my reason. 
I was persuaded I could not see him with 
indifference. I feared the keen eye of 
Elizabeth^ and the colder and more watch- 
ful one of Lord Lei<;^ster. I quitted the 
Court the day Essex was to.be presented^ 
and passed it with Lady Pembroke. By a 
singular chance Miss Walsingham had 
chosen to do the same. Tbe party enlarged 
insensibly as the circle decreased. Essex 
was the theme of every tongue; and while 
Miss Walsingham's triuniphant eyes ac- 
knowledged the implied compliments, my 
yidding heart received them. '^ He is 
here T* cried Lady Pembroke, in the after- 
noon, looking . out of the window, and 
kissing her bwd^ I felt ready once vxQXt 



^ fxm Wt^y, but ibtal: daoprum fe^trmn^ 
ime. Lady Pemhsoke todulged one of. die 
gay trJaims wJaich so frfien «v»re a source of 
. pleawii^ at .oo^e to tb^aelf and her friends^ 
*e2td ittststodtbai Jbe.sb^aldronly be told bis 
bride was a^nujog the -ttnmarrled ladies, 
-fmm twhom Ms heai^ must.^ect her. This 
i¥:as fm iU-jtt!oigad ptcoject. Miss W^iug* 
hftsa ibad beeu ofiDtrapisted lo liord Essex in 
ohtkttioody ratiiiei' ioratittfy a i^conciliatioti 
iJbe&woeui dae families >tbaa any i^ection. 
Tlie uigid 'priDciples of Lady 'Halsinghasii 
-Isad bithecto kept itier daughter in datalso- 
eluaion^ and ibe^death of her iuother had 
now . gkven ^e young Jady unbounded li- 
berty. Her .f>assien«^ cuatamliy violent^ 
bad alixsays sputned reslraint ; but coin-* 
peiled for a time to submit to }i, they 
{laffrkedibea* .obaracter even in eady youth 
iwilh baughtiaass. The beauty she .emi- 
oteuily* possessed soon dvew around her a 
«3irc»ivd ?of l^vefs^ whixih .eWatiag her va- 
*«ity, added cocfuetry to^pride, and anit^ 
in her rpei^son thie stifaDgeccxtFemes of sour 
*«eserve and *anboua«ded levity. Sir Philip 
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Sydney wasibe only man supposed to have 
any interest in her heart; but as he had 
from the first devoted himself to another, 
she affected to despise him, and wait the 
aetiirn of her allotted husband, with a reso- 
.lution to fulfil the contract. 

Miss Walsiiigham seconded the propo- 
sal of Lady Pembroke, which rather per- 
plexed the rest of the company; and after 
much pleasantry on the subject of sympa- 
thy. Lady Pembroke sent for her Lord 
.and the stranger. — ^Ah, Heavens ! that in- 
vincible stranger — born to decide my de- 
stiny. His youth had accustomed me to 
expect to find slomethiiig unformed and 
unfinished in his person and manners — 
how ±hen was I surprized to see the height 
and majesty of Lord Leicester united with 
a countenance no less perfect^ while every 
grace of figure, feature, and complexion 
were lighted up by brilliant youth f ^ air 
at once elegant and ingenuous, and an ex- 
pression of sensibility which heightened' 
every charm. I have not half described 

ihe dear^ the deep impression — I would in 

3 

3 



THE Ri;CESS, &€• 171 

,¥aiti describe it: — he looked^ and I then 
first seemed to isee-— he «poke, and I theu 
first seemed to hear. Fearful lest any 
marked disorder should betray me I rivet- 
ted my eyes upon the ground ; but they 
had already borne the image into my heart: 
. I still saw it withiDj and iny charmed sense 
. retained the sound of that voice, regardless 
of all others. Smiling expressively at Lady 
Pembroke's authoritative order he kissed 
the hand she had given him, and dropping 
it, knelt gracefully to me. — Gracious Hea- 
ven ! how excessive was my confusion at 
this unlucky mistake, yet how exquisite my 
silent pleasure ! The over-powering mirth 
of the whole party displeased him. Kindly 
deigning to impute my distress solely to 
that cause, he soUcited my pardon for hay- 
ing united me in the viery excellent jest the 
ladies were obliging enough to make at 
his expence : adding in a lower voice, that 
wherever parental authority had destined 
him to bow, he should always remember 
with pride and pleasure the distinguished 
choice his heart had ventured to make : — 
• ,1 2 
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Xhen lidvancingto Miss Walsmghsfm, whole 
teadiheSs saved 'Wm a tsecond twrstake. He 
made her some cdd cbnipliment, ^^-^hicfe 
fiiwaketied every fiefy particle 'of her tialorft, 
and passed on to pay the same tespect to 
ihe rest of the ladres^' while his eyes ever 
and ation returned to in^ "with that passibn- 
iite ingenuonsness ^hiich throbgh Bfe "has 
been his characteristic. 

I left him behind and r>etiirned tb*<]!orirt, 
glowing With the same ardent "passion I 
had once dared to teondemn in you, and 
Hatterrttg myself that 4ie was studying 'hmv 
to/break an engagement not ratified *by 
his heart. How sweet \vere the hours rich 
with that hope ! He^dy eviary mdmenft to 
acknowledge ttie truth, and to indulge nfy 
passion by reposing it in your "faithful 'bo- 
som,. I foitnd you overwhelmed with tears, 
app1re*hCndon, and anguish; for it was at 
this Very period the cruel xrnd extravagant 
jealousy of Lord Leicester beeatne appa- 
iretat. Wanting courage to meHtlon an in-^ 
cident remote frofn the catise of your uot- 
row^ I 1)lir'ied the dear •itoprersion inxsty 



he&^i a»d dievdted myself lo sootUnaf a 
miiid^ so deeply wooiided. l^js a, stoirig^. 
franskion in my own seQtiiU[^njta> I hud 
l«€tt*nt ftiirly. to judge of yxmx'a j 9Skd the 
incrcas^H^g s^iuilarity inten^coVe . our soqls 
every d^y move sn^dmore Wrongly, though 
iK)t one wor^ escaped me*. Preanats of 
pi'ide anjd grandeur> whiclih^ sometimes 
embittered a spirit I wil venture to cjqU 
itoble^ vanished al once before a sirongec 
passion^ whieb slrangely Ailed up that void 
m my mind nothing y^t had. ever beeu able 
tc^ iSD. I no linger complained of tliQ 
^iieeB^~-^I .iK> te>»ger thought the. Courl; a 
ly/is^ii:^--^ conforming from that moitiei^ 
^elly Ip- m-y ftite> .1 €e»te«d oYery wiah m 
obes<de object. 

i even employed m^aelf diligently in 
developing Lord Leic^eater'f^ senlimentaj- 
and conciliating a dtfiereoce. both of yoi;i 
snared alike by^ tboog^ neitber would 
allow it. Lord Etsex^ during these eon- 
-^rsaiio^s was ever near u&-^with wutchfnl 
eye endeavouring to dive into the nature 
our connexion^; and the. mystery of ou^ 
3 
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birth, so industriously buried by Leicester 
and Elizabeth. The disgust your Lord, 
already shewed towards Essex became od. 
, these occasions more apparent, ^nd as its 
cause, I sought by every little distinctioa 
to reward that dear lo ver!s patience ; a dis- , 
like so unjust heightened, however, that I , 
already ielt towards Lord Leicester, though 
at the same moment it supplied a still more 
nrgent reason for concesding it ihs^ thos^ 
which had hitherto infiuenced me. , 

The suiFerings of your .mind sunk into, 
xnine ; and profiting by the^sad e^tample of 
a passion imprudently indulged, I qalled 
myself to account for cherishing so dan- 
gerous a weakness, and rejsolved by a coii- . 
rageous effort to govern if I could not 
extinguish it. But^ ah, how vain is. that 
attempt when once we are .truly touched t 
Love, my sister, like the enwrithed ser-, 
pent, only compresses the heart more-, 
closely for every eiSbrt we makct to shake it. 
off. In vain I turned my contemplations 
towards the obscurity wliich had hitherto, 
attended our lives, the dark and mysterious 
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clond which yet hung over them ; love 

drew a vivid rainbow across it, and every 

tear due to misfortune fell tinctured with ' 

Essex* Ah, wherefore should calamity 

heighten that passion ? Without being ^We 

to define the cau^, I acknowledge ' the 

effect. The heart for ever, active perhaps 

then ferments most powerfully ; and w^here ' 

love has once found room every agitation j 

co-operates to its increase, however distinCt^ , i 

its origin. 

Yet if the weakness of woman could be 
justified by the merit of the object the 
more I examined Essex the more reason 
1 had to be satisfied. That noble candour 
which resisted through life the courtly 
artifice he would neither profit by or 
adopt, was at this period eminently coti- . 
spicuous ; while his warm heart and po» 
lished understanding made him no less the 
friend than the patron of genius* Every 
indifferent spectator admired to see even 
his youth rich with every promise fulfilled 
in the riper yeai's of Sydney, aiid thought: 
Sir Francis WaUingham the happiest of 
14 
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itnf^^ ill being obte trt rtialctf hie daiagfefw 
^ith either of theiMi di«lii»gtii&)»e4 mitKte. 
' Tlie getieroiw Esiiex scorocd to> decern he* 
he did not refuse to marry ; and laying htf 
deceased father's vrill lh<* deej> respect o* 
af^pearing ready t<^ eomply with- it^ waked 
the operuck^B'S of fortune ia^ hiE^ lav^ury and 
adored me. in Mlence. 

At this'jtincxnre tbc camp clamed Lord 
Leicester^ and the nobiiify aeed^pa»»ed 
him. I ^shared the mortal chagria vn\h* 
which yixfr sa^w hij»' depavt in' ^Iknct, and 
folkwedyoa so Uuly through ^1 your fe^ 
ittgs^ that I «oiight to petmude^ li^ywlf 
Essex m^ight only want 4ihe poiref to fmat 
jtif^ io the sattie tiianner«r This p>aiiifuli ideci 
operated so strongly ai» t6'm«lfe M»e alisi^^iiEie 
a-e^Mnesa at partiifg.to \thieh my lover' 
>ir^ utiaccastoviaed^ aiid whi^b^ to o^n t^ . 
t#uth^ I did AOtf 0ia^regnetl4i>g4Sie \i4)ote 
iita€ of his absenc^i 

The disipereion Attd defeat of tftie ai'madi^- 
r^fttored gaiety and eelat to the Ccftift.-^ 
The fullest feodncHiatioA to<^ place be-^ 
i^tetk you and Loid LeioeMer. My hcaric 
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opened once more to bope^ to happiness^ 
to Es%ex, who liow toqk courage to unfold 
bift sentimeats to L^Ay Pembroke. She 
instantly adc»pte4 his cause^ and promised 
to find him an opporiunitj to plead it* 
Nor was it long ere «he di^w me 16 Jier 
boBso, imd telling me^ with one of those 
happy smUes which disposed us- to grani 
whs^tever she wiished^ ^^ that fi-om the first 
moment sbe saw ine it had been one of tha 
darling ©bjects of her life, to unite mp with 
I^rdEfts^K, who alope appeared tp her likely 
to deserve the heart she had so thoroughly 
studied: sbchad therefoi'e engaged her Lord 
to join with her in conoejting that mode of 
infcroduetion which appeared lo me so wild 
ti whim. It had fully answered hey bopea 
)n fascinafting one of the paFtie9> and> shf 
added> she half beliieved Lt was npt; Igst 
Bptm the otb^^r/' Fixing her eye^ fpT «V 
moment on my glowing cH^kSj she gaily 
atarled up to throw open her closet dogr^ 
« in short, my d^ir/' cried fiie^ -^ hei:^ is 
Lord £ssex himself; allow htm to plead 
1|U own caigse^ a^d whaa I tbiol^ \ ^^a 
I 5 
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speak more to the purpose, depend on mj 
interrupting him :" plucking her robe from . 
my trembling fingers, she ran out of the 
room. Distressed, irresolute, and overcome 
with the arrival of a moment so long wished . 
for, I made an effort to follow her, but 
using the same means to detain me, I had 
misuccessfully tried with my friend. Lord 
Essex grasped my robe more firmly, I 
turned, and not daring to fix my eyes on 
the graceful form, the fine face on which 
they fell, I dropt then), and yielded in si- 
lence to hear him. How deep, ah Heaven, 
how exquisite, is the remembrance of that 
moment, when the name of love first 
reached my ear, from the only voice which 
could render it agreeable ? — '^ I will not 
imagine, most worshipped of wonien,*' said . 
the Earl, '^ I offer you any new homage in 
thus .bending before you. — The moment 
my eyes first L^held your's, my too-ready , 
knees offered up to you a heart, new to the 
passion thgit moment made eternal. The 
highest sense of duty, to a father, whose 
yill in all other instances, was governed by 
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wraaon, hallowed even the genero^is error 
which induced .him to contract me to Miss- 
Walsi nghain. Destkied to resign in the flowet 
of his days every advantage which makes 
this world dear to man, he studiously sought 
to secure them all for a son, who wateredhi* 
pale cheek with the tear of guileless child'- 
hood ! and to secure me friends at Courts 
who might supply in some degree his own 
place, allied me nominally to the politic 
Walsingham; persuaded his^ interest alone 
could counter-balance that of our inveter- 
ate enemies,, the Cecil family. The event 
justified this opinion, A combination di- 
circumstan^es would have buried me .in' 
obscurity, had" I not had the support and 
attachment of Sir Francis. , Thus circum 
stanced, it would ill become me to reject 
the daughter of the man to whom I owe 
jny safety and distinction ; but early learn-' 
ing her character, and fearing to trust my 
happiness in the hands of a girl whose, vio- 
lent temper destroyed her own, I readily 
yielded to the pleasure of Lord LeicesteK 
in. (em&ining abroad : not without a hape 
16 
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(which tim6 coiifirm^ that *« wotfld tm 
th^ interifn give her heaH to 6o»e tnore as-* 
sidtidtfs IdV^r. I had reason td believe il?if 
trish was a<?complished ere I trentui^d <(> 
xeUim hofne. Her pttrtidity for Sir Philip 
Sydriey is indded toe^ appatetil for me to 
thifiik off unitlftg With her, were the friends 
ef both WilHftg tb eofnplete the inMch ; but ^ 
lis I cjattnot help flattering myself th&t the 
detetfliinatioh of Sir Philip will regnlfetc that 
#f the WaMftghhift family, fain would ' 1 
learh frodi your indulgence (if indeed yoti 
deign to interest yourself in the fate of tt 
ihart, born but to adore you) whether Syd-« 
ney has ^ny thing to hope from your sister. 
Aeeept in this explanaiitwi, my e3tcu^ fo? 
pjh&sumin^ to hover trear, your secret ; and 
do not imagine by unitthg myiself in it, I 
sfeek to intrude oh engagementis I shall 
t^hdily yield to, whether I am permitted td 
iinderstand them m not/' 

Charmed alike with the accetttti of thai 
harmonidus voice, and the passion it gene< 
ifo'insly avowed*— prepared fey the openness of 
his recital t^ indtiige it^y natural eiand^ur^ 



I delirclred myself wholly up to the impuUe; 
'Of my beaft; and the implied acknpwl^dg'^ 
ineot of my aflectioQ, made when I conde* 
scended to explain your sentimients- respect- 
ing Sir Philip, lighted up his fine eyes witU 
new softness add gratitude, InsepsiUy led 
on to speak of Lord Leicester I recollected 
at once the error I was committing ; and not 
daring to violate the silence I had promised, 
I broke off abruptly, covered with blushes 
^nd confusion— ——a long pause ensued— •! 
raised my eyes, anxious and' irresolute, to 
his — chagrin had dimmed all their lustre — he 
saw the conflict in my mind, and recollect<* 
i&g the superiority of his own character^ he 
conjured me '^ to consider well all I would 
say, and to believe that confidence would 
be only a weight upon his heari> which 
mine should ever reproach me with bestow-r 
ing/' His wounded feelings gave a per* 
suasive tremulation to has voice ; that, and 
tfaedelicacy of mind which made him above 
profiting by the error of mine — the right a 
lover instantly acquires over the conduct of 
a woman who has once ventured to ao» 
knowledge her |»aftiaiity-^as^ the exaui* 
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site fear such ever feel at appearing for one 
moment to distrust the object of their 
choice, all united to authorize, in my owa 
judgment, that full confession the occasioa> 
won from me. The astonishing story of 
our birth, the secret of the Recess, its dis- 
covery by Lord Leicester, your subsequent 
marriage with him, the feint by which the 
Queen was inflaenced alike to remain silent 
on every point respecting us, all was fully 
revealed — the veil of fiction fell at once,, 
and presented me to him the being I was. 
born. This interesting confidence cemented 
our mutual passion, and gave such charms 
to the moment as memory ever returns to- 
with pleasure. I imposed on him a vow 
of siferice and secrecy, till* your decisive 
refusstl of Sir Philip should fix his marriage 
with Miss Walsingham ; and more for- 
tunate circumstances facilitate our ow^n : 
nor could the interval, I said, appear tedious 
to either, while we' were daijy permitted to 
meet, though in public, and read in each 
other's eyes a passion untinctured with 
doubt^. and which every following day pro«' 
mised to sanctify, Essex found too manjr 
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sources of wonder and pleasure in the mu- 
tual confidence, to oppose her he from that 

I moment looked up to, and ,we parted 30 

satisfied with the interview that either 

' would have bought it with life. 

Nevertheless, I was far from considering 
Miss Walsingham as the sole obstacle to 
our union. The politic Lord Leicester, 
strongly, though silently opposed it; nor 
indeed without reason. Conscious he had 
reigned so many years without a competitor 

I in the heart of Elizabeth, he might justly 

dread the progress of a rival, in whom aH 
his advantages were united, with many he 
never possessed. Not satisfied with the 
reputation of beauty and elegance, Leicester 
ever passionately desired that of conduct 
and valour, and had given the kingdom but 

j tpo convincing proofs how unequal he was 

' to the military rank he held. Essex was 

born a soldier. The rough and generous 
virtues of that character were joined in 

I him with the polished graces of a courtier, 

and the most refined taste for literature. A 
man calculated to shine in whatever light 
you examined bim^ could not fail to alarm 
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dl who valiMd aod held the fa^ur of Ellaa* 
beUi. Add to tbis^ that Bssex was hatu- 
tally bqld aad aapiriog ; coDseqnently, 
would ntain whatever be oaee possessed. 
Sach were already the fears of alt the fa- 
Touritea of the Queen> and who oould bound 
ttine^when I recdllected the dubious fate 
Af bis noble father^ and the last warning he 
had giv^i to this darling son I , 

The sudden and unexpected marriage of 
Sir Philip Sydney and Miss Wafeingham, 
Tttvived those hopes in the mind of Essex^, I 
liad MO long strove to throw at a distance y 
«nd with them too revived the vain project 
^. confiding his views to Lord Leicester, 
witli whose approbation of them he sjtill 
continued to flatter himi^elf. Terttfied lest 
auch an unguarded measure should exaspe^ 
rate Leicester to his lUtcr.ruin^ who would 
ail brook that this embryo rival should crosa 
jiis fate in eoenf/ instance^ and dare to cbn- 
ter«d witb him for a share of those advaa*^ 
iageo lie was 4letermined to monopolize^ 1 
exerted the utmost care to charm my lover 
to silence. ' Alas^ every day made that more 
difficult. The Queen and Leicester^ fearr 
fol of my finding among the many who 



ppofesi5€d ttvemselv^^ my servants, one 
Avhose ^\ews vrottld mteyfere with their own^ 
immediately atlolted me that* treak wretoh 
Lord ArUngton^ f(n a husband; and> in 
dountentmoing his* add'resses, threw every 
xrtHerlo^er at a didlanee : at the same timei 
giving nae but loo much reason to apprehend, 
that if ever I v^as permitted touiarry, it mu«t' 
be a» n sacri^e to both. Not daring t6 con- 
9viM' y^m on a subject I had so long con-^ 
<»tiieiy iirMt ou which we must ever think 
ik dtfk^etttly, as wcUas iifiwi)Kfiig»to'biig!rlf 
iiie iittie g<€^m» of icm^^ Unre iHutmneif 
yom days with, I ]««tgtied myself uf^ to » 
gloom whieh basadly the pretBence of EMem^ 
<$ouId disdtpate. 

'^ A veiy short time i^etidered the intention*- 
<vf tfee Queen arid Lc^rd Leicester obvioav 
4o Essex* Hi»inif»assio])ed sottt^ fired alike* 
with love of me, and' disdain* of him 1 wa»^ 
commanded to love, treated Lord Arlington^ 
with SO' Baarked- a contempt, thnt •othing*- 
but the irresolution incident Id weak DMnds, 
<*ould prevent his rival from moking a mor- 
ml quarrd of it. Possessed in myconfi* 
de^ce of the mean^ to render Lord Leieeslet 
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more tractable, the Eairl of Essex solicltet! 
my consent to insist on that of your Lord^. 
as well as his interest with the Queen, if he 
valued the preservation of his own secret. 

The tender love which attached m^ ta. 
you alone could induce me to oppose a de-t 
sign of which my happiness was the ulti- 
mate object. But convinced that au eclair- 
cissement of this kind would embroil me for 
ever with Lord Leicester, and fill your suf- 
fering mind with a trouble beyond all those 
you had already experienced, I consented- 
to see Essex once more at Lady Pembroke's ; 
and exerting at that interview every power 
I possessed over bis perturbed heart, to mo- 
derate his rage, and sooth his love, till the- 
ensuing campaign in the Netherlands should 
be over, I promised a steady resistance to^ 
every matrimonial proposal in the interval/ 
aod to decide his fate on his return. 
JS^nowing it vain to hope to actuate him by 
any selH^jh consideration of his own welfare, 
I buried in my heart its deepest sources of 
apprehension, and bound him to patience by 
a strqng representation of the danger to 
which any rashness on his part would infal- 
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liWy expose me. Thoi^' inflamed passions 
ua other being could ever controul were 
regulated by. my voice ; and when necessity 
compelled us to part I seemed to leave in 
his arms the dearer portion of my existence. 
. Occupied by feelings and views distinct 
from each other^ and agreeing only in 
watching the wind, and sending every wish 
tovvards the camp, you and I seldom enter- 
-ed into our accustomed confidence and» 
friendship. I had, however, sometimes the 
relief of a letter, through the medium of 
Lady Pembroke; by those I learnt your Lord, 
still maintained an outward shew of civility 
towards Essex, while he secretly made him 
sensible of all his power ; yet with an art 
so profound, as left him no apparent right 
to complain. He often reminded me of 
my promise, and vowed to preserve an uur 
doubted claim to it, by still enduring for 
my sake. Overwhelmed with anxiety and 
perplexities, I hii^rdly durst look towards 
the unravelling of events so complicated,. 
and waited in. dreadful suspense the will of 
Heaven. It broke in thunder over me — ; 
tiie cruel situation in which you soon found 
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yt>mseif, Lord Leieestei^s abrupt and^ isi^. 
prudient return dn the news o#il>— tkepoK— 
tie construction he gave thai reittm to tbe* 
sick and doting Q8eeii"-*-h€r sudden- resplii*- 
tion to marry hfnpi> an^ the immcdia^ 
necessity for getting oat of- htor power^ 
which rendered both him mki yG» in on^^ 
hour miserable fugitives^ wete incnkttis so- 
strange, rapid, and unsosp^eted, that I be- 
came their victim, ere I cou.lfd any wsgr 
«ceonnt for it, 

Tlie i\ttiA xnormBg of Lord^ !Lewe$ter':»^ 
itetnm, you left him to attend the rism^ o# 
the Queen, which- was^ on that day your- 
pAiodiea) duty. I waked with ioopattenc^ 
the event of ray Loi'd'^ visit to £lixaA«^ 
itr which ray own safety,- as weU as yQUf'tt^ 
WHS immediately concerned. A servant ofi 
haiy Pembroke's, ia wh^ot she r^pgsed 
great trust, suddenly brcaight ine word tifuA- 
a fright had thrown her into premature 
labour, and the danger was so knminenit^ 
that even wlnle we spoke she might breathe^ 
her last: nevertheless the messenger, m^ 
her name, urged me to hasten to her, if I 
valued the letters I bad lodged in hei hands*. 



2 gave way to 4be alarm «wkkoutTeflectioa; 
^eod acc«)iBtiaRted the -messenger instaatlyv; 
^fur-cUd I meet in pstMifig tlir^ti^hithe.pia- 
lai^e anyk)f our w<»Qaenor fi^iends^ te wbosn 
'1 couM itieMion tke mitse of my suddea 
^bsenoe. Hs^ity 'tke^smger of my tnuch« 
4 wed ftiend wfts over «re I arrived. I peat 
^iKst temd ia ^sllenc^^ and took frotir it the 
'^iidfe«t relative to Essac^^sbe had kopt^ready 
^*o give mt ; which I put into my bosow^ 
^d was kssientng baek^ w^heo a ^ranger« 
^s I pained thro':the otrter court/presentod 
me a note. The handy tmy flotteiied fiendes 
^*fwned^for rtiitiof Essex. £nt why should 
he i^lttrn »to £ng}and ? A- confuiied fear 
4Hfose in my inind,, vybich hawdlyleft me 
^oia*^r to vead it. It vmas ationymops^ but 
i'leai^nt'ft^m'it^ ^^that ^be had been at the 
hoWe of liady Pembi'ofeey tphere^ shocked 
iat the. distress. jiiito which her- misforta»2 
had ji*t iibrown her Lord, as welt as the 
whole JfamHyr he foiwd it in vain to liope 
their »BsistaDoe towapds obtaining » an inter- 
•\'iew -with me, vrbicb, n^^e^theless, w»s 
J«gb)y essential to the peace ^nd safety of 
•*«th. He ^ended with eoiguriog me ^to SoU 
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low the bearer^ if I wished' to save bim 
from desperation/*— Perhaps on the deci- 
sion of this important moment depended 
the peace of my whole future life. Too 
surely my compliance in finitely Jengtbened 
the fatal absence from Court which en- 
thralled me for many painful years; and 
dearly did I expiate that first deviation from 
propriety and prudence. But are we al- 
ways rulers over our feelings ? mine were 
• agitated with almost every possible cause^ 
and coward reason too often retreats from 
the dangerous contest. 

I stept into a hired boat the messenger 
shewed me, which was rowed down the 
river with the utmost rapidity. During the 
little voyage I revolved in my mind every 
probable reason for this sudden and alarm- 
ing return of the Earl ; but I was at Green- 
wich, ere I yet had fixed on one. Handed 
at a solitary garden belonging to Lord 
Southampton, atid was conducted to a pa- 
vilion which overhung the water, where I 
found Essex alone: pale, disordered, and 
undrest, with every symptom of anxiety 
and fatigue. Overwhelmed whh I know 
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■not what agitation, I sunk upon his shoul- 
-der, as he knelt before me, and gave way to 
an uncertain presentiment of sadness, a fetr 
•hours after so fully verified. Not even the 
charm of his voit^e could immediately sooth 
«pirits jso many concurring circumstances 
had deeply agitated : nevertheless, on com- 
prehending that surmise, and not misfor- 
tune, had brought him thus suddenly to 
England, I felt my oppressed heart breath 
a little more freely. I by-and-by under- 
stood that the sole motive of this journey 
was the sudden one of Lord Leicester; that 
by means of fi*iends who surrounded your 
Lord, he had always endeavoured to keep 
a watchful'eye on his actions; and under- 
stood that a packet of letters, brought by a 
trusty hand from England, had agitated 
Lim so strongly, as to make him resolve oa 
leaving his command to post home im- 
mediately* The communication of this 
mysterious resolution determined him to 
follow the ateps of his General, which he 
. was enabled to do, as he fortunately acted 
only as a volunteer. The impatience Loixl 
Leicester discovered during his hasty jour- 
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ney, aathiNrisecl tbe feaf s of tkye rival wtia 

foUo^ed his steps; and persuaded bim 

• neUher 4Jbat ihe sacret ctf any hitih 4iad tran- 

'^pined^or liiat'SO»e macM^uvre was (>fo^ 

Jected to disp^^e of me «s f^cdicy '^ioUMied 

Henderedidcfipeciie 'by Iheae firar^^ he had 

Jeft «<very ifaiog in train for an jmrneAtasie 

Teturn^ df ibtoHmaboly I was still at liberty ; 

or if be t)au1d be ibe bappy means of^ell- 

•^ering laej^ in oftse the whole tvntb had 

been <dfesco>vei!ed^ Uot could he longer doubt 

' bat i wonU at la&t consent to foMaw tbe 

icwtunes'of a man, 'who had newr for a 

Tmamtm put nil the hcqpes ihe m%ht peshaps 

justly fbffloi, in -BOBipetitiwn with the sinigle 

■one of ipossessing^ nie. rffihe generons error 

Aof the Earl's ccsdduct*cb%&i':t)et offendme^ 

; 4)i]t persaeded.my omn sirtaation was jiot 4^. 

:ide9p6vate-«B ihe mprcseBtod/rt., I .aceomstlAi 

>to hifltdkfrjLoyd Leioesster's precipitate jo«ir^ 

w*y/' iby.afcknawkd^iiig ihe tnrtb ; and 

.»nrged« hha iko leave England directly ; that 

iiis having visited at^m^ht^neverltrao^ire. 

;:fiut I talked to one who no. longer attended 

l^me. His eyes wandered wildly over oay 

Uaatuves^ whil^ bis whote -soul was engrossad 
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bjr his favourite project* Possfesaed and dia* 
tracted with the idea that Lord Leicester 
would iafaliibly ruin his hopes by disposing 
of me,lf ever I was again in his poweo not alt 
my vows of everlasting love and fidelity to 
bim^ nor promises of the indst obstinate 
resistance to every other proposal, could 
avaiL '5 You are gone, you are torn from 
me for ever, if once these eyes lose sight of 
you/' was his impassioned reply, a thousand 
times repeated to all my arguments and in- 
treaties. — ** It is the crisis of our fate, my 
love,'* would he cry,—*' yield, oh yield to 
it ! Admitting you are proof against trials 
you cannot guess at till too late, bow know 
you but I may be sacrificed i Sir Francis 
Walsingham already repents consenting t4» 
annul the contract between me and hi* 
daughter; she is already widowed ; a hini 
would engage Lord Leicester to favour its 
renewal (for do not his views coincide. with 
that project; I) a word from him would de- 
termine the Queen in its favour ; and a 
command from her^ disobeyed, would exile 
: VOL, u. K 
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tfie fbr<iife. f bits, ihy «w^et Wim^, ^Mftifji-^ 

j^oiff'owh ftiteiaifie hands of a«DttD^ ^ho 
itrill tfev«r com^t to uiike it with mine^ 
but tlv^ AouM y.oa &a^ iF^krtkm to 
r^ist his will, yan d<?liver «p to|tm wretch 
J*<w say you ctenrly love, «nd who <5ertHinly 
kv^yoQto madness.'* BathiDg the bbnds 
hi^^rstsped^ with predioiis drops of tefider« 
bess fttid angoish,' he held them aJternhtelj 
to his lif* «iid hearts— What was my dis* 
traction *at that inomeivt f— ^-i— Ihfe^ombly td 
aeftt^e was th^ *bdfd <krty ifnposed By niy 
rfeason> while ^my soul even niehfed with 
foodhess/ But the feat thfit I iriicniid ^efB* 
ttdl mfefortun^ on Hhe deck choice of mj 
heart ; ob^ettre it once the briltiaiA fortune 
wbicii'seeiiied to ^^d before his j^oiithfvl 
tt^ffs^ and ir£ick tfabm ^rld^ps with blood ; 
a juH recheinb««D€e of t!be ^tuere ^sensore I 
had'p^ssed on yoiir oMdaet> ^nder eirc«mi* 
sULnces not less iryii%^ and a^onvictioii 
th^suoh a<x>it)plilu>c^ woiikl inftdlibfy on* 
lebagariyotHT ^fety^ idade ihe reilciTtt ibo^'aet 
up to my sense. of Tfectitude^ at wh»te*v^er 
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ipiicfe. 1 collected theie reascNift^ and many 
-more, which have now eeoaped my mimi. 
to prepare^ Essex for a diaiippointa^eat^ t 
was sure he would feel hot loo seaisibly, and 
Btrove to reconcile him to the refiisul, ^hy 
conviQcing him that hi« own welfare was 
the chief cdttfle of it. Perheps, in truths it 
was ; for hardfy can the flun UQge the d&w^ 
iirops with «ioi*e vaiioiia hues than thie 
«ouI will cast upon its fselings. I a tfaoui^ 
sand times a^ai^d bim, " that to be the 
fiolevobject .of hjls heart did aot ^ive me 
i^are pleasure tfaon to see him the admi* 
jr^ttQO of the kisgdom. The happy pro* 
JBiiiae.of liis yo'ii*h/' iadd«d, ** bad centered 
evef^' ^e^fi, and every im\je in hrm. Wlmt 
then would be my grtef and disappoint- 
sbent, if tiie coming yeasis^ whioh. might to 
crwn bim with glo^y, w^ere to bury hint 
in obscurity, or ^teephraa in sorrow-^that 
nature hed formed aaewith ;a. strength of 
mind to viour erarj situation in its tiuc 
' light; nor could I comprise all human pas- 
aionsinlove, thoog^'I thought it, perhaps, 
tlie leading .Ofie. Fill up the ittterT«l of 
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©lir separation, my Lord," cried I, '^with a 
loDg succession of such heroic actions, as 
may give to our uniooj whenever Heaven 
permits it, the only happiness not com- 
prised in itself— the sacred sense of having 
deserved it The milder virtues of my sex 
ahall not be wanting ; time, patience, and 
fortitude, often conquer fate herself; nor 
will I ever yield to^ Lord Leicester an obe- 
dience I do not owe him, though for my 
sister's sake I shall condescend to temporize, 
in instances of less importance. Plighted 
to you by every tie, the rites of the church 
could only ratify a claim, which will from this 
moment make my acceptance of another, 
an adultery of the worst kind. Hasten back 
then, my dear £ssex ; conceal, if possible, 
that you have been absent, and beware 
how you- expose to the eyes of Lord Leices- 
ter a suspicion of bis honour, ^he would 
never, perhaps, pardon.'^ I broke fromi his 
arms, strengthened, surely, by some super- 
natural aid. — ^*Yet stay, my beloved, my 
worshipped Ellinor — Oh yet be persuaded 
—you leave me ftwr ever— these aching eye» 
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see you for the last time — never, oh never, 
shall I now call yon mine.'* — SucK w^re the 
passionate exclamations which vibrated on 
my quickened sense as I flew towards the 
boat| and ordered the men to row to Lon- 
don. My full eyes still sought that graceful 
form, which with folded arms, and a de- 
jected air, hung over the terrace ; and my_ 
heart dissolved at the accents which still 
lingered on my ear. Alas, I knew not 
then how far they were prophetic ! 

Such was my conflict^ such my determi- 
nation, during the busy hours fraught with 
your fate, and mine, my sister. The mitidj 
however, soon recovers all itsTvigour, when 
it has dared to act up to its duties, and I 
had wiped away my tender chagrin ere I 
reached the Court. Ah, let me shorten 
this part of my recital, lest I rashly pause 
to question Heaven, why the most merito- 
rious action of my life became the cause of 
my ruin? I reached London, Matilda^ 
two hours after you ' and Lord Leicestet 
quitted it; and fearful of the appearance 
»y long absence might have even in youjr 
K 3 
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eyes* dM yao k»Q»» bax^ Hi^ timtt baA be«4b 
flpent> I resdlved' to leU \mi that I hai 
Itassed. the ^ay fH L^dj^ Peo^br^he'st bodaifik^ 
«ad to ftvoid ikk enqmty €^£ i«^ib0ei^o4i p^f* 
sang; stbole al d»ft «Uffi9 oC tbe evoiiog 
liirougii; die hajt k eftun^ : Ui»^a &tallf el«iU 
Hig the inaUhful case of: I^dy AmiodeU'^ 
who had piottled aa^duouB frieod^ m eveijF 
0thier aisemie to tiie palaoe^. ready 4q iaiiief-T 
eept Bie whea returiuBg^ aft«ir she- haA 
caused Londpa to b« explored ia wa I19 
£iid.me.. 

fmpfck>a« ivhe» €«tawg^ oitr afarton^i; i 
«aw. Uija Qtieta'4 w^^tMA and «^ae]:% ia.|^Q^ 
sesuoD (tf it ! The dbpfilar af Mf ealmieti 
;(nd €hedte*-^v«£j( tbi^t iadiaatfd^ Sw^dtMSU* 
gpiK>aa diaeovef}'— *» terrav^ for wl«cb< ifasM^ 
19 n& name> cara« ovtf oni. A )oyM ej^ 
claiatal^DSi on tb« |ka«jt 0£ ^$f io«»^iah<0M 
Ihania I bail £aUm> a«icl a ^iisfMtafo i(> tbc^ 
Qaceo^ gaya me ];aa9Q»^to» fes^ alil^ft ftr «ify 
Maiikbu Ta tkc iCii^rm It mmia, ^ na 
other aii9T^r was giweoi^ tftsa; Ihiil; tSmsfi 
w$R9 ampkirjied ti% gawdi adai m^ iafipiMi 
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Ute.; and an officer o^ \he C^een's k»meclU 
^1y appearied to conduei me- to her pre- 
^nc#. UtiabJetocoiBiiia^ askiglemomeni 
of soKtnde and silence to reaulaifee my 
ib<Higbt» or actions, tihe past^ the present^ 
and the future^ presenl^ only one wild 
efaaos to »y mind, whieh hardly the breath 
lofHjeairen -seemed able to bring into order. 
Fale, boivor-atrttok^ and speeehless, l wa« 
drugiged like a^erirainal into the closet of 
^be QuasD. ; i^ose bttrniiig cbeelcs^ and ^n- 
JSBged ofea, told m^ i» oi^ billing V>ok all 
1 bad to dread. M^ ooiiduetof«^ were or^ 
dered to seti^«, and Lord BiMrleigb> witb 
ibie 0I4 tady Latimei}^ w^m tlie owiy- spec* 
tyora af'lihqi dreadful iiiii^na«i^ S«iq^ 
•ottU my luwmblibg Kmb^ support me, .o» 
my sunk sou) H4ter a single \grord. Bealli 
•vtfdefttb iu tbe most tertiMe ferm glafed 
vlf&Ek upuB^Wfaat do i say, death i &hj 
%haA I iuftd feared 00 other evil I — Grief, 
isfliiltt, jqkio^y, all that ean add horrors to 
tlie gsave, promiaed to for^un rt. The packet 
6f lettars, the testimoaiaj^s of ray bk^lh/ 
ii(hatever' was wanting to coo4lrm the 
K 4 
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doubts of Elizabeth, ox redouble her mge, 
were all to be found about me.— -MatUdaj 
Essex— those forms so dear, glistered be- 
fore my tearful eyes; and I seemed in this 
perilous moment to drag down to the earth'' 
every human being 1 loved and valued* 

Elizabeth gave way to that coarse viru* 
lence which marks her manners* Is thert 
a vindictive or opprobrious epithet she did 
not exhaust? Lord Burleigh, apprehend- 
ing that this ungoverned passion would 
rather give than gain information, solicited 
her permission to examine me, which she 
sullenly granted. To all hi& artful and in- 
sidious enquiries I replied with truth, v^* 
ing only such particulars of your life and 
my own, as malice might construe into a 
^rime ; always referring myself to Lord 
Leicester, in whose bosom the secret of our 
fate was, as the Queen well knew, deposited. 
'' Ah, ha ! then, traitress," cried Elizabeth, 
no longer able to contain her rage, her 
very eyes flashing fire, '^ so thou wouldest 
artfully ^ feign ignorance of thy detested 
lister's marriage with that villain thoii 
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glossest over sa rarely ; that information, I 
thank him, be has thought pr.oper to giv? 
me under his own hand, (pointing to a paper 
lying on the table near her) take that truth 
from me, and now unfold the rest,, or torr 
tures shall wring it from thee." 
She continued to speak, but I had ceased 

to hear breathless, mute, astounded, 

my feet seemed to take root oa tJie spot 
where I stood, and my tears alone proved 
that . I was not marble. — Lord LeicesterX 
marriage acknowledged — authenticated at 
»uch a . juncture-^^nd by himself too — 
Heavens, what a chaos did this news make in 

my mind 1 ^/ Speak, Jezebel ! (exclaimed 

the exasperated Queen, in a tone almost 
as inarticulate through passion as mkie was^ 
through fear) thou art still, in my power- 
though the perfidious villain I had raised 
from the dust, and loaded with benefits^ 
though he, I say, aud his minion, have^ 
escaped niy vengeance, thou art yet withia 
my reach— tremble; lest thou shoiildst an* 
/ fwer, shoutdst suffer for alL" 

Alaa ! her utmost r^ge could^ hardly have 
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fidcied a pang to those wbiefa at thai mcK 
meat overwhelmed mt. Aaotbef killing 
truth had nwwarrily escaped her— -Lord. Let^ 
ce«ier him4el# then Ihoiight there was n6 
safety hot m ftght— -be wa? gone^ and my 
sister^ it was ptain^ had aeeompanied liim^ 
feeth had sFurrendeted me ap a hopeless, 
helpless Tictim^ however tmoffending— even 
^mrs, as well hs langni^ge, now failed me, 
find my brara %bot tfiroagb w-Mi fire. Ob, 
tssex^ in tbi« moment ! yet remembered 
thee. J1t\y Jast words yet Hiog in my earsj 
and my soul'9triiggIed mA the deep^ regie! 
I felt for having scorned thy project, tbrotigb 
a x^m, vain generosity- £Iizabetb finding 
threats and interroga lions alike lost on a 
girl whose absent senses se em ed to ha?€ 
wholly retired into her heart, note gare 
way to one of her violent traiuvportis ; she 
ibrew a large book o/ devotion which lay , 
by her on the table, widi to good an aim} 
that it struck me on the temple, and I nmH 
ten«eiess to the earth . The attendants -were 
all called in, and my lace» cat, as if I had 
' feinted, the Queen ncrt clmsf ng to arow a 
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resentment so grossly expressed. A rib- 
bou, from whence hung the dearer part of 
my existence, those, testimonials of my 
birth, which were one day to* fix ifty rank 
in life, attracted, the eye of Elizabeth'. 
the ready attendants^ disengaged a»d {we- 
sented thera to her hand, together with the 
packet containing Hty eoiYespcrndenqe with 
'Essex. I' was insenaMy reviving wheti she 
l^ertrsed the fifst, b»t surely that iancfsmat 
half «ven^d me.— Never did mnd ot b^d^ 
tinderga a greiiter revolution — rageevap^r- 
rated at once — surjmze, grief, confusion, 
mfence succeeded ; wkh a face pale asm Jr 
own, trembling hands, and foiling eyest, 
over and over again did she examine tfe^ 
iflcontestable proofs of so surprising aii 
event : then wHdIy glancing over my fes^ 
*«-fes, she tore the papers int^ at(»»s, she 
•never rtionght small enough. 

&aring this inter^^al ! had so fer recover- 
ed myself as. to. be capable of speating; 
but scarce had I uttered a soond,^ ere she 
ttarted fn her turn, afraid to hear, ^^tfike 
her -away, on your Kves,'' cried %he, in 4 
\ k6 
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broken and inward voice ; ^' convey her.inio 
iBy little closet, noir let one soul see or speak 
to her, as you value my favpur. The set* 
vile slaves of her will executed this order 
with the utmost alacrity; and the room 
was guarded by two officers, who took from 
me every means of escape or death. . Alas ! 
I thought not of either. Yielding to the 
desolating flood which had in one hoiir en- 
compassed me, I braved the future.— Be- 
trayed, delivered np by Lord Leicester^*- 
neglected, forgotten by my sister— the pair 
for whom alone I seemed hitherto to have 
lived ^ had fate another blow in store i Yet 
even if so, it must sport with human misery 
to level it at me, when those already given 
were mortal. A stern and sullen despair 
succeeded the keen vicissitude of emotions 
which had marked the last hour of my life; 
I considered myself as the devoted of 
Heaven and man, and resolved to oppose a 
heart rendered callous by injury to every 
future stroke of fortune. 

Elizabeth forgot not her usual policy 
even whlke overwhelmed with surprize ; Uie 
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.room in which she had ordered me to be 
confined had another door which led to 
private passages through the palace^ and 
from this . entrance a guard approached 
at midnight^ and informed me it was the 
fJeasare of the Queen that I should fol« 
low them. I, obeyed in silence ; and get- 
ting into a litter I found at the garden 
gate^ enquired not even my destination. 
I. travelled almost without resting for two 
days and a night : care having been taken 
to provide relays, which were every where 
ready. During the first day^s journey, a 
guard attended : but all prospect of mj 
being released by human assistance then 
ceasing I found myself delivered into the 
^ charge of Lord Burleigh and his sefvanta. 
My deep perturbations began now to sub- 
side, and my soul inclined to its wonted 
habits : though to have been betrayed by 
Lord Leicester and my sister, was a re- 
collection my wounded feelings had not 
yet courage enough to cope with» Alas ! 
how should they! When the passions are 
permitted to decide our conduct, however 
heroic it proves^ we claim not those returns 
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readon tells us are due to every raslanc^e of 
virtire which haN* t*o other iuoentwFe thiia 
teason. Ah, E>5€x ! dear, prophetic Biaez^ 
si^ed' my heart at soib# fneoiests, iriqr>* 
why Aid { inexorably reject thy g«neroii« 
J>roposal ? Tliat ungratoftil sistei^ to whosf 
safety I sacrificed the smetest iiopes of 
toy life, maiKieles ^hy delated hMfe, and 
ffies far away to take shelter in that ooun^ 
try I dared not seek even »»d€r thy proi 
tectioii. 

At the turn of the iHgbt, a dreadft^ 
storm of thunder, VightHing, wirtd, and ram, 
broke over us ; and Hie terrors natural to 
iny sex on such occasions were doubled 
on finding that the whole party iR?eTe set 
oo by banditti. A motiaent before and I 
should have affirmed I had nothing lo 
dread, yet so lively was my liew fear, that 
even tbe ved^eance of Elizabeth became 
a tnfle in the comparison. The s^ertanta ' 
t)f Lord Burleigh made a desperate but vain 
resistilnce ; and die \dw>le weine at lengtk 
led away by the ruffians i»to a wood ad- 
joining, where all, no doubt, like me, ex- 
pected to be murdered, ?he stotm now 



hefpiXi ta ftbate^ and \)}e moon sometimcf^ 
forced its waj tbfoiigb tfce' vol inn es cff 
black clouds which yet tiimg over it. My 
quickened senses eauglit its transietTt 
gtecims ta examitie if any feabkatioir' or 
othet hope of rescue was in ^w. li 
vain I strained my sigfct* The Mrood in- 
volved lis entirety, and evety feeble hope 
died away, whett tny eyes stiddenJy rested 
on — ah, -graciotis Heaven } — our awn Re- 
cess.— -Yes, the well-knowtt entrance of 
the tomb presented itaetf, and a thousand • 
vi^oe ideas of safety and dagger mingling 
in tny mind> a« the rohbei^ approached thfe 
Jitter to take «ie on* I tcrcamed and 
Bwooned away. , 

Alas, my sifter ! caH to mind your owts 
feelings, and guess at mine when I once 
fnore opened my eyes in the great room of 
oar Recess— -that room onee hallowed with 
the prayers of fatlier Anthony and the 
presence of Mrs. Marlow^-^hat room wherfe 
xwi^e the portraits of onr parents smiled 
Ijeace and security on their now desolate 
offspring-*- how hideoas was the change.!— 
4t8 have walis no'W grhned with a ^ousaiid 
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uncouth and frightful images^ presented 
only a faint picture of the present pes- 
sessonij on whose hardened faces I dared 
not fix my fearful eyes.. 

Considering me but as accidental pluiv 
der they were wholly engrossed by thfi 
old Lord Burleigh^ in whom some in^ 
portant view seemed to center. I shrunk 
from the terrible scene> and called upon 
the awful shades of those most dear to me 
to appal in turn the desperate wretches 
who made tlie time-struck walls resound 
with threats and execrations. My shocked 
eyes sought the ground as a relief, and 
fixed upon a well-known object — ^it was 
the ring of Mrs. Marlow's with which far- 
ther Anthony wedded you to Lord Leices- 
ter, and well I remembered that ring W9fi 
en your hand when last we parted. I 
stooped impatiently for it-*-my senses. more 
fully recognized its setting. The dreadful 
truth flashed upon my mind. ''Alas! 
my sister and Lord Leicester are alike eur 
snared/' groaned I forth, without any con;- 
slderatiqn — ^'^ well I know they must be 
here — ohj^ in what dungeou have you bidr 
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tbem ?'* '' Your sister^ fair lady/* return, 
fd one of the villains with au odious grin ; 
'^ comrades^ our Captain will thank us for 
this prize ; this must be she he talked sa 
much about when the other travellers threw 
themselves in our hands.^-»Make yourself 
easy^ mistress ; your sister is locked up as 
safe as cords can keep her/' 
. All the anguish I had before felt became 
nothing at this moment. '^ My sister in 
this dungeon r* cried I ; '* Oh^ born to suf- 
fer with me^ dear Matilda^ how will that 
soft frame^ always unequal to the trials of 
life^ and now entirely debilitated, support 
these horrors ? Alas, l^rs, if there is yet in 
your hearts one touch' of human pity, con- 
,duct me to this tender sufferer, and let her^ 
die in my arms/' '^ All in good time, 
young woman/' replied another, with an. 
air sp surly as awed even' my convulsed 
soul to silence. 

Lord Burleigh still was their great ob- 
ject^ threats and oaths were exhausted on 
him; when to consummate the t^errors 
of that moment, the name of Williams 
reached me^ That name expounding both. 



ike past waA fature, wmught my feem v^ 
to ffstmzy.. I cat mj m\d ejPM affoand in 
Mfaeeh <]£ an; weaaR^ to^ die> a^Mii'oaiiiii- in 

thafc iBMHlile maiB#n%j lika Forlils have 
iwailbMiad' Am, i»liea a tiMtfuk wM^oiit; i^ 
To»m at <Miea 8«i«poiidi9d Aat mthin la. ^fbt 
aoiMid af piatals^ «ii6 pM^i{^^a4» aatsajMa 
of such of the robber at wera nat sdveadjr 
Doaockua^ foUiaaiead bj» miMjF' italitKmii per- 
sans^ iasttaily cxmvmetfi aaa that liaavaa 
had delivafajii ns ftnina d4K eppv^soi« fejf 
aaoie aieafia \^ 0ba«rk4ilg' te^ hwiii^niiy 
Ibao^ Acssa (taspaiii tiad iljad miy^ HbeoglMi 
miip^ A Aaaaclfut eoptefii^ ansaed ; bat -mm 
detivtpara peiiaikiag, ioHxiedMcdip beg«a 
te na^nil Lotd BafilM^h^ wbo, alkMat 
«»ut<r wtlfeiej(CQ68^ aiavprkfc%ft»iHMl'«>i( ibaai 
a. teiia. of bis owrr doiaatticsv iroai tkt' 
atd^oiaiitg Abbayv o! S^ Vin(Baii«> «^^ii^ t 
iraidaivsaa^d m^s- ?ioiiy a«# al ^ls* ^easls.-** 
Nor was their amazement los»al meelkig 
¥fidi tiMiir Lord ki» %bi» ]i^'l5iudt60<v¥«red 
^Mii 1 ooffipraheadi^d «b^ iviiola in s^^mo^, 
inaol; aad- piaua^ly pareaivad Ae 8erva»ta 
al Lord Bofleilf^ inual hava came tbroaglir 
Iba ^idMiwaQ^adiB pasaaga that oomavai* 
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^ eatod mtk- the Mtoof. I! mcollectcd thai 
b:^«ii8 ti]iktiowii<to.W4))i«ii|S|^ and flattered 
my^$di tbat youv and Lord' beicester had 
«acafied tjirangiii k^ 'OkwtTvlletinedi u^ith the 
bleami cpfttitta eonrprinod io thi» deliver^ 
nusTy i fergofll bud any things skill ^ fear } 
and Qot) eonaidc»ing Lead' Byrleigh- a^ my 
Tus^gat, I saMT in him oidif iu f«Uow-«i^rer. 
I use ndtb sdeaat^, aod: led the vuay t» the 
iMfifOK wJiiofa coBWRMueated wifih did 
J&^bey ;. tiiose vha newly came from, theaee 
fioilttvitt^ me » sifetit astonUhment. f 
IRtrcdunNt thr. aarda. with which yuu aErf 
Hij( Load had beeib bomuih, and ^eaa»dedf 
yatr o£ ibhts s€];t»ii«jr vddi a joj&i impa^ 
tiaace. Land Barksghi learot lux» i&y ia^ 
ethcfa ar t .tovaap^diisi a. cii»}uaista»ce 1 hsA 
xefuidd faefoie to infoam bia oi:-«^lhat 
dhutnca had Jnqsmciaed ua ia. the \«ry spot 
trheee jiw and) I aiere baedL Whottf tiJimr 
I 1^ imtk aaj owil exckaaatioiM^ aadi r«^ 

I gatr;d£eai of A^i sdteooe ef axjs &dfati«e7s^ i 

I ImM the edlmnaaoC ihe Abbey sit loi^ 

our hap{^ aayskiaa. Ah^ Heavens! bow 
cctiell J were: tbtsie Unri^ eaaotiote rapeilvd 
eud e-xtuaguislsed; wfansi bjt *be eoamtanliif 
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Lord Burleigh bis servants once loore 
seized me as a prisoner^ aad attempted to 
lead me towards a remote apartmeirt. — 
With ' a heart bumbled imd broken bj so 
many successive frights and afflictipns^ I 
sunk at bis feet^ not disdaining the most 
submissive attitude^ and only solicited ta 
see you. I reminded bim of the dangers 
be and I bad shared together ; and con- 
jured him to remember you alone could 
have opened the passage which led ns aU 
to freedom^ unless he basely resolved to 
become to me a murderer as dreadful as 
those from whom we had just escaped.—-^ 
Inexorably <^old be replied^ ^^ that my un- 
guarded acknowledgments only gate bim 
stronger reason to imagine mueh was yet 
concealed ; and that whenever I would re« 
solve to be wholly sincere^ I should not 
want bis interest with his royal mistress.'^ 
peaking from those trembling hands which 
every momeut more enfi^led^ he ordered, 
bis servants to bear me into the grated 
room at the end of the eastern cloister* 
You cannot but remember the dismal place. 
Hfdf ^Siunk in ruiOi overhung with ivy and 
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trees of growth almost immemorial^ it ap- 
peared the very cell of Melancholy. Alas ! 
her pale representative took possession of 
it in myself. The massy bars no sooner 
gave assarance that I was imprisoned^ than 
my conductors impatiently flew to rejoin 
the rest, and learn the news of the family. 
To me that small relief was barbarously 
denied. So near the cause and partaker of 
my sorrows, they were destined to flow in 
solitude; nor could imagination decide whe- 
ther you were yet enthralled, or had agaiii 
escaped. How terrible are the vague sus- 
picions 6f an impassioned mind when de- 
prived of every means of certitude ! The 
pale gleams of the moon seemed every mo- 
ment to people the dungeon they glanced 
through — ^my pulse beat with redoubled 
strength and quickness — ^tlie whole cloister 
resounded the long night with distant feet, 
but they came not to me. Fearfully I often 
started when sinking into a lethargy, ra- 
ther than slumber, by the echo of some re- 
mote voice which fancy continually told 
me I knew ; but it alwstys died away ere 
memory could assign it an owner ; smd 
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thoi^h^xny ferlile brain exlm^sled :f>o9siki« 
lity, the dawniag day i^^alksed qo olber 
objecis iban th«%e dreary 'ones my chamber 
preaeat^. The bal» and owls began to 
refite fo their haimla in my neighbourhood^ 
and Ibe short visit of the risiag sun . only 
' s^bewed a»e the nariow limtls df ^ dark and 
dismal room. By ibkftiine^balfa mind and 
t>o4y were dlike.exbaustedj and -a mist ap- 
peared to envelope my senses, which still 
i-ecall ^a thousand fleeting forms by turns 
sufroniidiog me till fat^ue threw me into 
a deep sleep. 

It was sit length i£ilerrupted by a moid 
Who brought me i^eak&fSt> ^ind^a message 
from her Lord, " That if I wonld inform 
him what was wantiiig to ! my comfort and 
aec^mmodutton, fats, orders should imcne<# 
diately supply it." I cafttmy eyes- expres- 
sively aioi^ady and bid her tell him in one 
word, I'^ei^ry thi ng." like woman seemed 
a£Seeted : I snatched the fortooate mo* 
flaent, «nd' putting my .purse tnlb her hand 
asked in return only to 'know the fate of 
Lord Lekeater and m}' lister. I learnt to 
ttyinexpresMfaie neiief both had, bjsome 
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aiiQ tbttt Lord Baifletgh'ii generous dniigh-» 
fee iwaiB ooi^ined'as their abettor. -A ba»ty 
fliidiaioBs 'to ^he maid left k&e Doce ia«H^ 
alone; but the news she had edmimmi* 
eated^ aodtbe idea that fcbe amiable Rbse 
might hereafter be alibe readiy to rdUeine my 
iistoGss&s, gare a new torn to my ispiiits^ 
whidh now gath«i^d coiirage to retrace ihe 
'past and Ibok kito the fati&re. 

AkbMgh unlible to 'ct^diprehEefid \^at 
the urgent notWes eould be which impell* 
td Lord Iie>c6f|^ter attd my -ttster to so pre-» 
taJj^tste a *ftigbi^ .erery thing implied that 
Ib^ k>ere deap^sHe; for'tfaat it was^tid-* 
flen atld wiihcint prdpacaiioa, their in£ea-> 
iiim ortaktfig «heker in ihe Recess ^trot|g« 
i$ iadicated; and W-hehevser 1 recollected 
the / dao^ous situation of Matilda^ I 
ihared wiih her ihat coanpassson iself is biil 
too'ttpt'to ^ngrms. Was there a spot of 
S*. Vitoeerlt's A^iAsej, however gloomy, 
whi^h did nc^ <^U *to'tisy >tnittd sooleia^ 
Itaniee of that^inftegrity,'ia£fedtion, and no-» 
Wlity of . beat*t which distinguished my 
Matilda i" and «^ould I f«iieflQd>er the»&^ yet 
1 
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ddubt^ that by whatever chance I was de- 
serted^ your will could have no sh^re in it? 
Believe me, my sister, the first prayers I 
addressed to Heaven in my prison wece for 
your safety. 

When timie and solitude restored me rea- 
son enough coolly to consider my own 
state^ 1 saw no immediate danger it could 
teem with. Though a victim to thei fears 
of Elizabeth and the policy of Lord Bur- 
leigh, I had not yet learnt to consider them 
' as mere murderers; and if they were not 
so, imprisonmeht was the only evil I could 
have to apprehend ; nay, even that might 
perhaps be short, as it was undoubtedly 
both illegal atld unjust. Malice itself could 
affix' on me no other crime than that of ^ 
being daughter to the Queen of Scots ; ^ 
fatal truth which Elizabeth would gladly 
forget, but surely never publish. Could 
I resolve therefore to emlure with patience, 
the punishment so unworthily imposed on 
me, I might in time emerge unsullied to 
distinction. I called upon the example of 
her who gave me being to support my 
drooping spirits, and should perhaps have 



THK ItECKSS, &C. S17 

vied with her in fortitude, but tbit one 
cherished grief wound round my aching 
heart, and often wrung forth its dearest 
drops. Essex, the most beloved of man- 
kind; that faithful lover whose ardent 
prayers, whose generous proposals I had 
obstinately resisted, when his irritated mind 
seemed daringly to lift the veil of futurity, 
and pierce through those complicated dan- 
gers which followed our parting ^Ah ! 

what should guard him, when my loss was 
discovered^ from giving way to bis injured 
and exasperated affection? If fortune 
should even separate him and Lord Leices- 
ter, how could I be certain that Elizabeth 
herself would be safe from his reproaches ; 
and who was ever safe from her vengeance 
when once thus desperately awakened ?— 
The premature fate of my mxich-honoured' 
fathier, the noble Norfolk, returned upon 
my memory — ^the Tower, the dismal Tower, 
scaffolds, axes, a bleeding lover, and a 
broken heart, daily passed in long array 
before me, and peopled the solitude to 
which I was so unjustly condemned. 

VOL. II. L 
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. The decency with which I was attended 
and served proved that both Elizabeth and 
her Ministetr had still terms to keep with 
me ^ hu.t the servant who had ventured a 
jeply wais impeached by those who waited 
without the door> and. my purse being found 
upon her no doubt became a sufficient proof 
of guilt. Certainly I saw her no morp .; 
and the women deputed in her .place iveie 
either too guarded or too ignorant to inform 
me on any sjubject had J left fliyself money 
to try their fideUty. 

. I had once been so accustomed to^eclu- 
sion that it would soon have lost its horrors 
tad, my misfortunes rested here : resolved^ 
however^ not to augment them by vain and 
fruitless repining^ I demanded such books 
as might strengthen and amiise' my mind ; 
thus opposing the wisdom of ages to the 
pangs of the moment. By sharing a part 
of my food with the birds which inhabited 
the over-hanging trees, I drew round me^ 
some mute associates, who, more grateful 
than the vain beings that venture, to look 
down on them^ are always attached by bcT 
pefits. 
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This lethargic tranquiHity was soba in- 
terrupted by a visit froi^ Lord Burleigh • 
With the fair language of an experienced 
courtier^ he ^^ commended my resignation 
*o an iqevitable fate, and admired the wise 
«se I made of confinement^ in thus apply- 
ing myself to enrich my understanding; 
assuring me that he had, exceeded hi«( or« 
ders for. my accommodation; and by an 
express which arrived over-night fxom the 
Queen had it at last in his power to restore 
that liberty he had by her command-de- 
prived me of/' My heart leaped at so un- 
hoped an alteration in my fate; but he in- 
tercepted the transport ere it reached my 
lips^ and sent it back a dead weight into 
my J>osom. ^' Think not, therefore, fair 
lady" said he, ^^ that her Majesty's indul- 
gence is unconditional — She wills, that if 
ever you pass-these walls it is as the wife of 
Lord Arlington." — '^ They will then be iny 
grave, my Lord," returned I, in bitterness 
of spirit ; '^ shame on her indulgence, in* 
human tyrant !'' — " Moderate your wrath," 
' resumed he in the same equal toaef " After 
l2 



your bold attempt to impose cm her bjr 
forged testtmoniflls of aa impossible oiar- 
liage aodsapposittoas biith^ jou ought ra- 
ther to imagine she tr<eats you with lenity/' 
^^'^ Forged 4estinuniialsf'* retorted I with 
great acrimooy : *' Why then -did she so 
carefully destroy them i But she destroyed 
ih^ra^ my Lord^ in vain.'--i- Look down 
blest spirits of Ibose who once owned this 
noble mansion ! Look ^own thou dear de* 
parted sister of the murdered . Norfolk ! 
Look down too, revered Mrs.- Marlow^ 
thou gentle guardian of our youth ! and 
say to whom we owe our being i— -But why 
do I call the blessed from their reward 
to authenticate those rights the malice of 
Elizabeth cannot annihilate? Oh> Royal 
Mary, dear unknown mother! bow would 
the tebder yearnings of thy bosom justify 
the assertions <df thy persecuted daughter, 
. jdid not a cruel tyrant by a double iojustiee 
enclose in separate prisons the mother and 
the child !-^bring us but together, uid you 
sbaU find — :-*' *' I am not commisMoned 
to parley on so delicate a sulsyect^'' replied 
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Aie ctikhy Lord Borleigb. '' Ere you give 
uray to these violent transports* remember 
bow fatal they may prove. Over tile head ' 
df the Queen of Scots the aword has long 
bung only by f» single thread— it is now 
pt^t into your hand^conwder well ere next 
B see yott wk» efnd whM yoi* wilt be"--^ 
With these tremeacbtis wordfl he to^ and 
Ifeft me. Lefl aie— ah,"bo^.^— coEviili«d> 
annihilated i a terror hitherto nnknowH 
sieeffled U> fix every featitre and freeze 
every senile. O Thou, whose- awful will 
alone could authorize this nameless hiflic- 
lion, give me strengrti to bear it f sighed 
forth my shocked soul.* Can I tJiew 
deserve the title of daughter only hff re- 
notmciftg all claim to it ?— My mother^ my 
^acious royal mother J who even vfht» 
overwhelmed with woes didst take fcueh* 
tender cs^e of the little unfortunates to 
whom thou guvest being; ah, were their 
litres preserved but to shorten thine? M*- 
dlt!ktions like these almost shook the seat of 
reason ; and I resolved t6 conform to the 
most te human command of Blitabefh ralber 
I. 3 
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tfasin suifer the horrible scene -this last im* 
plication presented^ to ^ass another hous 
before my bewildered senses. 

It was surely at this tremendous jcrisis ia 
my life that my fermented blood first ^opt-^ 
ed and cherished those exuberances of pas* 
sion which ever after warped the equality 
and merit of my character; that blood now 
l>oiling in my veins joined with a disordered 
iniagination to call around me. a thousand 
visionary inconsistent .'forms; to whose, 
"Voices my burning heart responded — now 
slowly retreating to every vital source, the 
very powers of being seemed to congeal^ and 
1 remained for hours a breathing icicle. 
Whenever the .first seniation actuated Jne,j 
the strong desire of saving my mother still 
returned : and in these dire revolutions of 
constitution four and twenty dreadful hours 
el$Lp$ed. 

• Lord Burleigh at the same time the ne^t 
day came once mor^ to learn my final re- 
solution. Scarfce able to reply or raise my 
heavy, eyes from the ground, in which they 
Sought and saw only a grave, mj whole 
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appearance strongly indlcatdd how I had 
passed the interval. The desolate acquies- 
cence my silence bespoke encouraged him 
to*pro<luce a paper. He began reading it ; 
while, rivetted with a new surprize, I lis- 
tened to the incredible and disgraceful for- 
gery as if I had lost every other sense than 
that of hearing. It was called, as I think, 
•* the voluntary confession of Ellinbr on 
behalf of herself and her sister Matilda ; 
and set forth, that soon after Mary Queen 
of Scots sought shelter in* England, (under 
the protection of her sister Elizabeth,) for ■ 
divers politic and* ambitious reasons, (as^ 
first, in case her only son should die and 
leave her without issue on which to sup*^ 
port her claim to Great Britain as well as 
to the kingdom she had lately abandoned ; 
next to attach to her interest the disloyal 
persons into whose charge . she was given)* 
she resolved to pretend to have made a 
marriage with Thomas Howard, Duke of 
Norfolk*; and by the aid and confederacy 
of his sister the Lady Scroope (whose Lord 
was her keeper), together with that of di- 
l4 • 
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Ten Scottish servants, as well as of od« 
Gertrude ^Jarlow (the bastard sister of 
Lord Scroope)^ the said Queen of Scots did 
feign a pregnancy, and in procesjt of time 
a delivery of two daughters, who were-with- 
the assistance of the said e^nfederatsf 
l;^rought up in secresy bj the said Ger** 
trade Marlow till such iimQ as MarjfS 
should judge. fit to produce then^; Ancl 
that sundry testimonial^ wera iuvdatedj. 
drawn, and witnessed by said parties^ tcHd^ 
ing to legitimate said surreptitious offspring 
s^t the pleasure of the Qaeen of li^cots^ hf 
the names of Matilda tiiki Elliilar. Tb<. 
aaid Eiliuor understanding in j^ioo^ #f 
time the above plausible epUiisi^o, m»4 
sorely repentiog the offirnoe agitinsl^ Sliaa« 
bet^^ Queen of England^ her lawAd JMf 
and Sovereign^ doth oti bebtilf of hecael£ 
^nd sister Matilda freely aeltoowlddgo aod 
fioloitonly affirmi thai they do not betlietv^ 
tiiemsehes bora of the sftid Mary (^netft 
of ScotSi but have reason to know theiif 
parents of a low degi^ee^ who fof Ibe lii^ft- 
of gaiu resigi^^ tbeia for ever^ hb bt dwt 



with as the said Queen of Scoto* and her 
confederates thought best. This dlbclara^ 
tion is made and signed on the spot where 
£Uipor owns herself itnd uster were thus , 
secretly brought up> to wit, the Abbey of 
St* Vincentj the seat of th^ lat^ Lord 
Scroqpe, in the presence of, &,c."--^Hav- 
ing concluded this notable memorial Of 
villainy, be summoned several domestics, 
and put a pen into my hand. My on- 
subdued, indignant soul spurned at the 
idea of villifyin^ both myself and mother, 
even to saye her life. I would have s^poke, 
■ but ere grief and rage could be convf rted 
into language, be transfixed me with a 
look ; and holding before my eyes an orde^ 
fpr the execution of the Queen of Scots, 
signed^ dated, authentic, complete in every 
form, my shuddering nature opuldnoten^ 
dme the conflict. I rashly s<;rajRrled« my 
name, and snatching that fremfindou# 
mandate he yet held before nie, tore it 
into a thousand atoms-^ ai^d sunk upon tha 
ground in the most violent convulsions^ 
Ihey were S9 jpapid and dreftdfal, tbt^ tf)t 
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hftve left me alone would have been little 
el^e than marder. His domestics attended 
me with a humanity unlcnown to their 
Lord ; and these fits at last gave place ta 
a frenzy fever. Alas! during its raging 
paroxysms I doubtless continually con- 
futed the infamous tale- 1 had witnessed; 
for every affecting remembrance pressed 
vpon my confused and weakened mind. 
•^My mother, my sistef, and my love by 
ttirhs bled before my eyes; and death 
presented himself in every form dear to 
me^ while I vainly invoked him to take 
my own. 

Exhausted nature seemed to rest on the 
very verge of the grave — Ah, had I then 
sunk into it' how many pangs had I been 
©pared! The care of iny attendants at 
length so far recovered me as to enable me 
to quit my bed, when pronouncing me 
Well, they left me to my own meditatjons 
^*-a hideous train, my sister ! To add to 
their bitterness fancy had now thrown a 
liew oblour on my fate. 'How if this infa- 
Jttous forgery had been extorted fronv. me 
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only to stigmatize my sister and myself? 
-—A ^till njore aggrayating idea sprung 
from that — What should prevent Eliza- 
beth from presenting to the eyes, of the un- 
fortunate Queen of Scots a defamatory 
declaration^ which must give her a stab.no 
less inortsil than the blow it saved her from, 
though perhaps more slow ? how indeed, if 
so, could I hope she would ever forget or 
forgive an instance of depravity, apparently 
as unaccountable as it was shocking ? fi- 
nally, (oh, grief yet more pungent) might 
not the Queen take pleasure in wring- 
ing the haughty soul of Essex, by shewing 
him the unhappy .object of his dearest af 
fections for ever stigmatized by ]}er own 

hand ? ^This painful assemblage of ideas 

and objects was too much for my hurt 
brain — I groaned, I shrieked, I relapsed, 
and very nearly obtained the relief I so 
much louged for. 

Impelled thus by tyranny down the pre- 

-;cipice of fate, my iwift course seemed readj^ 

to bury me in the gulph it overhangs, when 

aiiother projecting point interposed, and 

L 6 



saddenljr stopped me.*— I recoUettM that 
in tbds rea%ditig myddf Id the di^oke I 
rendered the lasft fatti blot my c^n biitid 
had fixed 6n fdjr c^tiracteriifdetible; white 
if I lived I had yet a ehdtice of jtistif^llg 
my intention, in an ^ct which r<»fleclfed 
alike on tn^self and all d^dt to mfe. Bf a 
Weaknes{$ for which I eahnot account, I 
suddenly became mort wHling to sn^orl' 
^\i the evils of at life thu^ proteWj^d, than 
the idea of ah unknp^rn end, and an xxi^* 
honoured gravfe. . 

My constitution, destined to struggle 
with still greater calamities, stink not 
i*rholly tlndet the impreSsiwi of these ; but 
ibfe period of recovery wat marked by a 
gloom and dejectioti 1 can nfever forget. 
Silence w&s now tio tesH ihy h^it than 
inclinatibfi, and I ofteti fancied myself in^ 
capable tk speaking. Lord Burleigh, by & 
second visit, called together evfery enfeebled 
f)ower remaining, ftegdrdlng my altered 
tountenante With un afr ^f insidions pity, 
he lamented the painful duty impoised on 
^im by th^ Qaeen« fjiranged from sym- 
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fidhf ftd long, that the kast mark of it 

aifet'ted me^ I Bunk foto langu^H: and tear8# 

^' Unhappy young creature/* resumed he, 

^< destined every if^ay to condemn yourself> 

heiir dll I am commissioned now to say^ 

and fiflraUy decide your own fate. I need 

hardly inform you that on whatevef claims 

your connexion widi thiF Qu^n of Scots is 

founded^ a due regaid for herself, and the 

peate of the kingdom of England, will not 

allo^r my royal mistress to enlarge one 

whose high spirit and distinguished under* 

atanditig must so greatly aid whatever cause 

she id a party in. Bat when the attach*^ 

Inent between yoa and the Earl of Essex is 

considered^ (whose ambition aad daring 

temper sufficiently alarm the prudent pari 

of the Queen** counsellors, unassisted as he 

yet is by atiy imaginary rights) it is obvi-« 

oas that one way alone can you hope fot 

freedom." At the dear name of Essex, to 

which my ear had been so long estranged, 

dvery emotion that bad gathered riewly 

into my heart, spread in wild perturbation 

through toy frame. I faintly repeated' it^ 

but Lord Burteigh motioned me to silenc^^ 
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and I confined to contemptuous glances my 
opinion of the remainder of his speech.*^ 
^' I shall not conceal from yon," continued 
Ee^ '^ that Essex has had iofloence enough 
over the Queen to make her for a while 
suppress her sentiments on this error in his 
eonduct. Perhaps she would have trusted 
to time for otherwise matching youj but 
thai this hot-headed^ rash young man'^--^I 
groaned in impatient silence — he cast on 
me an attentive eye^ and pursued his^ sub* 
ject. — *^ After finding it vain to hope he 
should discover your asylum, (for which 1 
must tell you he spared neither threats, in. 
treaties, money, or assiduity) he completely 
irritated Elizabeth by uniting himself in a 
plot to release the Qaeen of Scots. Provi- 
dentially for my royal mistress it transpired 
in time, and the traitors are taken. The 
chief object of her indignation must of 
course be him she so greatly favoured. 
Convinced that you are the only cause of 
his.iebellious practices, nothing but your 
making another choice can save him. from 
expiating them on .the b)ock. A fond weak- 
ness renders Elizabeth 9till anxious to pre- 



TttE RECJiSS, &C. SrSI 

serve him. For my own part I confesit^ 
the safest remedy I shall always think the 
best/' — ^'^Ah, kt him hve/* groaned I, 
adopting at <$nce the train of ideas the crafty 
Burleigh so artfully arranged^ though not 
forme! -Even Elizabeth is merciful^ and 
shall [ then condemn him ? Rob the world 
of an unequalled ornament^ only becfcuse I 
am not permitted to possess it ?— I will no 
more haunt her slumbers— I will no more 
giy his— of what consequence is the name 
I am called by during the few days I linger 
in this miserable worU? Inform me, my 
Lord^ but how can I save him." — *' The 
same reasons that concur in obliging the 
Queen to separate you and Essex/' said the 
ii\8idious Burleigh, " will equally prevent 
her frpm matching you with any man gifted 
with his aspiring qualities : yet as it is not 
her wish wholly to debase you. Lord Ar- 
lington was to me the niessenger of her 
will;" ([ shuddered ^t the ffital name) '^thc 
bounded capacity he possesses is one motive 
for her chusrng bim> as it ensures her own 
safety ; and his titles and fortunes another^ 
as those are distinctions she is not willing 
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to deprive yon o& Yon marry htiii, or he ' 
rdlurns direatly>. ahd faia retum is the sitgadl 
for the execution of Lord £s9ex." 

Yet weak aod iinrecovercd> my mind 
wanted firmness to enter into all the rea- 
sons which should i^egulate my condact, 
Alas, I feaW tao more of my owsr fale^ thao 
was iaseparabty interwoven with that of 
my Igrver, ^** Urged by the j^neroua^ ex-- 
•cesses of. wbidi I knew his heart capabk^ 
he has fot my sake then endangered his 
honour, liberty, add life. Perhaps that 
danger is exaggerated, htnled prudence-^ 
but oh, i£ ilot**rif actnated by fear and 
rage Qixabeth afaonld condemn him to 
the block, as she alreadj had my f6tber> 
for no greaitef crime— my^ wotrnded soul 
khmnk frcmi the bare idea — long faintingl 
and ddirium follpwed-^fancy realized every 
image fhtud had presented; I seemed tO 
^hold every moment the chosen of my 
bean Uied^ sentenced, execttted; I drench^ 
€d tbe Burned, yet beaateous form my 
fsottl &it ever worshipped in my tiears, and 
liardly could be persuaded, during my 
tecid intervals^ that Esaex yet ^ved^ an^ 



that l»i& fate slill depended oh my deter- | 

piaalioo. '; 

. Lord BuTleigh> falthfol to the udgeaerouft ' 

trust reposed in him^ and weary of the task ' 

Qf confining mej took a WilHag adv^iitage 

0f the ,weak^ne4 state of my ii>teUeol8> to 

Wfiag from t^e a oompIiaac« with tlie wish 

of Bluabeth. I was now released, from my 

prt|OQ» aod the Chateau and family beiog 

aisembledj Lord Arlington wat^ introdaced^ 

tba ooDtracti sigMd^ and a tearM »lid- 

night marriage abrupdy sokmni^ed^ daring 

wbieb my alMtracted mind pi^rtued ath(8i« 

SMdrdiatatitideas* 

•^ #^ # # » ♦ * 
' Wedd«d-^bBfe-^&nnifailated^tb€W($«fut 
iM9lre^ of ft ntagatfio^aB solitude^ whefO 
mf inWiIrd eyet t#aded i^r evet* the reviG^r^ 
Hepa of ^oae who were *ao long^t tb b^ 
(aund ofn ee^Fth^ one only coiiBolatiou cduld 
lay eatbaosted heart supply. - ^^ I die^ thai 
%fi&iSK, may )m^-«l sigh, that he maj^ 
breath frdely.^^Bat oh » what sighftW^ti 
min^l Ibey setniied to tincture with blacks 
aess and melaiiGh<lly the rery Itif that te-* 
(ieir^ Ihem. iKMtl Aflingtw Wai»t4i 
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judgment alike to subdue the deep tegretar 
of silent sufferance, or to yield to theim 
My mind could never hold any correspon- 
dence with his ; and by this means alond 
was^I ignorant, for a time, of a tfalamity,- 
which, when known, totally overwhelmed 
me : — ^alas> my sister, by a refinement in 
barbarity, our sainted mother- was led to 
txecutipn, almost at the vei^ moment that 
I was defaming you and myself to save her.- 
This climax of grief and misfortune' was 
too mighty for my reason— ^I had passed 
ffom fear to feai^, from sorrow' to» sorrow,' 
in such rapid succession,* that there were 
only intervals enough of time to render 
each more poignant. In one short month 
to behold myself deceived, defamed, oni 
iocrificed ! how could I avoid blending 
the , bitter tears "of self Jove with those of 
filial duty and affection i The idea of 
Essex remained engrained, on my heart, and 
doubled ievery agonizing sensation. .Lord 
Arlington, however, returned to Court> 
which gave me the littVe relief of solitude. 
. .Severed thus at once from every tie both 
•£ nature and of. choice, dead while yot 
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breathing, the deep melancholy, which had 
seized upon my brain soon tinctured my, 
whole mass of blood— my intellects- strange- 
ly blackened and confused, frequently 
realized seenes and objects that never ex-, 
isted, annihilating many which daily passed 
before my eyes. I sometimes observed the 
strong surprize of my attendants when I 
spoke of these visions, but much oftener 
I remained lethargic and insensible. There 
were moments wheb I stated as from a 
deep sleep, (and oh, how deep a sleep is- 
that of the soul !)«— turned my dubious eye» 
around with vague remembrance — ^touched 
my hand, to be convinced that I yet existed 
—trembled at the sound of my own voice>, 
or raising my uncertain eye toward th^ blue^ 
vault of heaven, found in the all-chearing. 
sun a stranger .-T-Alas ! my sister, look no 
more in thia sad recital for the equal- 
minded rational being you once saw me ;. 
sensations too acute for eithes^ endurance or 
expression, from this fatal period* blotted 
every noble faculty, often substituting im- 
pulse for judgment. Always sensible o£ 
o^y wandering tlxe moment it was pastil 
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ufaaiM eontun»«)Iy mcc6e6fA, aiid omte^ 
every Hilary of mdddess* Hnd reAsoOi 

Spring reviving i^l nattiFe^ extendi its- 
genial infltieHee even to the wkbered bearl% 
My intervals beoame more oalBi and fre*^ 
qoetit. I gathered sli«tig«ti to widk i^te^ 
the gardM^ibere I «}ow}y iietraeect.Ni mj^ 
ielf the facal wb^le^ Md hegin »)Sittd, or 
Aucy it BUMt Biqipetfftttile. Tbai I haA 
heen a inpB ta Efiiobeth m4 kef MMatari. 
«(as too obvioilft^ but I w«s wtHilig to a^ 
i{ttit the weak bmi^* peikftf^ft ^nffirieinijp 
fttiihhed in n wife like ine> ef heribg be» 
4 confederate in Iheif ^oitt^' I Mad" VHftg; 
imt^ the db^ 6# ia^ i^b6i(^, Md iti^ at 
aeftinftofi etr«r ^iioii^ KiiieM t6 be eiifelesr 
ef the nen^ by wMeh ilieiii views, irtteeeed/ 
jM^vided tfeey atteiii them . But mf&ehU 
eflbrf^ tetvfctdii reeenrefy requhiiig efety m^ 
dtilgeace, I wroije td Lditf ArHftg*6n^ as- 
itoriag hto, '^ I mmlA nrake the^best use df 
my ireterflitjg masod/ Iti tormhig mf heart 
i!6 the fimtte peffermafree of tboi^ pain*- 
M duties, a em&bifidtieit of fatal ciroom- 
ifUnces had itofWsed ott Hit bo* tfcat.ther 
W»k wa« to6 dllfierft ftot td d^dtii every al- 
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hwmct on bb part; mod concluded with 
lioping^^ solitude would enable me one day 
io meet bim with feelmgs less embittered/' 
With my intellectoal powers too returned 
my aiFeetions. The mystery of your fate^ 
my $ister> and thai of Lord Leicester^ rack«' 
ed my veary imagination in Vain. I en*« 
closed in the letter Io Lord Arlington a 
bilkt to Lady Pembroke, it contained 
only an encfuiry for yon. 

When, these letters were dispatched I 
bent my e^ery thought to fuMlUng the pro* 
mife made in the first. A thousand times 
on my knees I besought the Almighty to 
confirm these upright sentiments he alone 
could inspire ; I strove to obliterate every 
rememlM-aiic^ of the human means by which 
bis will was e&cted, and considering it 
only in the light of Us wiQ, tried meekly 
to submit to it* A\^, the answer of Lady 
Pembroke shook every just determination-** 
astonishment^ terror^ and affection^ were 
obvious in every 'line of it-— eagerly she 
solicited news of myself> and the income 
prehensible means which first restored me 
to St. Vincent's Abbey, as well as those 
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«rhich fixed me there by so exlraordinaiy 
a marriage. 

From her letter I at last understood a part 
of your motives for so suddenly absenting 
yourselves. I found too that you had 
happily arrived in France, by the accounts 

. many had received from you ; when aH 
at once (she added) the correspondence 
broke off, and every effort at renewing it 
only increased the sadness and perplexity 
of your friends. That La Val^ having 
obeyed the orders left by his Lord in hasten- 
ing to Kenil worth, came oHv from thence < 
to "the Recess; which he feaud thrown 
open, as well as that his Lord had ilifal- 
libly been there. Not able to gather any 
farther infiDrmation, he hastened back to 
Londo^^ there to 'wait Lord Leicester's 
directions ; but none arriving, this extra- 

. ordinary and alarming i^lence induced the 
faithful steward to return to his 'native 
country, in search of his Lord. Fear and 
grief having however seized upon his heart, 
a bad passage wrought both up to ^a crisis, 
and he died immediately on his landing. 
That every other messenger and friend bad 
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"been equally unsuccessful; though' many . 
had traced you as far as Ronen. Nor h^d 
the mystery oi your fate ever yet been even 
guessied at^ though Lord Leicester was ad- 
mitted to be dead by every body. It was 
given out that he expired in his way ,to Ke- 
nilwdrth Castle. Certainly he was there laid 
m state^ and afterwards interred at War- 
wick: but notwithstanding this, report was 
apparently helieved, as having the weight 
of the Queen's credence, the strongest 
^oubts arose in the minds of his friends^and 
I relations, upon her seizing Kenilworth 
Castle, and various possessions of his, as a 
security for sums d.ue .to her : a conduct 
iittle. agreeing with the indulgence she had 
for so many years shewn towards her 
favourite. In fine^ having bribed the ser- 
vants employed in blazoning this pompous 
fiction, the family were indubitably assured, 
that the body buried under the name of 
Jiord Leicester, was one procured for the 
purpose. 

Almost petrified by this mysterious and 
Meeting recital, I strove in vain to jex- 
pound it: that Lord Leicester was dead 
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ecHiMI hardly be doubted ; but when^ where^ 
or bow^ imagination could not fatbom.-^ 
Yet tbe conduct of the Queen proved bet 
too well informed. Ah^ where then^ cried 
I^ is now my Matilda ? Where Aen thai 
more unfortunate being than even myself! 
Convinced, by a comparisoh of cireum<i 
stances, that your death would alike have 
been published, but that by some nndisco^ 
veraUe event you survived your Lord, I 
was led to conclude some convent in Fnine^ 
still supplied you a grave to groan in : yet 
even if 'so, why bury with you that inform-^ 
nation, for want of which so many affec^ 
tionate hearts ha^e been racked ? Ala^ 
my darling sister, year after year have I 
vainly repeated to myself this one affecting 
<)uesiion : — Emerge, 1 beseech you, if yet 
an inhabitant of this world, and satisfy a 
fearful heart which aches with fondness. 
May, if translated to a better^ and yet sen* 
sible of aught sublunary, oh, deign to in*« 
form me ! How often, in the depth of mid^ 
night, when the happier world are at rest, 
have I called upon thee, impelled by an' 
affection incapable of iear»-^but all was 
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ewfol silence-^no voice replied to me — no i; 

form obtruded oa the deep gloom where 1 

tight itself is lost — ^yet the days that elapse , j! 

in incertitude, pass not in vain; they insen- | 

sibly urge forward one ordained to clear up ^ 

-every doubt. ' { 

##*### j 

I dreamt of Essex— Ah, what did I say? 
1 dreamt of Essex?— Alas, 1 have dreamt ; 

of him my whole life long ! Something i 

strangely intervenes between myself and my 
meaning. — No matter, f am too stupified 
.now to explain it. : 

Oh, these cruel wanderings !— but I dare 
not attempt to correct or avoid them, lest 
in the very effort reason evaporate, and one 
.inconsiderate stroke should confuse my 
whole story. 

Alas, Lady Pembroke, how could you 
venture to tell me that Lord Essex was 
married? — And to Lady Sydney too? — 
Gracious Heayen I I made myself a wretch 
then only to. crown her future days with 

- VOL. II. M 



uaspeakaUe happiness ! — ^ At Ibis iAes^ 
overwhelming pas^n breiJ(S the feeble 
Jboundaries of rei^on and religioo^ and 
sweeps away inferior soitows — ray B»0lber 
— my sister — alas those ties so dear^ so ret-^ 
vered, serve only to swell the flood tba^ 
•dinks them. 

Hence^ agonizing sensations ! — I have 
4rawn them up^ Matilda^ in ose weigbtjr 
ftigh. — Ah, surely si^y hearl escaped ana»- 
wares at the same moment, it bas left sucb 
a fearful void within.— Yes, my sifter,. Essex 
is indeed married; that very Essex for 
whom I. more than died, — and privately too 
y — the sacred, tender union, bad^every c^iiina 
but honour— for Lady Sydney he iafsurrod 
the anger of the vindictive Queen.— Gra- 
cious Heaven, I thank thee for that tboogiA 
—it was not for me — No, I. was dyings 
withering at the lieart far irom the most 
false— Ah, still the most bdoved of bis tex, 
—^that Utde thought strangely coasoka me-^ 
rather indeed would I have ditd, Iban ba^ve 
)>^n a spot i^n that radiimt 8un> my dim 
eyes no more nuist leok up to. 
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I {)eroeive I Uave in ihe wild <:o1ourings 
of a disordered imagination^ unfolded 3 
liMith 1x17 heart alioost burst witb-r-tbis 
ibuodqr-stroke concluded Lady Pembroke's 
seoond letter.*— How deep^ bow dreadful 
was its effect! — tranquillity^ bealtb^ reason^ 
all fled before it— to the evife fate imposes, 
however grievous, our nature insensibly ac- 
commoda^s itself* but ob, wbe^ the arrows 
of calamity are wing«d by k>ve, and dipt 
in jpoison by frielidsh^, the wounds they 
make always gangrene. The idea of deceit, 
ingratitude, and unkifidnei^, irritated and 
{>]!eyed ojq me contiuually. — It broiught oln 
an^tber Oreeoland winter's night, wbtc^ 
lasted Hiany lingeiiiig nioTtlbs ; and in xe^ 
ooveriog Liseemed to acquice anew.dispo- 
Bi&m.— £ had lost uritk my equanimity all 
&we«^tness of tew per — revenge seemed the 
only fprinoiple wluch supported my being, 
sad I,iioui:ssbeda.pmject in secret long ere 
J could bring it forward. Wonder not at 
ibis ateeratian, jBiyastea:; laisforturie serves 
hvA to soften t\vi sanI, is^ury alone can 
M!2 
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render it cidlous. - Ab^ strange ! that we 
'sbotkld at the very moment imbibe the Vice 
by which we suffer* 

Lord Arlington early in the «pring re- 
visited St. Vincent's Abbey. My resent* 
ments being levelled at a dear and distant 
object^ I behaved towards him, when mis- 
tress of my intellects, with, a melancholy 
graciousness which made him fancy them 
restored ; and proposed taking me with him 
to London, when necessity obliged him to • 
return. I acquiesced with readiness, as 
. this was the very point to which I wished 
-^o bring him, and my unexpected compli- 
ance, flattering the egregious self-love that 
marked his character, he was charmed with 
the effect, without examining into the 
cause. He was easily persuaded that deco- 
rum would demand my being presented at 
Court, and undertook to propose it to Eli- 
zabeth : while Lady Pembroke, amazed 
alike at all she heard, and all she saw^ 
steadily opposed a project fraught with so 
many painful uncertainties* But it was the 
passion of ^Lord Arlington to mortify Essex^ 
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aad conceiving thai in his pawer only by. 
presenting to his rival's eyes, the dear object 
fatal circumstances had robbed him of, and 
■ others yet more fatal, had wedded to him- 
self, he soon became as interested in my 
wish, as if his own heart had dictated it. 
The Queen heard it, as I foresaw, with sur- 
prize, and declined it with scorn ; but she 
soon found that 1 had skill enough to ma- 
nage even the fool she bad selected f^r me^ 
who persisted in quitting the Court if she 
denied him the compliment due to bis birth. 
Elizabeth had now put her peace so far into 
i )iis power, that she dared not entirely break 

I with him: and fearful lest the black history 

hid in my h^art should be published to the 
i world, were she to urge her imprudent 

I refusal, she at last reluctantly consented to 

I ' receive me. I heard this with a bitterness 
* pf spirit I once, thought myself incapable 

of, and brooded over the dreary triumph I 
bad sQ long projected, 

I deferred appearing at Court from ti^nc 
! to time, till certain Lord Essex wa§. return- 

ed from the canap. Alas! the universal 
pleasure that return excited, aggravated 
M 3. 
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iuj deep and* kicreaiing resentment. IHs- , 
tinguished now \»ith the same partiality 
Elizafbeth once shewed to your Lord : 
toaded with honours in his own person, and 
tlie chief medium through which others^ 
obtained' them, Essex conducted, himself 
with such nobleness as endeared him evea 
to those whom be failed to serve: while 
the happy few who woja his confidence^. 
kcitcd" up 16 Lim as to a being, of a sm- 
rior kind, t/ I l<)ne dared silently fx> im- 
peach his generosity. Ins honour, fcis in* 
tegrify. ^^earied wilh an everJasting discus-^ 
sioh of his rn^dt^ in all companies, and not 
daring to uttet Ofie syllatite di) the gubjectj. 
test groans sh6«ld t^ke pfae^ of ktiguage,. 
1 often testified iwi angef and hripsrtience^ 
liord Ariingtdrt construed hi to an idxtinc* 
lion of that Mai pftfefeiOri t Ortce eAtef tain^d: . 
for bis rival, £lnd a doe tegatd fer the right! 
ts'hich he bad acquired over me. Charmed 
with this idea, he became in vish in the- 
jewels, and othef bustotiiary ornaments;, 
and the tratiquillity with which I prepared 
to appear, lulled every suspicion to sleep^ 
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. jftifts ! while diey were adorawg me with 
the coetlj babiliments selected for the occa^ 
sion^ i took a malicioiis pleasure in tracing 
Ae raTages grief had already made m my 
features> coiMtkiitioti> and figure ; the firsts 
^MfH^unk^fwan^ and wiliiered^ the latt«r efaa-^ 
eiAted beyond all eoneealmeiii. I Itnew^ 
tbat bowerer tiiose wko b&w m« every day 
might deceiTe tbeniMbes^ m pMsentkig. tbie 
flfbadow to his eyes> whose a^e&t bean 
once Iwcbed with oelom^s yet »or« gtow« 
ifirg, a fofia tfien ri^ with (fee gffts of 
Hfiture^ yoodlt> and hop(9^Gfe well, i knei9 
iihsti volotnes of rej^roaelies wevo coQtaitied 
in a single look ! 

B entered the Presence Chaoaber^ wilhf aiii> 
idir of determinaidon, grandeur, asd com** 
posure, astonisbirtg even to myself. Sffy 
ioxA found him she alone sought in a mo-' 
ment. Essex was restmg one arm on the 
Back of the Queen's chair, in t^ sam^ 
familiar, gay, and graceful attilade^ I had 
do often seen Lord Leicester assume. His 
Aress, bold, magpifit.'ent, and martial. His 
features (oh, those fatal features ! destined 
M.4 
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lo subdue alike tny wise and^erroaeous reso-^ 
ItHions) lighl^ up by every emotion youtb/ 
softness, pride^ aod pleasure ever blended. 
His fine eyes lightly glancing over each 
surrounding object^ fi^xed at .last on me— - 
fixtdi I may well say^ — how deep^ bow^ 
deadly^ was the effect of that single look I 
«^hi« unfinished speech ta the Queen be-" 
Qame annihilated, while bis- quivering lips^ 
in broken sounds, breathed forth nnutter-^ 
able anguish. — Suprize, tenderness, grief,— ^ 
•h, more than grief !—agony-^Jiased away 
the bright expression of happiness from 
tyexy perfect feature^ and flooded his eyea 
in a moment.^No longer remembering the 
place, the Queen, the circle, be started 
forward, and almost in the act of kneeU 
ing, felt the absurdity, and vanished — with 
him too^anished every trace of that mis'*; 
applied reason which had so strongly im*. 
pelled me to this strange revenge. They 
told me, I suffered myself to be led to the^ 
chair of the Queen, who no sooner in the 
common form presented me her hand, thaoi 
. I haughtily repelled it, and fixing my eye* 
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on her with a dreadful meaaingy gave a 
4eepgroan^ and sunk senseless atherfeet^ 
£Iizabeth started up in high indigoationj, 
and reproaching Lord Arlington a^ii not less 
mad than myself^ in thus obtruding me upon 
her, retired precipitately to her closet. Not 
much more sensible than his wife/ througl^ 
astonishment at a conduct so unexpected 
on my part^ he soon so far recovered hii 
facultijes^ as to take the advice of hi^ 
friends, in trying to appease the Queen; 
committing me to the care of those around 
me« By this means alone be escaped wit- 
nessing a scene which touched the sensibi* 
Ilty of every spectator. My friends borq 
me through the great gallery^ as the way 
jQQOst convenient ;^in the anti*chamber lead^ 
ing to it, the unhappy lover I had taken ^ 
{barbarous satisfaction in wounding, had 
thrown himself on a couch to recover at 
leisure, A presentiment of the fact as tli^ 
i^roud approached, made him eagerly start 
pp, and resigning himself to the impressidq 
of the moment, he rushed through them al), 
and snatching me with impetuosity fropq. 
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those who h^-Id me^ plaeell me \h» tlk« 
eottcb^ und kneeliiig b^ide it> sought t& 
rfe-animftte my chilled -iseafles with burniitg^ 
" fears and agomzed embrtices. A thousilhd 
times, he ertlled me ''bit dear betrothed 
fove— his ttmrdeiied precious. Ellinor,— here 
is some black artifice, some diabolical vil- 
lainy in this business;/' would be cry, start-- 
iug up haughtily, aud throwing his infiamed 
eyes around, in dreadful search of him who 
happily was absent: ^'Oh,^ if 1 find it so,**- 
^dded he, *' they shall not 'scape whj^ 
severed usT' • By vagile and rash exclama- 
lions, he thus published the chief incident 
of our unhappy sJtory ; White I alohe, stiH 
insensible, heard not the well-known Voice 
I once fancied the grave only^ could clos6- 
my ear' to. 

This scene, which every following mo^ 
ment threatened to make fatal, was at last 
interrnpted by the appearance of tiady 
Pembiroke, The excellent understandrng. 
^f that amiable woman, had made her fitMl: 
the first concider my desire of appearing at* 
Court (feveii while unapprized of its mo^ 
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lives) as the wild kart of an unsettled mind; 
flfee had employed intreaty and argument irv 
*vain to make me give it up ;^ finding the 
project alike agreeable to Lord Arlington 
and myself,, she became silent on the sub- 
ject, but declined accompanying me, andt 
dreading some strange event, retired to hev 
own ' apartments in the palace, to tremble 
for it in secret. The news of my having 
firightened the Queen, and broke up the 
Cdurt, immediately reached her there. 
However offended at my obstinacy, she 
was shocked at its effects, and" readily 
emerged to serve and save me, if possible. 
Pressing through the astonished croud, the 
ibnil extravagance of Lord Essex continue ^ 
ally increased, she beheld me in his arms,. 
tmd heard his lamentation. Amazement in . 
Iier collected mind is but a momentary emo-- 
tton; "What are you doing, .my Lord?*' 
. said she, with an air which recalled even, 
him— ^' is this the way to recover the senses, . 
-or reason of this dear unfortunate ? remem- 
ter the respect due. both to her and yourself,, 
atrd. leave her entirely to my care.** Neither/ 

M.ft 
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prayers nor anger warped her from, recti* 
tude : she commanded her servants to bear 
me to her barge, and' followed me herself. 
The distracted Essex held her by force, 
and vainly solicited leave to attend me. 
With a dignity which eminently distin^ 
guishes that charming woman, she chid biiti 
for a madness not less extravagant than 
my own, though far more censurablci and 
requested her Lord to. pay him an eqmd 
attention. 

The women who followed me into the 
barge sprinkled me with water; that and 
the open air gradually revived those facul- 
ties so long dormant, that they seemed 
gone for ever. I feebly Jifted my head 
from the bosom of Lady Pembroke, and 
wondered awhile hbw I came there. A 
thousand gloomy uncertainties occurred to 
my mind, and a flood of tears at last so far 
relieved me, as to suffer it to fix on th^ 
fact. Lady Pembroke, perceiving I was 
capable of attending to her, spared me the 
trouble of enquiring into the past scene bj 
relating it ; with ^uch comments as an en- 
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]ftrged and tender heart would naturally 
dictate. My pulses were yet low, and her 
gentle admonitions made a due impression. 
.*' Review, the whole of this wild i^cheme, 
Itoy dear Ellinor," said she, '^ and 1 think 
you will unite with me in calling it so. The 
Queen, (be3^ond your revenge in this world) 
can amply retaliate on every one dear to 
you, for the temporary alarms and vexa^ 
tions you cause .her. From the eyes of the 
noble Essex you have snatched away a ban- 
dage, which saved both him and you'rself 
from danger. I have hitherto suffered you 
to imagine him unfaithful and guilty, be* 
cause anger in your situation, must be a 
much less dangerous emotion than love. 
His whole soul is once more awakened, and 
I Would in vain now affect to deceive eilher 
him or you^ — he will he heard — ^he will even 
be seen, if to the rash ardour of his temper 
you do not oppose the most inflexible pru^ 
dence— Alas, my sweet friend, wiiat dire- 
ful conflicts do I see before you! — cour 
fiicts that the strong and untried soul would 
wish to shrink from — ^how then shall your 
wounded spirit— *'—'' Fear not/' answer- 
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•d I, -nerved by the oceiwion, ^^ my dedr^ 
my watcbfol mooitress. Born for conflict^ . 
I seem only to exist by tbat mental action^;, 
and though I lament with yon the inyin- 
etble obstinacy which has once more thns^ 
involved me; yet believe me I seem bet- 
ter able to hear every evil which may re- 
tolt from the vindication of Essex^ than 
the dreadful weight of liis supposed in-- 
gratitude* For every otber-^rfamity I had 
beeg accustomed to. prepare my heart.— 
That hearty cherished by tears and softness,, 
Marled not into excess till those sources- 
were d'ried up. Ah, open again every, 
sluice of pleasure! Tell me that Essex is. 
indeed innocent, unaltei-ed ! Tell me that 
he is still the incomparable being my youth- 
ful fancy first worshipped! — Tell me in 
short' the whole triith, and see if my 
soothed senses are not equal to the con* 
fidefice.'/ — "How little reason do these 
eager 'exclamations, these impassioned tears 
and glowing cheeks, give me to think so,**^ 
wistfully replied the sweet Lady Pembroke ; 
^perhaps, were it yet in my choice, f: 
should still resoltei Co deceive you ; bxit: in. 
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», ! ftotr reveafing all, 1 am only befbfehaitd 

d, i wrth him, who in tenderly urging a just m- 

B| r dication of his conduct, would elfectnally 

n- . ye-eslabli«h himself in your aflfections, Uy 

m the ntter ruin ottht little peace Heaven has. 

ctr I allowed you. 

[«- The desperate state of my health s^ 

as , Utt time when yourself and sister so unac- 

B* coantably vanii^faed, made my Lord guards 

tj ag^ainst my obtaining that informatiori withv 

the utmost caution ; and ,the first alarm I ^ 
s, received was. from the sudden return and: 

cs perpetual visits^ of the Earl of Essex.- — 

y These were often at odd and impropeti 

b hours, and" generally began or ended with> 

it a private conference. A continuance of 

K iJiis conduct> even after I was able to quit? 

B ' my apartment) gave me a disgust to your. 

lover I did not conceal from my Lord; 
He pleade4 the affliction of Essex as his- 
only and indeed sufficient excuse, and thus . 
I ! laid himself open to> my enquiries, which 

.soon obliged him, to own the whole troths • 
Its deep effect on me made Lord Pembroke 
congratulate' hhnself on having, thus long 
concealed it. My agitation and afiection 
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soon reconciled me to Essex, and unite4 
me in his views. Wholly engrossed by ibe 
hope of finding you, every day gave <birth 
to a new project in one or the other. How 
many disappointments did we experience I 
Yet the fertility of h is imagination being only 
equalled by the wardith of his heart, no 
jtoil discouraged him ; and adopting lall his 
aerial plans, I urged him to perseverance^ 
taking pleasure in heaping fuel on a. flame 
prudence should rather have stifled. News 
happily arived of Lord Leicester and Ma- 
tilda, which renovating every hope in both 
him and me, I joined the deluder self in 
assuring him that he was destined to restore 
you to the noble exiles, and in receiving 
your hand to unite himself at once In their 
happiness and fate. 

The romantic heroism interwoven in his 
character made him readily listen to these 
pleasing delusions, till a strange rumour 
reached us one day that you had be^n mar-^ 
rled to Lord Arlington, in the presence of 
Lord Burleigh, and left by him at St. Vin-» 
cent's Abbey. Impressed with the «tronges^ 
jreliance on your faitb^ Essex asserted it iq 
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the warmest terms^ and seemed ready to 
fly to the spot where it was reported you 
yet existed. The, paleness of my com- 
plexion reproved his. implicit confidence; 
The name of Burleigh — ^the remembrance 
that Arlington had lately quitted the Coarfe 
r-that intuitive sense which arranges and 
c^mbine^ a thousand important nothings^ 
^nding to stamp a sad conviction more in^. 
stantaneonsly than one can pronounce a 
sentence — ^now proved to me the truth o£ 
this« Lord Pembroke pirpposed going to 
the Minister^ and . thus deciding the pointy 
We gladly consented : and E^sex traverse 
ing the room in great agitation during the^ 
^nterval^ found a thousand reasons to justify 
his opinion; so .cautiously collected as 
shewed he was not. without a secret fear, 
jLord Pembroke fit length returned, and 
confirming the fatal news^ added that Lorci 
Burleigh had shewn him the. contract, 
signed by both, But what was the pale^ 
ness impressed on my couatenance to that 
which spread over the ilorid complexion of 
your lover at this fatal confirmation ! Th^ 
»ilent 5tru§;gle iu bis soul surely combipe<i 
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every ffwng of ctealh without aftbrding i^ 
idie& Speech and colour at Inst returned ; 
kifl cheeks sow glowed, with indigiietieii^ 
w]»le his lips tsevkbled with ttaQsports of 
bittemesft and -grief. He quitted us pre- 
#ipitaJtel j^ aad my Lord devoting himself 
lo assuage my sorrow^ was not imifiedi- 
ately seasibl« pf the departure of oar fr)eti<i» 
Alas'! could either of u$, possibly Ha^^ 
mspected the iMe^ the Imtowerd fate Ihat 
awaitedhimi 

« The moment hard Bssex f^ios abruptly 
^Wed" our house, b^ basteneJ to that of 
Sit ¥viknm WaWftgham, where he foand 
dttly Lady Sydney> wfco sectctly ai> sensible 
<if bis merit as she had before beat of mjt 
irother V J^eteitetf him "wfth eqnai Sttrprhse 
and pleasure. Without entetiug into the 
Ittotives whieh htSuenced his conduct^ he 
tagerly tendered himself to her acceptance. 
Her objectious ' were those of due who 
trished to be peisuad^d, and he wourd nei- 
ther hearof demurer del dy : his owti chap- 
lain was quickly sammoned, and the mar- 
iiage solemnized in a manner almost as- 
iwdden and solitary as your own. Ah, 
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faEaL marriages both ! beginning and end- 
ing in tears !-^ This new* broke upon us 
with the morning. Lord Pembroke wa^ 
astounded. I recommended to him to 
hasten to the wretched bridegroom, and 
Reconcile his mmd to the unlucky choice 
he had thus precipitately made, ere rash- 
expressions of grief or disappointment should 
ifousc that turbulent spirit which had made 
my amisible * brother's philosophy so sooa 
give 'way to disgust. Well we' knew the 
fiery ^oul of Esse< would spurn at such a 
)!>ond^e, however voluntary. 

The contempt and coldness both Lord 
Pembroke and myself had alwaCys shewn. 
%o this imperious woman,, who first intro- 
duced dlseord into a family before dis- 
iRrigliish^d by unanimity^ rend^i^ed this a 
gr^at eftoit of frieftdship. Ihe time lost 
iti teconeiling our feeling* to this conde- . 
scension made it wholly usefess. xMy Lord 
found Sir Frauds alnjost annihilated with 
surprize, and understood at once that hisK. 
daughter was in fits> and Lofd Essex gone,. 
Unable wholly to cbnceat the anguish that 
l^reyed oti his spirits, and flattering himself 
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that a generous confidence in his bride 
might in time cement tjieir anion by the 
charm of esteem at Jeast^ Essex had laid 
open bis whole heart to her. The mortal 
hatred she ever entertained both for your* 
self and sister^ she wanted judgment at thii 
period to stifle. The melancholy Essex, 
,who sought for pity, not passioQ, now in- 
cautious defended her he had unwasrily ar-; 
i:aigned. The vindictive temper , pf his 
bride blazed forth in all its- littleness, and 
the quarrel rose ' so high, that early the 
next morning he ordered his horses, and 
calling her at once ^' bis error and his pu^ 
nishment," he took his leave with the bitter 
remark, " that he followed in all things, thq 
fate of Sir Philip Sydney." A reproach Tike 
this might well shock the most callou^ 
heart : it threw Lady Essex into fits. — Re; 
gardless qf this, her lord mounfed, ancf 
departing with the utmost swiftness, , was 
soon out of the reach both of frieadg an4 
enemies. 

The Queen, who became every day mor^ 
partial to Essex than she bad been to the 
former one, insensibly bad suffered him iQ 
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lake, both in her heart and Court, the placfe 
of Lord Leicester. It was the opinion of 
many that she intended to marry him , 
and the rage this step of his excited in 
her, lent force to the extravagant con- 
jeeturci Deeply, resenting alike his hasty 
marriage and abrupt departure, she ba- 
nished his Lady the Court; nor did Sit 
Francis escape a reprimand, however unde- 
fservingit. 

Essex soon fitted out some ships, with 
which he joined Drake and Norris ; and hiS 
fame daily endearing him more to the 
Queen, she could hardly support that ap- 
pearance of resentment she thought due , 
to his temerity, and inc*essantly languished 
for his return. 

We soon had letters from the Earl, ac- 
fcnowledging the rash step lie had taken 
in marrying, and that to avoid blushing 
for it in our presence he had thus exiled 
himself.^ Though pride made him still 
ispeakof you with acrimony, it was obvi- 
ous, from the tenor of the whole letter, 
that he • had quitted England no less to 
Avoid seeing you then Uvipg with the 
6 



womaa he bad invested with a kgal ]%ht to 
make him unhappy. The generous anxiety 
he shewed for your sister in sending^ even 
at this junctureji Six Waker Curtis once 
more to Rouen^ with directions to spare 
neither trouble or money tx> discover Ma- 
tilda^ was another new. instance, of thfit 
iK^ilrty of mind.^ which always graces, even 
his faults. Consecrating his cares to a 
more noble pursuit than love^ he thus sought 
to fill Up the void^ the aching void^ that 
}>lighted passion had left in his heart. 

He was not born for inaction ; and soon 
his daring spirit employed the thoughts of 
the whole natieti ; when Elizabeth^ who 
jcnew too well that its present exertions 
were but the wild efforts of disaippointtnent 
^nd despair, relaxed at once from, all lier 
apparent rigour, and recalled him. Dis^ 
gust had simk so deep^ that he still hesi- 
te\Hd, and nothing but her peren^tory 
•commaud could induce him to return* 
While in daily jex;p^ctation of biro, I re- 
*ceiv^d your first letter. It contained not ^ 
,word that could rDfcNfm me o£ your real 
^il^atijfim^ or the xoiotii^es of «n action so 
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- eccentric, as yxiwr acceptance of Lord Ar- 
iingtoo. Your long sikmce, y^itr obscfir^ 
and laconic epistle; the etrong desire 1 bad 
to^e tramjttillky rert<»ijed to jwirself and 
yonr lover, though faappinesff had escaped 
toth, made me resolve to shew him the 
letter, in which he was not 'evei^ named^ 
if once the subject arose ; from this 1 « 
guessed that he would moat probably con^ 
cltrde your marriage with your own free 
will, as well as the retired stile of your pre- 
isent life. An opportunity soon offered ^ 
jnor was I mistaken in my Judgment. Lord 
Essex perused your epistle in silent asto- 
nishment, and the conviction it conveyed 
produced a surprlang alteration in his mind 
and manners. No i^ytiii^tom of either pride, 
passion, or disappointment, from that mo* 
j ment, has been vigible in bis conduct. Con- 

] forming at once to his fate, lie profited by 

4he indulgence of *e. Queen, and resolved 
i 4o live decently with his wife, if not hap. 

fHly. Never si»ce bave i heard your name 
from bis lip9--t knew twt^that it lived even 
in bis heart ; and finding this artifice so 
<rticc«ssf«l with one, I resolved to try it 
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with tbe other« When you related to me 
the cruel iicticm by which Lord Borleigh 
wrought upon your feeliogs^ what purpose 
ivottid it have answered to inform you^ that 
Essex was never concerned in any plot- 
never imprisoned^ much less condemned. 
The high «ense you enteirtained of a sacri* 
fice^ apparently nnvalaed by bim^ made it 
improbable that any explanation^ or even 

' conversation, should take place between 
minds thus deeply and justly offended with 
each other. How then was I chagrined to« 
see you, on your arrival in London, fondly 
nourish somfe mifathomable project, which 
threatened wholly to defeat mine ! .Find- 
ing all advice inefiectual, I thought it juiost 
judicious to leave ^our mind to its own 
working«; hoping the gentleness of your na^ 
ture would counteract the irritation of your 
passions. Alas, jmy ^ear, this fatal day 
«hews me my error, and its extent. In boilr 
many ways will yea now wound the noble 
heart of Essex !-^Tartujred at ^once with 
the anguish of disappointed, injured Love, 
the narrow dojabts of his iintractable wife, 

.and the arrogant f igilance of . tbe Quee% 



faU life will, from Ahinxaomanty be as devoid 
9f comfort^ as il has- long been of hope; -' . 

The tender motivfts wbioh dictated this 
late confe^sipp^ BJS well as the past conceal-* 
ment; tfaefmelancholyinferenoe with wbieh 
Lady Pembroke concluded, all ma^e a deep 
impreasion pn me, and c^iied. every sluice 
of tefldemese, .to the great relief of my 
oppmfised. and burning heart. .^ Ho, my 
gi^oerdufl, amiddle :£riend>'' uistairned I in a 
more .equal tone than Lady Pembroke ex<* 
peotedj '^ I canaat misconstrue . conduel; 
whiich basever had the most upright inten** 
tk» ; and in doing justice to that of the 
irfikted Ess^x, y&a supply me motives for 
an .exertion 'I. should otherwise sink unden 
7iie necesi^y^for preventing a part of the 
evils my imprudence may occasion^ will 
recall me ita season^ honour^ and my$?elf«— 
Gh, thou!" cried f, melting into tears, **^too 
deady beloved^ toot deeply lamented^ par- 
don, me if I pass a darjc and dewy cloud 
over the bright star of- tiby ' dicftinguisfae^ 
^tane : sopn will that e«ievge with vtndU 
mifinbed sple9douf> wbile I alone shall 
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drop ia tears^ enriching the earth that hides 

me. ^And you too, most favoured among 

^vomen, in being bom to share his fate, 
ieodeavour but to make it happy/ and she 
who has DO use for life, but to weep your 
lot, will join to crown it wi A every earthly 
felicity. I find my fluctoating mind un- 
equal to entering farther on the interesting- 
subject/' concluded I, *'^ on arriving at 
home. Adieu, my dear Lady Pembroke, . 
be this embrace the pledge of mutual par- 
don : and if you have not blushed for the 
last, as well as first, time for your poor 
friend, her better self must again desert 
lier/' She strained me to the purest bosom 
that ever beat;^ and left me once more alone 
with that unstable counsellor, my own err- 
ing heart. 

The return of Lord Arlington, eicBspe^ 
rated by the rage of the Queen, and the 
surmises of the Court, tried my firmest 
resolutions : perhaps even those would have 
been unequal to the conflict^ but that I 
f emeo^bered my promise to Lady Pembroke, 
And was determiiied to supply a bright 
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^xaiDple to that noble lover, I now con- 
sidered as equally unfortunate With myself. 
I remained from this period wholly at home, 
yet not without expecting^some intelitgeBce 
fropi liprd Essex ; though I knew not how 
he could possibly, convey it. It reached me 
lit la^t in the most ext^raordinary manner. 
Lady Pembjroke seized the first interval of 
loneliness to address me. *^ Perplexed cir- 
cumstances make strange emiss^rie^," said 
she, sighing,— ^^ who would have imagined 
that I should request to convey the letter 
of Lord Essex to you, Ellinor ? but finding 
him determined on thus addressing you/ I 
voluntarily undertook the trust, as well to 
judge of all that passed, as to prevent his 
humiliating himself apd you to wbatievfr 
servant he could bribe, and perhaps if he 
erred in his choice of a messenger, it would 
be to the ruiR of your peace and reputation. 
. Hardly hearing this generous preamble, 
nciy eager ey^s were fixed on the letter, an<J- 
I gave the fair h^d that held it the spon- 
tanequs kiss I was at first tempted to bestow 
on the precious paper.— Ah, how ^ffectipg 
n3I 
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tnece the 4^moiit»rs produced by tbe isigfat of 
that well-know^ hMid ! Mis langunge wnn 
imptmumed, oad incoherent — be aecustd 
liimsi^f^aie, the fmnd» of botb^ ^nd ihi^ 
0iv«Vi-raling' fftte wbkh aclMfed all. Me 
Htm^ asuttred that ffmd, myttery^ «uid/ii 
thoQ«a^ ^et utikiioW4i execrable arts hsii 
Htfeti ^ombitaed to s#{yfiiraie u^ He ocm* 
jurcd me to disCb ver bdSi the persons and 
tiie means* He «poke of Lord /b^Uagtoa 
ta^i^r^ a weak^ool in the h»;tids of bis 
JMire^ drafty ^nemies^ tbaxi the olgecl of 
lliat: de^p add eternal restntaieat^ ivhioh 
only ^ept liil I Applied it^ one. '' Scoito,- 
oon&B«ed< b^, ^ th^ narrow ^ejudioes <0f 
Ou«tom, md yo«r sex, nor he wboilj the. 
samfice'^of fiitwatjon. Xteiie to he »inceio> 
and ihittk an ; adherence to your fipBt sacrtsd 
t^8»0r4S^* (to19%i dear las inviokbie) the trao 
pOmt^ lioiMMir^ of celigion^ aod ni<oraIity« 
€Hi> tsall to mind the fatal n^ecnent when 
ym '%(ftt y&^9Af, inxeovahly^ from aroKI 
that;heaii(eoii6 fovmno^ns^^fe, perhaps, t^l) 
M.-^A little i$ottlldeMe> atiulefaith, h«d 
Ibte 4iiade ^odi ^ppy ; . aowy ^tus^ ^hey 



esLU ooly make u3 less miser^ftte. Y^ 
speak, my betfotb^ }me/' concladed hje-^ 
,^' tell me tkllrOjice^ more I conjure you, by 
ikQse rigb^ yottr faWbc»cl, or d^ath alonp 
can anaul, lelln3«all; a»d ia your care ^ 
the Jife which thiQbs witbixi ihis agitated 
bo$Qfla> give ro^ a «OQtiTe for wi§biqg it to" 
jytBge? -there." .1. 

A» I ]^¥¥8€4 t!u» t^^tbiiig>tJran«cript 0f 
his fout loifte Qjelfee4 wUbin i^e.-^ever- 
theirs, I reffljved te ojpMp to tb^ i^.^t' 
bftd /oroied, an4 M«tebitig « p€^j I tbi98 
rtpli#d to him : 

''lo giving you my hearts my liprd, X 
own I gaw you a right, 10 «¥iBry a^1io» ff 
my Udk, wfaicfa Idawgh «¥wtfi B)^ aiispend^ 
ijbty jp aanot ajinihtiate. -^ Alai, ih« t>i4y 
rif^t I reaerv^d to inynt lf> wa* tbat^of #!»- 
«BUng awgbt whkh eiigbt r^n^^r ya« «»- 
hftppy. Sttffar me then, to bary in this 
boaom, the eovibinatioii of fiitnl ^^ats 
which tore i»s ffom eaoh other,- Kts^^I 
tell you, that they have wriJug it e^en io 
phreii2?y; for oothing lesp eoiiW ba*e justi- 
fied the premeditated \rfiolpk I crwUy |«ve 

N 3 
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you. The deep effect of my presence^— 
perhaps (for why should I conceal it?) that 
<5f your own, join with a severe -duty ia 
telling me, that while thus circumstanced 
we must meet no more. The world/ a 
busy, partial judge, delights in beholding 
tbe execution of those painful sentences it 
imposes. Ah, chosen of my soul ! remem- 
ber its afflictions can only be completed by 
your failing in the arduous trial, I am other* 
wise resolved to sustain. Rob me not of 
the melancholy pleasure fortune still allows 
me, in whatever solitude I am henceforth 
buried^ of thinking him I iielected from all 
mankind, was every thing but an AngeK 

^^ Above -the slavery of opinion I know bo 
guide but rectitude : that tiells me,^ Heaven 

• itself will approve the efforts £ yet make to 
charm you to life, to greatness, to glory. 

: Oh, awful Father of universal being ! 

whose will alone could snatch from each 
the only object in creation, sanctify to the 
noblest purpose these dictates of my rea- 
son ; and form both for the separate lots 

' appointed us. Elevate the passions of my 
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Essex above the little motives of revenge^ 
or malice — sublime bis love into philan- 
thropy, hi* rage into heroism. — And oh, on 
the frail heart which now bleeds before thee,' 
bestow patience and resignation, so to pass 
each long day as if the next were to unite 
Uin to him, I solicit not strength to ex'pel 
hin^ from that heart — no, rather may he 
ever continue its sole object; but be his 
conduct so ennobled,^ that when both are 
called with the whole world before thy dread 
tribunal, I may look down on the mis- 
judging part of -it, and truly say y — Father, 
it is not Essex I have loved, but Virtue ia 
his person/' 

This passionate apostrophe, however 
highly wrought, was entirely calculated 
for the romantic spirit to whom it was ad- 
dressed. I earnestly besought the amiable 
Essex to suffer this to end the correspon- 
dence, which admitted not an indulgence 
beyond those conveyed in the letter; and 
gave it into the hands of my friend, with 
that sweet sense of self-applause, which 
ever attends the consciousness of having 
gone beyond a painful duty^ 
n4 
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Ye9> itlH thii d«^f sefis^ibn remains to 
m6 — it irradiated at intervals th<6 deep 
gk)om wMdb steefMs iny sotil, and cerruihi- 
tetee^y $i§bis<^S.-- — I fear I lye^ti agikki to 
WAtlcier, fo¥ my hand-writkig ^pi^ears to 
my o#n 6ye6 that of £fes(&ic.-^ — ^Oh, how 
ti^t my head, my heart ^^ms bound !— ^ 
Will no one looifen the shrunk fibres ?•— 
Harfei I« not that the Qiieen ?— No— I* 
W«s Bti^ tht Aeep v^ice of th« Winter'* 
Wind. 

P6or E^iex !— anfd did ifty tetter tttui 
ae^^ly eff^ Wmi^D'Oihk 100 fetidly pttU 

it to his lips?— Did he blisler'it wflh fail 
tlfjim?— Thoi^ I have *ed for thee, my 
k>^e> Would burVe drtmtied thee had they 
iDfeen irtesortd.^'' Dnequalkii BlKn6r--i 
^, Wbt^ Itdored ! — ^Yes^ i will purfcae thfe 
bfight Wimdeiiii^ of the putt mind I bav* 
laid^gttcid to iitisettte^ and i)e all ijfae wishes 
4ne frdm thfs <n06ierit.*'-^(Who U\A bim I 
wafldere«d then, I i^dffdri: ?— I fern !8ure i 
tfl^afs §twve firgaittstit before bim>-44hi 
flfear ahd i)rfecioos sentiitteiltg ! how liiy »Ofii 
imbibes the charih !— Havfe ybu not a pen- 



kliifi^,liit«ly Pembroke, ton^rite Am^ wofids 
in mf heart— oa »iy very heart?— ^^Oh^ I 

feel' a« weU as sets them.wAod thou %09, 
m^mpirjj Itreachecoiis memwy, for once dp 
thou retain t)ie pleasant tone of the voice 
thfit repeated them— Hot 'even Lady Pem- 
br^Ws own is so famnanious. ' 

« 1ft « # • « 

Married io Locd Aiiiogtop did you says^ 
-»*-0b, dttdb B. naroliage !.^*«Wliat did -.he 
gain by viUaiay Aod fraud P the insupport- 
able wmAefot » mid .w^retch, .whose weary 
^pkit tfaresteood e-very monbent to ^eacB^^ 
0nd leave in. his aarnis the vile dross Jie tbiis 
|MKahased;-^JUid yet iihcy teli me it is so^^ 
iie dfiags line about iwith him, and calls inie 
t^i&r^Ai^, Qh 'Ueairenfi !«-^ttt I am i:K)body^ ' 
idse, ioank thatT^^^nark that, or w>e shall 
^perhaps have mpua;d6r;'and I not tfaeve i» 
4»l6p between the fatal swofds;, aod see 
vM^bich will ibefriend me. 

Atfttildo^ I »have n«t told you about Uial f 
Htbiiiikp^bttt .1 . ain ^not very able jU(H now^ 
such a heavy sleepiness «ea}» pp ev#vy 
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faculty— and yet if I don't now, I never 
may wake more you know ^^ but I hui>c 
' waked over and over again now I. recollect^ 
till r am quite tired, and so fur oiice \ will 
• sink quietly into a slumber, and dream of ' 
vyou. 

Let me snatch a moment of resoson aod 
recollection to forward iny story.— In pnr- 
aaance pf tb^ good resolutions I had formed 
I rei)iiested leave of Lord Arlington to re- 
aide for the future wholly at St. Vincent's 
Abbey, to which he readily consented. If 
, my offered redrement did not wholly obvi- 
ate his suspicions it l<eft him at least no 
-pretence for tormenting me with them. 
His character I ever found of a common 
stamp ; credulous and mutable, yet self- 
willed and passionate : vain of the rights of 
<fais rank, without merit to distinguish them, 
he always conceived himself injured when 
another was preferr^ ; and the partiality 
:of Elizabeth towards his rival, offended 
bun ahiibst as much as diat I bad. so obvi* 
p}jfi\y expressed. 
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The generous Essex respected my peace 
and virtue so far, that after atiother fruit- 
less effort to persuade me to see him, lie 
consented to pursue the path I hid traced 
out; and satisfied of my fidelity, swore 
sacredly to cherish the sentiments I had per- 
mitted him to retain. It was needless to' 
ask partial intelligence of a man who em- 
ployed the voice of the kingdom. I had 
fortunately distinguished one, fame had. 
adopted. I therefore took a tender leaVe 
of Lady Pembroke, and mingling my part-- 
ing tears with a thousand unspoken bles- 
sings, by an effort of virtue I admired in 
Myself, I boldly encountered my fate, de-- 
termined to use effort to render it as sup- 
portable as might be. 

St. Vincent's Abbey again received me. 
This mansion Lord Arlington had pur- 
chased at the time of his marriage, less fof 
any charms he perceived in it, than tlie 
advantages- of the country round, wbioh 
supplied* him with every variety of rural di- 
version* Here I> at last began to breathe^* 
and^ forming my mind to that ^elancholjL' 
n6 . 
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WpOde> 181 Ae^ictea deKtiHy bdV^^vBt depltra- 
1)fe altewg/ I calted to my aid the susttelti- 
ittg ^rindpJes ^f religion att^ ^OhiJity. I 
nktiSed wy fteMe feet to^Ms «very SwM^ 
ilijg toisfcrrtrtite had pa^ed oVer, arid raising 
imh tiriih ^ft^, airf sdo^tng ifefe €«itt 
#ifetchfe^ ^h%* ted deprt!**l> ¥e!lecte« b<r«t 
-fh^o niy bJwrn bbsbm fbte ^dihlirtrts 1 1%aa%e- 
¥towted. I ftffeei«ed Moihe Mfc^^^K* 
Wf* tfcteir fcbiMr^n ills were weaKiy attS de- 
' folr&etf^ iCrtd Hvhile tho^ Messed wtth 9oitcl 
llerfth ^purdfed *be track of »j*6tfr> Afe 
ioJifeeA were instructed in titpestry> pcSiit, 
iMading^ MrHtt))%, kiM ^sie^ according fo 
^heit sex tikiA 'a^. Stirf6unded by >^eSe 
^Ififectki^ dbjedts, Who fh«s 'fonrtd to ^ 
liberality of art^ a cotifi^terbateiice ^ €Me 
VffkiadneSs of Mmt^te, I sooietiftfeft tbuldbed 
-my lute wtrti Wnsi£tion« ^ fi^Ktifie> *at 
fency di«perf5<*d ^fery bodily *bpfeifeyti6h 
^ti mylitlte atiditd^, ^ftd ligbltng ^p their 
iohedcs Wit^^e softest tto^ o^themolrtEfiiifg^ 
i i^eemedto d(^e the'htif&an robes of VFreUib* 
redness dtop xfff, and Hihe %Wt pidioks /<(f*' 
iiataox«dity ^i^rve H^^akdii He«veti.HS^i%^ 



iftg %y such., $kiA iiide?ed every means ia my 
^wer %6 %hu%<yttt ^he fhritless wfehe» for ioigt 
"liappiwe^s, Which %till bea?ts fervently at my 
^&n, I ttled D|> l^itli ^Rceasifig^ eini^dj^ 
befits %he lomg^ lo«i^ year. Often did my 
fettt winder to^rfeifds the cell«tid the Re(!^s9^ 
KMtkitiy ih fk^ W^ll^ltolvn ^inding« of rtiM; 
'ivdod, %ty^i^ <^ace we 43arolled %oigc*bet 
lufe^see ^ cHf^^i $et}A pteafsmn as ^^yse df 
Ihe bife^ ^roMEft>fl «9> have I pmrsed^ my 
'6)A^^ «M waAei^ with embittered tears 
^tl)fe Y^i'^iMs Memorial of i}ays that ne^er 

Go^^dFQs tkfA I ctyfM ill brook the least 
liotM;^ \BtM{trhy*nk) myccwdirct I made 
it an itif^%ufkMeT»le ¥f€?rer to pa»s the gate 
tm&o^dihpenited; y<*t fLtftd Arlington con- 
^tved itfn *tftipiftby 110 Wiis solHary a»ytem 
^teiy^Afy4!rteW5a9ed : I did not compKmieiit 
i^tii wMi A t<He1 Abearance of the few 
tUMideaietlfs 4ifiipeetice and retrrement a}- 
4o^l%4. Akts^ I '^oon iear eft from liis con- 
^diicty 'fbat jeal^osy^ the lotwii restfless and 
imwiiaie of all our passions^ mingles in Hie 
t^Mt, *e^ma wh^n ^dirWen out of the heart. 
MSai %ls 4ove taoffn ^e refinements. 
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coouiion to that pasaioR in a generous na^- 
iare^ he would have felt that au unhappy 
attachment i» nouridied by solitude and 
home : and that the person who once re*- 
folves to venture ahfoad^ shews a noble 
.resolution to contend with it. A thousand 
times he haunted my footsteps; he broke 
in upon my loneliness^ You would have 
thought he bad taken pleasure in beholding 
the tears and regret he first occasioned. 

The dotage of the Queen beeame eveiy 
day mote manifest ; and even the blow^ she 
in one of her wild transports gave £ssex» 
more disgraced herself than him.t-^Hisvin* 
trepid resentment-— his unconrtly sinceii^ 
—his. haughty retirement— ^^e very action of 
his life confirmed that admiration I still 
thought myself entitled to cherislu The 
unbounded, po^er he afterwards possessed 
when reconciled,, shewed the extravagance 
of her. attachment ;.' and £li2abeth^ cruel, 
inexorable to me. in every: other instance^ 
crowned to her. own^ disgrace in tbis^ the 
only wish she had permitted me to retain*. 

After several ineffectual efforts to gain 
distinction at. Courts Lord Arlington coor* : 
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'Oeived himself injared^ and by retiring 
. wholly into the country, persecuted me the 
,year. round with his company. But not 
having a taste for. the sciences, nor any of 
those Resources a strong understanding in* 
voluntarily supplies, even to the unfortu- 
nate, he ejcisted only while empIoyed.^ 
Hawking, hunting, and fishiug spun oHt 
the tedious years, and a rustic company 
often closed the evening with intoxication. 
That apathy my exhausted passions bad 
now sunk into, appeared to his undiscerR- 
, ing mind content ; . and a» bis own love 
abated, he fancied mine increased ; tJll Ive 
made a discovery that his mo^t needy para 
site never seconded-^namely, iJiat we were 
at length entirely happy. 

To coo^firm this surprising ha|>piness, 
(which existed only in his ow» fitncy, and 
perhaps owed its origin to continual inebrii* 
ation)he resolved to exterminate those ruins 
where I had owned I passed my childhood,, 
and which, he thopghtj ^ill Jceptali ve embit-^ 
tered remembrances, time would' otherwise 
extinguish. Hts steward' suggested thai 
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tbe tnmteiials <were irauited to mttisL a ji&mini- 
isicbmre in the neigbboiiiiiiOQil^. and that tbe 
4sattiag down ibe 8unroui>abig JHrooikj-nmr 
qgrowA lo vaioabk ftimlaer^ voilU imofe than 
^o'swer to tfae «KpeMe mcurned; «4iile new 
^laoUtiofls wouU at ooee tifieo tfae pros- 
fleet on, that «Mle Aia Abbey^ and deprm 
'me of an inatwtirtty ;obj«et of aflbotlte^ ef .' 
^hich Lond Arlington jrtUl eob^fFteiiied a 
jeah»wy -as exieaKsWe as ^epostsmoKSL. 

Tbb fUMfosl^l met wkh tbe jsttoqge#t of- 
poaHkn .frttoi mefinjevdry aoeonat ; ^twaa^ 
^dreadAtl to think «f iiimifailEtkig ewrjr 
trace of my ymath; eKorgr i^1i9act vAuoh 
. eoakd aemtad dne thai I bad ever ibeenJae- 
lov^d.ac (eaai\6Glisd. To dltatoii the caacanod 
ashes of my early pi;i»loctor^ and ^aJie 
ibem exposed W the wiiub of .Hewirien, ^d 
itbe haodjs of tbe labwngf* fflj i l i% wa$ gnej^ 
jaore dreadful M me to lisfae ibe tttUe 
|>eaGe j[.bad«bae»«ab)e. Aaioolteet i«Mi Am& 
wjceok of all «^ hope(^-Ht(^ luibe: iNfiabet^ 
ivhi^ were j^basps jtar^A^^ 'i»t# teie^iaiir 
ivma^-^to tea^t I^Mcd :B$m^ t(^ ib994fck Jd^ 
|u»m)se I .had W£OJ)g -frqm . bim<*.iii >rii|^V 
to take tbe most remote chance of ^aia 
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beholding the chos»i of my heart^-for t0 
pfewiii tbe An^y regret I might expen*- 
enoe at being a f^ectator of this dtsagiee^ 
able »etaniorpliK>sis iir my fevourite spot^ 
hotd. Arling^boo was d^bermiiied to take 
me for that tiifoe to Loadon. In vain I 
jreoioi^trated ; the stronger my disgust 
appeared the less he^ iioagiiied he bad. I» 
diisad; itor auong Im whole roujid of 
tuppositioils^ <mce thought it possible tbat 
I could fear myself. Painful expevienee 
now reminded ate tliat the least hint. on 
thift sul^ject woald be niiii>* Md eveif 
^bdr reason lathtfr slreiigtbeateg bis leb* 
sigi, I was coo^pelM tq jieM to it.-^ 
fi#w rtedily^ with ev«ry pasdia^ mik^ 
vedarlied tbe dear babttoal inpreMow J 
Mjr qiuekened palsas i^Bwt again abimiilad 
by my hmti^ and i briieM i^ren the fsimst 
sirithotit dfsgiMt, beonuse Sssex reignef 
there. Lady P«dibtoke met me with an 
•fflbrace tmtber time nor abwnoe had 
billed* She Surveyed uy amended looka 
wiUi infinite satisfaetioti ; and iattctod 
herself beeaate I was no longer a speotm 
1 was happy. Ab, ttoch-erriag fri^ndi 
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the embers of that fatal fire tears had ai» 
most quenched, agiuo were gradually re- 
lighting! I felt almost disappointed at 
hearing Essex was still on the seas — that 
crowned with victory at Cadiz, hiis valour 
liad only, been surpassed by his conduct. 
The sensation this news excited rendered 
me sensible of the precipice on which I 
stood, and thanking Heaven most devoutly 
for his absence, I acknowledged in it my 
safety. 

The few friends fortune had lefl me 
^nrelcomed) my retum with ardour ; and in 
their society my subdued spirila might have 
found sonde relief had I been permitted an 
unlimited share of it;, but Lord Arlingtom 
saw the woxld in a iiifferent point of view 
wheB mingling with it and at a distance^ 
The haUt of being informed of every em- 
iployment of mine be did not witness had 
liow grown upon him so strongly, that belaid 
an einbargo on n^ time, and suffered none 
of it to be passed out of his own- house 
without he was; of ^the party. Indignalioa 
was by nature the marking feature^ of my 
WuU Alas, what sufferings had it already . 
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entailed upp^ me. This glaring insuh at 
once shocked my feelings and struck at my 
principles. Those traits of bitterness and 
wildness I had strove to obliterate in soli- 
I tude and silence again appeared in my cha- 

I xacter. I became stillen and impenetrate 

I "^for my own sake I forbore violence and 

error, but 1 no longer cared whether I was 
Supposed to do so. Perhaps Lord Arling- 
ton was not so culpable as he at first ap;- 
peared; for the hatred of the Countess df 
Essex inexorably pursued me. From the 
fatal moment when I fainted at Court she 
believed herself hcensed in her injurious 
turmises. They had long known no bounds ; 
wd expecting her Lord home daily^ she by 
remote and artful insinuations poisoned ike 
mind of mine to secure her from any dan- 
ger should Essex arrive. 

Weak and misjudging woman ! — Had 
she generously sympathized in the cruel 
events which robbed me of happiness to 
cast it away on her, my melting heart wouM 
have spent its last breath in wishing that 
, happiness perpetuated. The purest miod 
-alone attracts the venom of the world, aa 
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the' ether tile '♦apoors of the earth.; hut 
like that^ uokss agitaled to a ft^ia^ it 
soon recoTers Us clearness, and ktseQsbly 
l^turns in hkasin^ t^ gro65nes6( it ex- 
haled. FaK frooi mefditaiiag any iajury Ip 
the Coant^sa of E$ft«x I respected too 
mach ilie peaee of h^r bmibaod's mnA vo^ 
. hinmrily to reoaU to bi^ renxettfaraaee a 
W^etdi hefH buA to d;esti:^jr it; 

Ne^recAakaa I did not think vktiie bei- 
aelf would, inefase me aoe Htde satii^iGtiOfi 
I cottkl not Imt dmie : a ptdare af ^ 
atoisung of CMia, bad boen diraint by « 
Spaaiab |»^tmr Uiam iherej aiiid trat bQr 
Bnm to Laid Pembroke. Amottg the 
maay jiosttailB it paeaerwd Ua tfiro ima the 
Jttoft oe»yiffMnn; and cvary one pra* 
aoQiiced it the £n€8t -eirer dmm I k at- 
tracted the cariosity ^ aU lewkn of peoplr, 
aad the gaUary it mm pfau^ in /was 
acarcdiy. ever enapty* It vat $0 mscb dbe 
topic of dtacaorae that fiuhiGn aauat liave 
exciied a det^e in me to lee it had mj 
heart been imatereiled. Yet the unrea- 
aonabie Jealouty of Lord AcitiigtOEa pom^ 
idemaod rue to sikoce^ sot darod I pro* 



|$dse *v}siimg Lady.Peoibroke'at this crisisj^ 
lest the deskre should be construed into a^ 
pfocrf of metMl gmh. My nature spumed 
at ibe cofiittraitit to whidh I found myself 
sul^cfted; and <myiimiable friend (fearful 
that . I should sufl^ in my intellects more, 
severely for the self-denial tham I possibly ^ 
ooald for tihe indulgence) planned a method 
liy which shethotigbt the ill effects of either 
guarded 'against. 

TEhe *Queen gave an entertainment at 
Qneremrich'OTJ the marriage of one of her 
faTourites, to which she invited the ivhole 
Gonrt ; and a iwrriety of masquers and other 
eotertaijimcnts -were projected. — Lady 
Pembroke could not dispense with ap- 
pearing there, nor could Lord Arlington. 
Convinced that he must for once be safely 
absent, she proposed calling in her barge 
ere she went to Greenwich, and convey- 
ing me to het honse, where she could 
leave me in :tbe gaHery, with orders to her 
. sepvafite to attend me home whenever I 
piectsed. 

In this prcject there* was nothing dis- 
bonourable er uosafe^ -and I temforaced it 
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readily. Lord Arlipgton, I knew, was to 
be at Greenwich in liie morning, as the 
bridegroom was his relation ; and I waited 
for the appointed moment with an. impa- 
tience those on)y who live lilce me who)e 
years upon a look can judge of. 

liady Pembroke executed this design 
with as much facility as ^he had formed it ; 
and passing on to Greenwich, committed' 
me to the care of her family, who .were 
told that it was my intention to copy a 
beautiful drawing of their. Lady fix^ up 
in the gallery. How disdainful of mystery 
is a truly noble soul ! I stopt short on the 
t}ireshold ; and could I without singularity 
have ventured immediately to return, I 
had not entered the house. It was silent 
and solitary; all but the inferior domestics 
having followed either th^ir Lord or Lady. 
The servants who conducted me locked 
the door by which I. entered to guard me 
from intruders, to whom this^ picture had 
accustomed them. Ah, how lively was my 
emotion to behold the features indelibly 
impressed on my heart, perpetuated with 
almoj^t the same strength and truth! la 
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thfi act of wresting a sword (tbe inflamed 
eye of him who held it^ shewed had a mo- 
ment before been pointed at the English 
General's bosom), Essex proudly looked 
down on tbe surrounding Spaniards, whose 
impassioned gestures supplicated for the 
life of him who had*, thus immediately at- 
tacked the conqueror. — ^' Ah, Heaven,** 
cried I fearfully, bursting into tears, ^' bare 
Pthus long dreamt of glory— honour — ^im- 
mortality — nor considered the dangers by 
which thou must acquire themf'V — — 
" Waste not those precious gems on sense- 
less canvas," said a Toice to which my 
heart was born to vibrate — *^ behold thy 
Essex himself— thy faithful Essex ; as truly 
thine as when this soft hand* first returned 

his ardent pressure." ^Alas, my sister, 

what a vicissitude of powerful emotions 
took posst*ssion of my soul and set every 
feature at an event so unexpected ! Fear 
and horror were however prevalent, and 
seemed to check the sweetnei^ of again 
beholding bim ; for "though my eyes sur- 
veyed his form, my heart for the first time 
s^med to shut him out, and fold itself ^p 
5 
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'm utter darkness.**^'' Ypu speak not, 'my 
bdovedP' added be; '^ ob^ - satisfj my. 
agonised hearty and let me think jou kBow< 

Ae !" ^'' Know you ? Ah, E«sex," fal- 

teiied Ij cedbubHng my tears, ^' can angfat 
Isttt the grave obliterate those festUxw&iStqm 
my tiiemory i Perhaps ^i^en dial wantei 
the powei^-p-biit a tlious^id nameless mise* 
Bes make me shrink from the moment*^ 
mate my terrified soul Bhrink even i^m 
yofl/'r-*—'* Collect yoursdf, my wordiipped 
Ellinor,*' resumed. be, *' believe me J come 
not an artful, blaitk'seducer-*^0hance, aud 
chancie only has crowned wishes so long 
sniMQfiilited'to your will, ^- It would not sufieii 
thcae sacred sighs to become ccmraK)n air, 
those lovely tears to fall upon ^e earlh^*- 
ii; sent me here to pr4>fit by indulgences 
yon were willing to bestow on my slia* 
cbw/--*-^'* If I withhold them from your- 
self,^ returned I, endeavouring to collect 
my fluttered thpughts, ''impute it not tO' 
my will, but to the o^er-ruling £ste.>whieh' 
hsfl tocn us froxn ea«h other. Oh, fissex, 
ki tts not venture once to look behind^ 
bttt consider osaiy thepresent. The time 
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tile place,, the person^ would stamp me 
with ignominy if discovered, and destroy 
the only pride, the only consolation fortune 
kas left me. I have long ceased to live to 
the world and to myself; but to my God 
and you I y«t owe. an exertion of the 
principles be gave, and you called into ac- 
tion." ' 1 rose, deeply disordered, and 

attempted to draw away my hand ; but his 
firmer nerves obstinately retained the trem- 
bling prisoner ; and my beart being unable 
to resist his piercing solicitations for a few 
minutes, I sat down once more with him 
by my side. — Good Heavens, while I re- 
late this it appears a mere vision !-^Did I 
jreally see Ess^x ? — ^Were my senses really 
xevived by that voice so long forgotten^ ex- 
cept when fancy recalled it ?— Ah ! I have 
had but too sad a conviction that this has^ 
heen, however strange and impossible, it 
appears."—'' Wrong me not with sup- 
posing I would entrap you^my sweet love," 
said he^ '' I, am even now arrived in Eng- 
ian(l; nor did I foresee^ when I yielded 
to pique ixk a secset return^ how great, a 

VOL, II. o 
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happifiefts I should ensQre to myself.-^ 
DisgQftted with the injnslice of the dott^- 
i»g Queen^ (who has graced Howm4 
with the laurels won by me,) I res^lyed 
to ^ail my friends secretly together, a^L 
Pembroke is just gone to collect t^ea^-*- 
at middight all ape to meet here, and agree 
on the way most lively to puliish her im^ 
lair deci3ia». By a faappiness in iny fof« 
tane^ lungutased by bim, and tialbveasea 
hy myself, we walked in this gatiery trhik 
cansaltiog, and when left atooe, the fa- . 
tigae of my journey aaade sm fhr^w my** 
self on the coueb in ye^ window, and 
draMr the caftaiA to tnd«i^ the drowsi- 
neai wMi mhich I was deksed. H^w aweet>* 
ly wa» my slumber <KMiiibed by be^ who 
kast btfolten m many wMi som>w! Btsar 
wis the sutpri^ze wMv trhidi i saw her 
anter ; I daw th^caieftil sefvftfit, sis if a6- 
tiialed by loVe, ^nd^iie her, ^nd wetiat^. 
"EivtFaiie^d with a {irldasnre which afaiesft 
43aok from me th^ povfet ef- inoftion, { 
MMd het lovely ef^ ^xfed M nty kv- 
IMHtiiitt. I sttWj^ er rttrti^.I fcif^ 
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tbe teader expressions her unguarded soul 
uttered. — What drewy ages have elapsed 
since my eyes have been thus permitted^ 
to fix themselves on hers — since in this 
dear hand I grasped, the blessing that Zi'as 
to have given value, as well as happiness^ 

to my future life." ^^ Alas, my Lord," 

resumed I, ^' recollect that tho$e pleasant 
days, those flattering hopes, those dear 
wishes^ a higher power has annihilated ; — 
Qor while the tie which robbed you ^f this 
trembling hand subsists, can I suffer il to 
be thus pressed in yours. Yet recollect, 
at the same moment, the influence you 
9till have over my heart— an influence vir*' 
tue alone contests with you. — Ah, gentle 
Essex, fix not an angry eye upon me ; — 
you know not the wound you give — the 

horrors you may occasion." rThe 

wild accent of my voice struck even my 
own ear; and not daring to trust it with 
another syllable, I strove to bury my agi- 
tation and sensibility in silence. — Alas! 
nature was too highly wrought. — ^A suffo- 
cation more 4)ainful than faintiag ensu^sd ; 
o « 
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and agonized with surprize^ tendernefis, 
and fear, Essex would have called loudly 
for assistance. I retained just sense enough 
tp prevent him ; and jthrowiiig open a 
window, he then sought to recover me 
y vows of implicit obedience. My facul- 
ties were almost restored, when a noise 
at the door made me wish them for ever 
annihilated. No longer able to consider 
the just or proper, I threw myself for 
shelter into those arms that gladly open- 
ed to receive me, and buried my face in 
the satin cloak of Essex. The voice 
I dreaded rushed upon my ear, and in- 
creasing my terror, caused me to grasp 
my safeguard more closely. — A danger 
too pressing for apologies obliged that 
generous lover to throw me from him. — 
I opened my fearful eyes, soon fixed by 
horror; to behold the swords of Lord 
Essex and Lonl Arlington pointed at 
each other's bosoms. Why did not my 
frail and erring reason at this perilous 
moment forsake me? Alas, I was never 
more sepsible of agony and terror? — I 
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, liotight the cry I sent forth must be mor- 
tal ; but perceiving it insuflScient either to 
kill me or prevent the bloody conflict^ I 
started . up and forcibly flung myself be- 
tween their swords :— that of my husband 
pierced my shoulder, while his more skil- 
ful adversary wounded and disarmed him. 
Inured to every kind of misery save this, 
I beheld my streaming blood with a dis- 
may unknown before ; and from the 
falntness it occasioned, never doubted but 
that I approached the period so often 
wished for, and pronounced myself dy- 
ing. — Then raising my/ eyes to the pale 
statue of Essex, who resting on the two 
swords, huiig in silent agony over me, I 
adjured him to vindicate my fame; and 
beseeching the Almighty to receive my 
guiltless spirit, and crown his future days 
with that honour and happiness 1 alone 
had interrupted, I turned towards the err- 
ing wretch beside me, . with whose flow- 
ing blood mine mingled, and having at- 
tested in broken accents my innocence', 
deigned to request his forgiveness, I" h^d 
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no* longer, however, power even to fe- 
ceive it. Extreme weakness blended fbf 
once ol]^ets ever before so distinct; and 
I ceased to feel for the loyer, or dread the 
husband.. 
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